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entand: chenrun 


A, bY 2} £ 


j *z * 3 ; ; 
kh, _ : £3920 by, ef % : 
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 Zelgte ; Yeearen. playnemanand hauc 


kyll 1s; antwarde: thipges.,; will F 
mee leauc" too aske you a q IVE 


"pa wherein ; yec.:. have. xnderſlan- 
4th, ' 3thayke-God A dare anſwears 
toaquefGou;'s, «+, 14 
.  Zelot,., AF6.yCA carpentex.or a mal 
, . Aſhy1; Ib venoſkillfhat way... ah 
T I teherehe a greath 2c JEx Fg AY Go 
c,t0- a = 2110 IE EE OBE 
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2:41 bur we krnowe nor howe to-doe one 
Jonic ofits' anleſſewee bee tabghtirour of 
> = 7-5 0742755220 

*Ath, - "Gudgratinf wed UAFe fo> th 
be ouer many which doe not regard it- fi” 
-".' Zelor. - Teemee noweabkdFGu further, 
Pur caſe one ſhoulde ſaye vnto' 5 us nr 
ho 2knowe'at that is to bet 
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: Thecounttiedininitie 9g 
Mon fayth Prouerb,1.cap.22,ver.Ye fooles 
*beenemies vato knowledge,or hate know- 
ledge. Neither doe they knowe that which 
Saint Paul fpeaketh. 1.Cor,8:2, If any man 
thinke he knowerh any thing, hee knoweth 
nothing as yet,as he oughtto knowe. They 
neuer conſidered what the holy Gholt ſaith 4 
inthe latter endeof the fifte chapter to the 4:4 
Hebrues, ver.12.Where he doth ſharply [<4 
proucthem, becauſe they were childrew, ia ne 
vnderſtanding.Neither doe they kyow thaw 
al well doing proceedeth from fayti#i a ck 
faith doth increaſe through knowlee gene. 
grieucth me to ſtandeypon (he mat E bc 3 he - 
| fayingi is ſo buzardly. T2 FE. Pac 6 260 
Ath. Pou would hane aly | dit did 
I thinke it isnot foz plewmert to'l 
with the ſcriptures. _- 
Zelor, You thinke "ro ook | oy : 
whomſpeaketh the Lord by 
fay, wheheſaith:My peof 
of knowledge. Vnte-wl 


Lorde by the nes E 
When he A *} 
No mercy,norus 
Bur ſwearingIf 
mitring eden 
| TO Pauleſ; 


The conntriedininicic, 
malice,be not childrenin-vnderſtading, & 
mto whom wrote Saint Petcrexhortivg ſor 
much vnto knowledge? | 


Ath, Jthinke knowledge doth make 
men the woozle, (o2 thcre be no wwzſe met 
then many that be great (cripture me:none 
wil dccetne a man (oner then they:they will 


E \,; {peake amaufairebeſozehis face, and bee 


| e- fy ravee behinve his backe foz to cutte his 
"22 —abtoate. 
Rs Zelot. It ſcemeth that you are noſmal 
ak £7 dapathere is a great deale of good ſiuffe in 
1 J Eat. ou would vtter it, 
| - I tel re my mind plainely,J wil 


| boy r __ man yec be.Ler vs cometo 
Ge or did ſpeake very lewdly, 
woke, ct hat ——_ doth make 


; Abbas an bare 6 many fayſo :if 3 ſpeaks 
p ves er moe beſide mee, 


Tm men the 
| Ho here any beaſt which 


TRE 
God 


 Thecounttie diuinitle: 106 
G-O:-D whiche is moſt holy. and pure ,.can 
make a man the wootſe:No theſe men. are 
more then beaſtes;Againe,the: ozore a man 
knoweth of God the woorſehe ſhould be, a 
very. filrhie blaſphemic.  . 

Morcouer you are greatly deccined, 
when ye thinke thatall thoſe whiche. canne 
talke ofthe Scriptures haue knowledge, for, ,,, 4 
there be yery many carnal Pratlers , which ki Wen pany 
ſeeme for -to knawe much, and yet are ag. 
8 blind as Buzzards:theſe are naughty m Th I WIE. 
| not becauſe they haue knowledge __ O84 ef... A PIT 
cauſe they want knowledge. RT El 1 

Ath, J cannot fell, a man ſhall bg 

__ laye a greats” deale out of thai 

 Zelor, No doubta great deale 2 ie: 
they vaderſiand:;now when ſuch da, Yi 116 x 
well doth it followe that Gogs le 3 
keththem woorſe,nay ye be 22 þ Lb lh 

ſs whiche cannor ſee,rhat th he: 
verye- lictle true vnderſtagk ing: : of God 
woord among men ,/ thee | 
much vicleaneſſe Shoes is: the bi 
ſaith Pal. 1 1 9.5 vithalbh 
miaclenſle his wal 
— 7 Was 

doe RE chew 


A; 


T - 
EP 


The countriediuinitice 
they rake heede rotheir wayes, for to guide 
them'bythe ſame:And when God fayththe 
woord doth clenſe vs, , his meaning muſt 
needes: bee ,.-:that:all ſuchas arenot pur- 
ged thereby | > ae foule and hickye inhis 
of age: 
Ath. Pe __ of your pxcachers. trim 
| pulpit men,andcanſay very well: but ther 
--»deedes are as cuiltas other mene,fo2who ls 
5 W02c couetons then they; they arc neuer c0- 
: YN they have heaped liuifig vppon 


ſe lor. Such skilfut men'as you thinke 
an can preach of' rather ( as a.num- 
loe)prattle and bauearowlingtongue 

can make ſome ſhewe of learning, that 

ad by he is a trim man, and hatlrgreat 

Eo 1 ee : when as indeede hee hath no 
th he Oge. for Icount him too haue 
E-, whiche hath ſo learned 

© become anewe creature. 

for afngh bhn in: the,3.chap.5.6.ver. 

$7 bats: ” Epi os Speaking of Chriſt ſayth: 
whiewas mac et too take away 
' MITFISOC OS: 


ach Dor - pn not knowne 
nhefirſt bocke of $amuell, 
g CaP;To 


The comntrie.diuinitie. it 

cap, 2.verſ,12.1tis ſayd bythe ſonfies' of B- 
ly;zthar they were the ſonnes of Beliall, and 
knew notGod:and yet they were inſtructed 
intheLaw,and taught the peopleaand for 
mine owne part could neuerpanaverhat 
any wicked man could.preach wietthna bur 
towe Iaeane. concerning, the Clitefe thing 
required-in preaching, which is the declare 
tion of the power of theſpirit which' ought. 
forro appeare,to the conuerſion of ſiritulf. + Fx 6 
men.Fartolay os x man O— they A £ TE: 
may doc irtwell, .. Fi * 

: Arh; + -Jtis not foz vs that are re 
men f03t0'1 indge who doeth well and 
doth mote © 6 

Zelot Yes that irSofor Saint Toh u 
ethr,rie the ſpirits whetherthey be ol Fr | 
Oar Sauiour Chriſt ſaieth, ,my theeps by. 
my voyce a {traunger'they will not-li BY. 
Wherevpon itdoth followe that ber uſt - 
knoweth not whea pure dodrine 8&W . 
ſome is vtrered;is not as yetano) ne mh 
ber of the ſheepe of Chriſt. Sor xl oh 
ducd withrhe ſpirit cn & bob he thobid 
fame ſpirit feclewhen *wholf 
is deliveredvnto him. a 


Adlrv»:27)Jf a man'be 


__ be Me to indece wha 


'Thecoiiniriediuinitic, 


stherwite h# cannot tell. '-- - - - 

- Zelor. Itisnot learning alone whiche 

muſtiadge of found preaching, fortherebe 
manylearned men which cinor indge well, 

_ as alſothere-be many -valcarned: which-are 
verywtiable to. dilcerne, all lyeth:in this 

point the tnpicf God, & notof men, 

4. -andthereforethoſe doe feeleit, and iudge 
"bs 357 »-. rightly whether they: be learned or valcar- 
SEE a ned hom God doth inwardly teach with 
pens TY. $3.25 « pm : for this cauſes.Pavle; 11Cor.:14 
"4 doch ſhew that the word of God:is forto'be 
d open.irrthe congregation, that ifrhere 

Deina manvnlcarnedor an. jnfidel. ;; ho | 

| bavengn & iudged,8& the ſecreryzof | 

#hrt made manifeſt For if the word be |} 

2 Feached voto the coſciences of men, it 

ak like a dead ſoiid. But wegoein- | 

| envaror Eiane not forgotten;your | 

words:but perhaps ye wold be lothy | 


guns aſhamed. of any thing, 


andy hope J needenof.. 
fy our waresare(o fine, ye need. 


wethem, you loue God a 
Ml your heartb$4% : 
de,02els Jwerodbeaft, 


inged which voeth nat 
thaf 


Thecountriediuinitie. 13 
that. | 
"a Yeeloue your neighbour aSyour 
ele. 
| ath, Jfjdoenot3ip:zayGD D foz- 
giuemee , Jain ſure no man can accuſe 
mg, 
' Zelet, - Thenyoulooke by this meanes 
to come to heauen? qt 

Ath. Jhope ifthere be but tha Th all . " E 
this country,goe tobcatien, I ſhalbe one of; RE... 
.them,J meane (6 well, = - 

 Zelot, Yeknowthecom andementy SS 
God.and fulfill them aiſodoe ye nar wi " 
Ath, Ithanke God J know them 2 
will faifill themas nigh as God ly; Nos cgi = 
me grace, | 0} &; 

Zelot. Doc yee breake none oth 

Ath, Tee bzeake themall of 
 andhourely : fo2 there is no man. Wl 
kepe them all. 42 M0 

Zelot. Youbreake ſome of th 
keepeother ſome, Ye keepoig > oredll 
yenot+and breake the leaſtfy Fx FT 

Ath. JF keepe rd grea 
fo28 Jhope God will is 
relt.. | 
 Zelot. Whichd dc a 
. groateſtzthar ye arc ſocial 


. The connttiedivinitie, 


Ath. Jam no thefe, noz murtherer, | 
no traifour:J pay everyman his owns : I I 
thinke this 1s Gods bidding. | | 

| Zelat, Are there: no greater- then, 


theſe? - 

Ath, J fake him as an honeſt man 
which doth txepe thele,and bethatvoth nok 
FH defie him. 

Ek.  Zelor. _ Pnen ſowillI rake you to bee, 
TEES I, ; when Iknow that yee doe keepe theft Bur 
Pos 3 - I maruel} Lyceareſo bold for to bid defiance 
OS Is wo mary. - 
meh, Doe nok youtdefie them alzand al 
Fr exil noers 2 
. TfI ſhould doe fo,you 81 ſhould 
Ether by rheeares by and by. - 
- Thenbelike recount me to bee 
F lone :ye onght not fo indge. 
-:A man may know the tree by the 
k= ;+ bur lerthis paſle: I-pray ye tell mee 
hiche hath moeGods then one, 
gureherere = 
ze him fo bee wozſe. 
Ec nthe firſt commaundement 
Baſe which you named. : 


fi tke there is any God 
re wive. FE 
| Xolet You | 


The eountrie diuinitie. 3 
| Zelot. You hauenoneother Gods bur 
S once then $-- 
|  Ath. At were pitie of my lifeif J 
J Gould not be of that beltefe.Jf all the com- 
g mandemeiits were as caſte to bee kept as 
4 this, we ſhould dog wel. 

Zelor. Thenyecneuer brake the Guſt 
S Commaundement. 

g Ath. Nenerinall my lyfe:neither ſhal 
g ener any make me to b&butvf Gods belick: | 


_ +} 7 5 
»FÞ w” So 
$ foz they wbich belgcae there be many Gods Se ect 
Bars WE wy 


are nof ofa right minde. 
*S Ze/or.” Canyou then keepe the greate® 
and not the lefle : 1doe not doubt but br 
S man can keepe the fir{i he can keepe all, 
C the firſt is as hard as any of: hereſtalthogh 
ſuch skilfal Clearks as you, countir to: 


very caſte,  *- of by BE 


 Ath, Thenit wereancaſiemoſ 
J keepe them. 


 Zelot. What ifI prooue vntc wo” f | 


yon breake it , will you a 6: 
foliz? - + $M 
ST Ath. I wilneuer bo mani ] eb 
which I know is contrary. -:: 
Zelot. Letmeaske ye ea 
ther that man doth keepe thi 


Ls thinketh there 1 'y 


\ The countriedivioitie. 
and yet giueth that honour and woorſhip 


| yntoother things, which he ſhould glue mn 
"8 to him alone. 
[ Ach. Jdidneuer putany frultini tema || 
ges2n92 Jneuer thought they coald do me 
- anycod- 
Zelog, Tdoenot ſpeake of hat —— 
giuing away of Gods worſhip: but of an o- | 
ther which 1s inwarde in the minde. 
Ath. FJhaue alwayes had God in mp | 
=. minde,andi trult Fhaue never woozlhip- 
© ER -* ped any beſides him. 
We I ©#- Zelor, Ts not thata mans God.-whiche 
= heloueth beſi:and which he doth molt de- | 


. Ath, Loke what a man toueth belt x 
iketh molt delight in,J thinke he maketh 

is god, becauſe we onght fo lone god befl. 
Be/or. Docye not thinke thar the : thing 
nch a ma moſt ſerteth his mind vpo , and 
ſeckerh after,is that which he moſt lo- 


_ 93g. 


'Afuppoſe every man loketh after 
which th be molk loneth. 
Then he which ſecketh the world 
aSd.loucth the world more the] 


os i BN Lye 


Ker rein ney deed maketh the 
 Ath, God 


| Thecounttiedininitic 14 
Ath. God fozbid that any man ſhoulds 
make mozeaccountof this wozlde , then of 
Ood J hope fewe doe lo. 
Zelor. Youhope few doe ſo,buta man 
may eaſily proue that you. doeſo, and I ans 
ſure the molt doe ſo. | 
Ath, I truſt ye ſhall hardly pzoue i by 
me.although ye tadge lo euill ofmee. 
Zelot Canaman ſeeke after God, or ſee 
his delight vpon God any other way , then 
by ceking after the knowledge and obedi-. 
ence of Gods wil, which he hath revealed i in =: 
his word? orcana man loue God, and nog; 5 Fey 5g | 
louehis word. I 
. Ath. Gods woz2d is OT ,we mult {c 
that al ofvs xberuledbyit, — ”; 
nothing but that which is god . ; Eee 
Zelet;pyflily you wind outof ne ly 
ter I aske one thing which yee doe nowagh? 
Grearet & that. is whether aman cap, legk i wee | 
Ead,and not ſecke himin his word 1 ok 
#7; Ath. Every man cannat bes $5 
wee that bee vnlearncd-men £ : 
meddle with ſohigh matters.oy, po 
 Zelor..Nowye ſpeakein youlthinds - 
vnlearned men, we have noogh 


God, wemay not meddle.wij 
Ath. Pou take allf 


'. Thecountric diuinitie. 
yie 02 notheare-me ſay (0. - ST 
- Zelor: Doe Ttakeye wieng.doe ye. not 
ay (o?tel me is not God as _ a matter as 
his word: -* 
Ath.' G3d is bone all. | "ff 
Zelot, Can wehaueto doe with God, 
' foſcrue him any/Way but by his word>-- 
Ath.” The wazvof © D D'doth fell vs 
what we are fodos. © 
*Zelot.” Then it followeth when yee ay: 
: M4, m3y not medd!e with ſo-hipgh matters, 
5 ko + that'yee were euen as good for toſay,wee 


te noughtto doe with G O D..We owe 

>; Him no duetie of ob:diece,we need not care 

| "9 Þ Ec know his "Ion hel is as a9 won 2 mat- 
_ as his word,” * Ny 

th. Pon pit in a greats veal mozs 

A lapde , and fake mee thit- at the 


an Ya a a =o ODDO nc ...c. a CODE 


Ny you are ſo craps in yous- 
that yee ter more ina woord,t 
ow lay'open in an -houres talke; 
ke-ye riotar the worlt; for make 
& ger you canzand icrfiut needs fol- 

SR which care notfortheword 
Enotfor him, neyther doe they 
jz6rloue him whichedoe not 
Wibetou his woorde,- 

MorcQe 


& 


SO Ham _ 


4 


* moſt after thar. 


ing that} lone GD Dno beffer thei 


The countrie divinitie. 15 
Moreouer howe ſtall a man takedelighe 
for to know the word, but it will cauſe him 
for to ſecke to know it,that which is a mans 
jewell,he will ſomerimes looke vpon it : bur 
there are a number of yce which areindeede 
very Atheilts,8& ſet not aſtraw by the know- 
ledge of Gods wii:forleta man tell yee of 
any duety which ye ſhould be taughrout of 
the holy ſcriptures, by and by, this is your © 
aunſweare,rhoſe thinges are not for vs too 
meddle withall : itis not for vs too take of 
ſuch poyntes'But we are gone a greate way © FF 
from the beginning of this matter, whiche ' DCE.” 
is, that where yee did affime that yee lone . 4H, i | 
God with all your heart,and that yee haygl 
none other Gods beſides him : Nowe th E: 2 : 
concluſion is prooued,that ye Jouve hin as " 
much as an olde ſhoe,and that indeedeapys © 


make the world your God becauſe ye ie 


the 
Ath. Pi doe not bſe mi well in =: "_ 
olde ſhoe , J woulde x& ſhculde'h 
Jlouehim as well as the belt: of. yarn; 
tough indede F.cannot lay ſomut fie ” wy Fe 6 oY 

Zelot. Be not angry man, fats * | 
ſmall fault , for 2 great ſorte' mages 
PEE goc not alone: ali 


”, The countriedininitie. 
ye makeſo great boſt. I pray ye tell me this 
ye haue ſeruanrs haue ye not? 


-Ath. Fhanea pooze houlholde, 
Zelor. What doc you require of your [ft 


ſeruant? h 
Ath. Toobep my will andto dos that 
which J command him. p 


Zelor, Whar ifhee care not ſo muche, 
astooknowe your will, but willlaye : I We 
will not meddle with ſo high matters, no- lll y 
- regarding to knowe your pleaſure: | 
willyce ay heelouethyee, orheeis a good ff y 
 feruant? n 
= Ach, Tcannotſaythatheis a goodſer- if þ 
= :. dy tiant.fo2 ifhe were he would not takeſkozn 

= " Þat tbe gladtoheare my will. fr 
Z:lot. Yelſay right,but why doe yenor iff ui 
afider thar,when God hath ſet down his h 
knd you care not for to know it,that je il ; 
= goicn as well and doe himas good ſer= |}f Ic 
= ezas ſuch a ſcruant ſhould doe ynto you. 
bb We - GOodhelpe, if this which you ſave Il & 


, - 
: oo 


: -Itismoſt true,not only that men | nc 
ſeworld their G O D, becauſe they ll ch 
2afteritthen they do after Gods | of 
bur alſo,S.Paule calleth the Diuell | ac 
28 world, as allo in another 


place 


Ld ht. 4 k 4.4 WW 


Sk a.4 .- 
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their bellie. 

Ath. God fo2bid that any man ſhoulds 
| take the Biucl! to bee God,cz doe him (ache 
honcnr, 

Zelet They are no ſmalnumber which 
make him their God. - | 

Ath. Pou may ſay ſo,but J could neucr 
come info that mans company pct , whichs 
—_ not vtterly defie him, 

Zelor, If Iſhould profeſſe great kindnes 
ynito you now,ard in the meanetime draw 


my daggerand breake your pate, woulde ye _ 


beleeve I were your friend? 


= 
place he ſaycth, there is ſome whoſe God1s 


{ Poder RE-45 7 | .T 
, E Fs <- - < » 
"Ih. & 7 S ” *4 
ts, OS 
t ay God keepe mee 7" 4 
$4 T7 _ - it's & 
[ Ly i; ot ps "Sx * : 
Go LE YEARS V gf»\'; 
_ . = SITY > <r Sug] 4M 
bn = ' 
friendes: which giue god wozdes andboo®* © 
& GE» A 3. 4 vat 4 _ 7; wF" 
$9, 6 Bs F9 
"Y e 


uill deedes,Jhadrather they tolde meths 4 
hatred. 
Zelot, Thenycanſwere that we m 


looke what men ſay,but what they my - 


Ath. SFhey had tctfer not ſpeake Wl 


Py 
4 


% 


Zelor. LikewiſeI anſwere you thatwel 
not looke to mens wordes,when tlief 
the Diuell, butto their deeds by wl 
obey him and doe his will - fob 
defie him in their wordes,they hal 
for Godin their workes.- 


py Fe FI - 
then ſpcake well and doe cull, We -<5 
*s LY - ood ” bs 5-6 Ln 
£ 5d Th a2 WW [#4 » 6 
mT ORG 
*Þ. L 
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 Ath, Iftherebceanye ſuche, J pzaye 
- GD D amend them,foz that is the woozſt 

which J wilh them, £5 

- Zelot. Icould like your prayer wellifit 
were not only for a faſhion, as yee vie many 
ſuch like. For when it commeth to the tryal, | 
you will eaſily bee founde among the num- 
ber of ſuch. 

Ath. Jfpce thinke me fo bee cache an 
OM one y tudge waze then ever any man did, 
&:2* JthankGDD J canbzingmanyto felfi- 

= fiethatJaman honeſt man and alwayes 


2. - bavebeene,J will be foundeas god as your 
=" felfe,though ye finde fo greats faulte with 
Et - "ther , as tyough ye were not like other 


ge Sg Felor. Tiudge-nothing bur that which 
=. Weaſictoſce, inyouanda number more, 
£ -—andwhich 1 canne, and will proue toyour 


Pee are a fkranger vafo mee,will 
eofme , and knowe not what my 


\ 5 
> -£ 7 
'S - 4 a. 
+ 


ER * Ss jor. Hee which cannot pie yee,hath 
; 0 on FIT xp ynderltanding : Iprayyee tell 
—meefachas doc the workes and will ofthe 
rethey-not of the Diuell, Saint 
While 3. fayth, _ that _— 
ect 


"Ov _ 


Thecounttiedininitie. 17 
teth euill is of che Diuell. Likewiſe our Saui- 
it our Chriſt telleth the obſtinate Iewes, Iohn. 

2, Which boaſted themſclues to bethe chil- 
it W drenof Abraham,and the children of God, 
y BE thatthey were of their father the Diuel ,and 
l, W why, becauſe they did his will - Even ſo you 
1- M rakepartwith ſuch as are cuill, and wicked, 
ſhall aske ye alittle queſtion? _ _— 
| Ath. Pea ,aſke what yee will, e indgse + ® 
what pee like befF, buf J will anſweare as 4% 
well as JF can. 

Zelot, Doyenotthinkthatal Whores: 
maiſters, Drunkards,Dicers,Raylers, Swea-- 
rers,and ſuch like,are the Diucls armye,:as8 8 
onthe other ſide,ſuch as profes Gods ward  - 55 
andliue godly,are his ſouldiers,6: doe fighr 2 
| ynder his banner? — 8 | 
,  Zelor. © Kheyare well hon vp which 
cf fcryeſach amaifeer. | | 5 

elot, - Why are you ſovnwiſe chen-avra | 
ll & feruchim:for all thoſe which take partwit = x "a F- 
thoſe wicked men, & raileypon thayg 4 pich ."_ #8 
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honeſt men o2 ſeeke to launder thenr: 
Zelot, Thisis a common thing among 
al the pack of ye,if there be any man which 


hath a care to know God, and ſeeketh after 


his word,& wilnot comit thoſe beaſily fins: 
which overflow in al places,then you which 
cannot abide to haue Gods word ſcrfoorth 


deuiſe anumberoflies and ſlanders againſt 


them,calling them Puritanes raſſcals & ma- 
ny ſuch like, On the contrary part,let a man 
bea common drunkard, a Dicer an igno- 
rat beaſt which hath noknowledge of god, 


 awretched worldling,or any kinde of ſuche 


perſon : heis an honeſt man; for they bee 


.  thoſewhomyou would hauea man loſe his 


eares for ; hee is nowe counted the honeſt 
man which liveth as the moſt doe, 
' Ath\. @herebcea number goe ſo farre 
they cannot fel whaf they may do ; thep wil 
not'voe as their honeft neighbours doe,thep 


| wilbe wiſer then their betters :whatf ſhould 
=... - thepmeddle with Gods woozde ,it maketh 
es. them buſie in checking every man. At was 
"IT negermerry ſince me vnlearned bauemed- 


_ ledwiththeſcriptures, 
| Zeier. Lmaruel how far you would goifa 
wfouldfollow ye, yee arelike apuddle 


by: © EY 
the 
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ea man ſtirreth tt, the more. 


g—_— __ — 


the moroamitirrerh;themoreistheſtinls 
Ath. "What meane yeby that? © + 
Zelor,T mean that your heartis ful offonle 
ſinking'/&rottematter.which- flawerh'out 
at your mouth, I confeſſe that thoſe menibe 
not tobe allowed which meddle with-rhae 
which they ſhoulde not: bur 1 know whom 
you meane,when ye ſay they goe ſo far;that 
they know not what they may do: ye ſpeake 
of them which ſeek to know God, whom ye 
thinke to be halfe macde: - 


Ath. There be ſome of them which arenot 


brok learned, what ſhould they do othetwile 


the theirfathers befoze them:J knewWws 
of their fathets honcft wen,and nener tots x 


bled themfelves that way. - SY 
Zelor. T did know your mind wel enviight 


for alyout ſpiteis againſtthoſe which Ieariy © | 
out of Gods word to know their duetfern- _- 


wards the Lord: & becauſe as SPererfayens 
they donotrun with ye to the ſame ex6> 


riot,yethinkirfirage & blaſphemy, ABN - - = 
ye cannotabide to be admoniſhed whenye | 
comir any naughtie Heya + EE 


God hath appointed his word foral oof 
of meircobeinſtruRed ity wm throught 
the boly:Apoliles:extiottervery: We 1: 


great knowtedgeitrtheword..'ff 5 Sin ont 77 , E-: 


'Agaynyeknow notthar which YL. TOs 
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- & 44 
Ny 
* 


Thecountriedininitie. 7. 


f — 
en. 


7X 
— 


"1 . 4 - 
, FIG 
i590 Ft. . 
ed P * % » = . 
” Ee i * S435 
x M py MY 4 
* N -* 4 3 pl ,. : $ 7 X'S #% & 
” P. » R > þ « 
- RS $4.4 ' ww. OY I» as > > Y LN 
of RK me o . ;7 
3 s 8 4 
s - 52*-%. , 3» 4 F 
4 (4% pH pA 4 F we *» d % 
F pb . % - 4 4 \ 
. : Y 
-” v 


. The counttiediuinirie, 
eHmandeth in ſundry places,thatwe ſhould 
admoniſh,and reproue one another: ifany 
doamiſle:8 not as you blind obſtinate me, 
which-when a man doth after a godly man- 
ner admoniſh yee; heeis by and by a buſie 
medler,what hath he to doe, he ſhal not an- 
ſwere for you. And becauſe ye may not doe 
what lewdnes yeeliſt,vncontrolled, ye ſay it 
was neuer merry ſince 'euery ma might read 
the ſcriptures. It is maruellous that man 


ſhould ſo become beaſts without all ynder= 


Banding, : 
Ah, Af wonldnofgreenemefo be res 
qued by thoſe which are learned, but now 


| F: - every Jacke wilbe meddling. 


. Zeler. 1fyou be reproued iuſtly by Gods 


-. Wordeithen isitGod whichdoth reprooue 


yeare not tolooke ypon the man.But when 


_ yee:ellthem Iackes,and giue them other 


proches,it is becauſe yee are blinde , and 
ear-diſcernenothing but that which'is of 
thazworlde: Forifyece could ſee how great 
Slory the pooreſt true chriſtian is called yn-- 


—* | ' togtobet echild of God,ye would notres 


ſewhom God honoureth, . 


— Mh;/-Mhey will be medling in ſmal mat- 
fers,if it were fo: great faults it were ſomes 


fa man maynot be merry nowe. 
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Zelot, i Beyngutterly blynde,and voyde 
| . of grace,. yee count thoſe finnes which are 
fouleand groſle,fortobeeſmal :' (wearing 
rayling.talking in;your filthie ribaldry fin. 
ging fowle and bealtly ſonges, theſe & ſuch 
like are your pety faultes : thisis your micth 
which muſt not be hindred : For itis death 
toyceto haneanypodlineſſe ſpoken; it.it 
be ye cannot be merry. This dunghillmirth 
is thatwhich mencomplaine of to bemole- 
ſted,and ſay it was happy-in old time ,when 
me were not reproued for ſuch things;,now 
there beſo many ſcripture men that aman. 
cannot etl what to ſay orwhat todoe. 021; : 
Ath. . herears nena of ye all aſi 
lie ye would ſeeme foz to bee, b 


- _ 


faultes :yee ſeenot your owne , bufather _ 
mens. -- ; :.--...- ARSE: 

 Zelet. ..Hee which dath notrepentand 
corre&his awn vitious nature and-ſttine/to 
obey Gad,isno good reproouer ofathergz 
But wheti yee-ſay;,men ſeeme to be holatn 
 gineitasa matter ofreproch,thereinþ 
almoſt beyond the Diuel himſelfezfc 
: ſee that Igaineſay yee,orels yee wi 
| 1nure it,but:ye would cuen power 
| Ninking & rotten poyſon ble blalpheas 
and yenemous beaſts; ye fr <|pexke 


21 .'Thecountriediomitic 
-thismanneryouttharare;ſofulofrheſpirit, 
.yodtharare Saintesandſuch ike, yhat are 
you Divels,are ye-atthetietlizno Boubt:yee 
- are \ntilgod couert;ye.Bur we may ſee how 
! dincliſhlp men are become wicked::when a 
; man canot make any appeariceta be: god- 
'1y and -holy,butiris reprocked asthoughit 
-zerea ſhameful thing to'beled by the ſpirit, 
/\Forotherwiſe why dothey ſo obiectan ho- 
- neftthingtoliue after the leſhe,a: ſhanieful 
4 marrter to be'guided by the ſpirit, ':.;: . + : 
'. ©: [Ath,; :. Govhelpe vs ifnone-be-good-but 
ckuch; Fhope hone and quiet men ſhatbe ſa- 
uedas well as thoy; aithougy they cannot 
Sike ſo well ;- noz7um-nor{to heare Der- 
| 2mchrs- Fo 0 Fo One: 7-3, 
2:(Bar. :Nay you would hauc othersin bet- 
ter calc then they,for you iudge them thar 
 Lanzrzealous inthe Goſpel & ui6ld faineſt of 
 cakother pleaſe God,to beethe:wiooritmen 
 :andthe morecarefala manistobe holy to 
itheLord,themorche is difdatned: and -mil- 
Shked.MWhich doth eaidently ſhew that ſuch 
:agyouzre led by the ſpirit of the Diucl.Yee 
_ 14cdetriaelo fromone matter toianother;that 


= -\  »eaneponefromſometbing which ye vrte- 


berycſayd yeput your whole 
BYE INCESSANT 
3, | Ath, I 


19 
Ath.J (apd (0.4 ſo J ſay ffill:though J hane 
no learning, yet Jtralf J beleeue as wel-as 
any ſcripture manofthemall . 

Zelot. Ye bragge very.boldly,I pray yee 
tell me this,are yee ſure ye ſhalbe ſaued. 

Ath. No, noz you neither , noz the 
wo of ye all, wee multe commit that fo 

od. . 

Zelor, Whatis itthat yee put all your 
whole truſt in him for? Is it nor this, that 
G ODhath promiſed vnto ye eternall life 
andthatye beleue he wil periorme his prg- 
mile? 

Ath.  Thathe doth loue meand giuekh 
me all thinges . 

Zelot, Are yeenot ſure that he docth 


lone yee? 
Ath, Jhope he doeth loue me: bat Fain 
not ſure. 18.23} 


Zelot, Doth not the ſcripture fayerhat 
whoſocuer doth truſt in him ſhalbe faueds 

Ath. God ſayth ſo indeede, an JbG- 
leeneitis fo. 

Zelot. Youknowe doeye nonall "IC 
put your wholerruſtand belicteinhimy2? 

Ath. Jknowe I dozand I hops'F 
alwaies doe. ; 


The countriediuinitics 
7:lt. Tf God cannotlie,when he ſaith 
all that truſt in him ſbalbeeſaned. . and you 
know that yee pur your wholetruſt in him, If 
Wherefore doeyenotthen knowe that yee ||| ! 
ſhalbe ſaued? | L- | 
Ath. . That which God fayth , ts truc, 
fozhe cannot lie: Jput my fruff in none but 
in him :J hope to be ſaned, what wouldyee || ! 
hane moze -: J willbelevenener a one of 
- themall when they ſaye they knowe they 
* :Halbeſaued:I think they would make the- 
fclnes Gods  -—- | = 
-_._ Zelot, Naye ſache as you make your 
 FeluesGods,when yee ioynethinges ſo con- 
- ' erary together & can make them agree: fire 
ET bo A may lodge together in one bedd, 
atyour inne,and agree well together ; For 
thep arc no more'contrary then that which 
}. yec affirme,whenyee ſay God hath promi- 
>  S$dthatallwhichbeleeuein him ſhalbe (as 
E:- , nedzyou are ſure yee belecue in him ,and. 
"op that yeput alyourwholetruſtin him & yer 
_ yeecannot tel whether yee ſhalbee ſaved, 
 BytTIcannot greatly maruell at this , -for 
_yeeknoweas well whar faythis, as docth a 


_Ath ; Ifruft J knowe , and.J meane 
pel, God knoweth my meaning howſoener 
—_—_—.. you 


The countrie diuinitie 21 
youtake me. | 

Zelot. Lee me avke yee this queſtion, 
when amanpraycth , if hee doe _not bee- 
lecue that whiche hee fayeth , doth hee 
well? 

Ath. We mult beleene that which wee 
ſpeake when weepzaye.oz elſcit'is nothing 
woozkh.. 

Zelot. When Chriſt teacheth vs, ros 
praye , and toocallG O-Deour. Father, 
ought wee notfor to knowe thar he is. oup 
Father? | 

Ath. Wizz ought co: tokmowe., that. 
which GDD teacheth vs and to belectis 
theſame. . 
| Zeloe, Muſtwenot beleevej wick 
doubting or waucring,as S.Iames ſaithhee_ 
that doubtethislikevnto a wane of the. Sea 
toſſed with the winde,neither ler thit.aiaa 
thinke that he hal receiue any thing?: 2:01 
 Ath. Weemulſtnotdoubt foz: tiee'thaf- 
doubfeth is in a.w2ong beleefe, we uattpiit- 
all our fruſt in God. - 28308” 


Zelot. Then when ye cs! G O-DFather - 


ye belcue that ſurely which ye ſpe 


yeſure tharheloueth ye,for a father.docth © 


loue hischild,cuen men which 


glue :good giftes yato their childrety = 
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E The countriedininitie. 
they aske, becauſe they love them, muche 
more,the heauenly Father which is perfectl 
good doeth loue his children , that is thofe 
which-belccue in him , then 1 reaſon inthis 
wiſe,he that belecueth ſurely that G O Dis 
his father, hee is ſurethar God loneth him: 
hethar is ſure God loueth him is ſure of e- 
ternall life:therfore al thoſe which praye a- 
ng furethey ſhatbeſaued. 
4 Arh. Ef P3Ap God wes may call bppon 
un. - 
Zelot. Tel me arther what yee thinke, 
. was not Abraham ſure he ſhould be ſaued, 
tikewiſe Dauid, Paule, and others: 

" Ath. Euerye man cannot bee like 
thoſe. Canyou ſay yee are like vnto A- 
brakam? 

-Zelot, Dothnotthe ſcripture ſay, that 
ham is the Father of the faithfull and 
that thoſe are the childrenof God, whiche 

iwAlkein the ſteppes of-thz Faithfull Abra- 
 thamyI confeſſe indeede thateuery one can- 
-notartaine tolo great a meaſure of fayth as 
tholſelad, but yer wee mult come tothe 
os becauſe we haue the ſame God, 


E>"I« _ oli: couenant and promiſes, the ame 


vato vs whuch belecue, Saynt 
| Paulc 


-Thecountriediuinitie. 2r 
Paulcin thez4.chap to the Epheſians ſayth 
there is one God. one faith,one baptiine, 
Ifthere be but-one, then oursmuſt bee the 
ſame that theirswas. _..._. - 
Arh.  Yeazbuttoz al thatitis pefumps 
; fan foz men tolay:they knowe {hey ſhalbes 
R ned. 
- 8 :  Zelors Ieethat popiſk doing doth ſtick 
il between your teeth,whe they:teach men 
n 8 _ tliatir is prefuiwption.to.beut of doabr. 
| Ath, What tell ys mee of the: Pope, 
A carenoffo:him, 'J -wbulye:both hee 
i (GRIPELY . ers buried m the Dang- 
/ :HilL: -: ow 3 (133 ; 20-75, 4 :238 
7 = \Zelot.. ' Tkriow there be many whichiages 7 
. | oorforthePope,bur yer boleeue mucheaf 
his dodrine : they be thofe:which wee call : 
x | [Athiefts; ofno teligion, bur-lopk whmloe- — > 
di ucr any prince doth ſet faorth.., tharrity 1 
ie wil profci,.:: i 
3-f - i: Ath, ' I'thinke that is gwd., ought uae 
1 wee fo; to obey.otr P2inces;and ys 
13 8 | baire bs tofake vpon vs foz tobe 
1 they andtheipCounſellers. |. i764 
d, Ml © Zelot, © Idoe knowe yeowere.gns '- = 
1 © thieſt , -_ Nu men in ay"; _- 


i £15t5 v ory 


-X 
_ 


The countriedivinitie, 
:; God worſe thena Turke. 118 
Ath. - - Wherefoze doe ye ſay ſo? Tires. 


Zelot. Tel me this,arewec fot to obey 


men if they command that which is contra- 
ry totharwhich God commandeth? - /. 

Ath. ..:Jtbinkenotio;.:.. 5} 

Zelor, Isthere any mo then one rruth, 
. or onereljgioh, which is.the right, and:that 
which God.commandeth?:: ot 

_ Ath. ' There canbe put onetruth that 
_ .iscerfaino- :' 

2... Zelet;:.: Then when: one Princecoth- 
-mandeth ane- religion'; . another artfech 
afterwarde and commandeth the contrary: 
*Willye withontdifference.obey'them both? 

| 7$gnot this for to deny God?-is not this for 

| ſro beworſethena Turke? :: = 
:>-Ath.- -Jainſureye will not denie » but 
thatwe mulk obey. - 

Zelor. Hee whiche doeth diſobeye the 
*Friace: ; doth diſobey:G.OD , vato his 
onvhere the Prince ſetteth faorth 
{:80damainteineth Gods worde. But if there 
- 'beaPrince which maketh-Iawes againſtrhe 
« awesofGod,we muſt obty G OD rather 
- then men.Bat thereare marigas I, ſaydebe- 
. fore which in any Princes dayes will ſpeake 


thus. religion ſhoulde turne (ſaye they)as 


mm LL mo Wc owS co. 
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God forbid ir ſhould;but ifit doe. 1t is our 
partes to be obedient. Are not theſe A» 
thieſtes,hauethey notdenied G © D, when 
they ſent men in his place 4 Andlooke 
no bjigher but what men commande. But 
yee hauedrawne me away agaynefrom the 
i matter we were.in hand with, where ye ſayd 
WW itis preſumption for aman to ſay heknow-. 
cth he ſhalbe ſaued: 1 may aſke ye a queſizon 
; IE Iknow yewil anſwere very boldly, 
Arb, Jknowe nocauſe why JI ſhoulde 
* i nof anſwerebolvly. 2 i 
| i Zelor. Yeſaytrue,forblind-bayarde.is: 
: i the boldeſt horſe in the cart,although hebe; 
' I almoſt drowned in one ſlow yet he willnat: = 
8 ſtickat another,he wil through when al ths! 
reſt wil traine curteſie. But let vs come'fo 
| I thematter whether is it greater preſuwps 
| tion for to beleeue that God is true, orin 
© If todoubt of the certeintic of his promiſe? &: 
S I whether doeth that man honoure G ON: 
1 moſt which giueth credit to his word,orbe 
© EE which doubteth whether he wi! perfourme! 
© Wtheſame? 1-1 27 1, 
Ath,  Jfmuſtneds begrauntedthaths: 
which beleeneth God ofhis wozd yoeth wel! 
and be that doeth not doeth euil(>::; © 257: 
| | _ ©  Zobor; ii Yau! 


Zelor.Y ou ay true, forif a prince make an 
offer vnto ſome man who he fauoureth,and 
he ſhould make anſweare , Idoubt ofir;; I 
ſcarce beleue the performance of your pro- 
miſe : would nor the Prince thinke him ſelfe: 
greatly diſhonoured to haue it doubted, 
whether hebe a ma of his word. It he ſhould 
ſweare for the performice of his promiſe,&. 
the party not truſthim,he would neuer put 
thar vp, or beare flickr an injury. Then ir muſt 
needsfollow that whe God hath boiid him 
ſelfe both by promiſe & by oth,as it is ſaide 
Heb,cap. 6. ver.:/7,How great preſuption. is 
ienot for ro-belceue him ?itis all oneastoo 
_ thiinke God maylic;or that he may bee for- 
 ſyornewhichis horrible blaſphemie; 
©Arth.J graunt this is frue , if God ſhould 
- feliany man that he ſhould be faued,ifhe'vid: 
nidk then beleeve him , Bat where. is that 
maniWhiche can ſay God ener tolde him oz 
| Doth he tcl any one man ſo? T9 
= Zelor, Yeathathe doth, for that which 
hefendeth ynto al in general, he ſedeth vnto 
every one particular : for is it not all one ,if 
arh&be condemnedfor treaſon'to bane his 
pardoſenthim being but one mi alone;;or. 
aning a great ſort mo _cadened'ento deart, 
vatfhumagencral pards js ſent for the all? 
a Ath, @That 


P 


Thecountrie diuinitie. 27 
| Ath. That is alone.fo2 he hathHis part init. 

- Zelot, Euenſois it berweene God and 
vys,we wereal condened, hee hath ſenta ge- 
neral pardo to as many as beleeue the ſame, 
that whoſocuer truſieth in Chriſt hee ſhalbe 
ſaued,God therefore hath tolde ſome men, 
that is ſuch as beleue that they ſhalbe ſaued, 
and ſuchas doubr of his promiſe & his oth, 
they ſhalbe daned. Therefore it is al one in: 
thoſe which beleue,as if he had ſent a parti 
cular meſſage vnto them. RY 

Ath, Jnevuer heard ſomuch in all my. 
life befoze. - 

Zelot. Tbelecueſo,ForS.R.can no great: 
skillin this geare; he can whiponera newe; 
payre of cardes nimbly,and tyrle a dycin 
be ſhould bethe meſſenger of the Lorde « 
hoſtes,euen as the Prophete ſayth his lips. 
ſhould keepe knowledge,and men ſhoulde, 
enquire athis month, he ſhoulde open all. 
the Counſel of God vnto the people , & not, 
t them run headlong as they doe ynto dex, 
ruion. He ſhould inſtru& them in all, the, 
dodGrine of fayth, and repentance , and ſo, x 
puyde them in the feare of God, _:.;j- +; 

Zelor. Almencannot doalike, we mult | 
ale good will.cuery man.cannot bs. | 
p 2LAC to pn FE «. WEE oot © cx 6 gy Pang | 
. . Zelot, Pecauleyeecare notforkee» 
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The coyntrie diuinitie. 
king after eternal life,yec are content to/ack 
cept of nothing :and becauſe yee loue your 
luſts,and hare to be refourmed, yee abhotre 
the vie of preaching;and as a poore man as 
yeare,ye would not for xL.ſhillings ye had a 
Preacher among you, 

- Ath, Peeuer take meaf the wozft, 
allowe pzeachtng.it is good nowe and then, 
but ſome can keepe no meaſure no2 tel whe 
they hane vone : Againe they be oner hot 
and ſeuere , and pzeach damnafion fo the 
people ; Likewiſe they meddle with ſache 
matfers as they neede not, as Election and 
P;eveſfination, what ſhoulve ſuch matters 
be ſpoken of among the people they make 
men wozſe. — 

*? Zelor, IthinketheDiuell is the cun- 
ningeſt ſchoolemaiſterin the worlde.Otherſ - 
\ hoolemaiſters cannot bring groſle heads 
anddullardsto any paſſe but contentthem ſl * 
ſelyes with the finer wits,forto trayne them 
ripen ones : bura man can almoſt lyght b 


ppon none of his ſchollers, be they neucr 
ch blockheads, bur they haue their leflonſl 7 
their fingers ends. ES: 

© * Ath. - J thanke yee'Dir fozyour good 
_ Woozbe: But A nener learneditoftheDi- 
40102 nener was any ofhis CORO. - 


, 
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cruſt. J have as lirle-co doe with bim as yore 
o2 any other. 

Zelot, Where did ye learne 3 it then, if 
not of the Deuill ? 

 Ath. Jhaue heard honeſt men ſpeake tc, 
and ſome Preachers pzeach it, 

Zelet, ThenlIperceiue ye learned it riot 
of the Deuill himſelfe, but at the mouth of 
ſome of his Vſhers. 

Ath. TWhercfoze oe pe call chem the 
Deuilles Uſhers $ chep have Ckill in che 


woz2de of God, and ought to knowe what 


they ſay, 


Zelot, Icallthem fo becauſe they teach” 


theprecepres of the Deuill, Andalthough 

they have ſome knowledge in the worde, 

ye 7 neuer learned theſe thinges whit 
youre out of the worde, 


Dd the Deutll each them becagſe | 


thep bave itnot in Gods wozd 4 


Zelot. Itisthe dofrine of the Deuill,” 


becauſeit is againſt Gods worde. ForGod 
neuer ceacherh men thole thinges which 
are contrary to the doctrine which he hath 
ſet downe i in his worde., 

Ath. ' I thinke ye will hardelp pzvoye' 
thele thinges fo2 too bee agalt C bs. 
wozde, by, D TIS 


þ The Coyntric dwuiniie,  - 
_..Zelzt, I would you could as cafily 
prouc your {elfe to be a good man:for then 
we ſhould ſoone agree. . - By 
'Ath. Por are noc fo) fo tudge of me 
no mozechen Jam foz.to judge of pop 2-but 
thete be manp nowa dayes which will take 
vppon- then foz co tudge men 2: they. doe 
_ learne that. out of Gods wozde Il any 
, Ure, 
__- Zeloe.. -.If Ifeea mon drunken,or heare 
bim ſ\xcare or raile and ſuch like, and ſay, 
he.is a naughty man, doe I iucge: ſhall 
account him a good man, when 1 ſec he 
is naught? - 2 i. 
;.Arh.. (hen amandoth (ce thoſe natgh» 
| tyþices , be may boldcly (ay that ſuch mzn 
dfe-naught. ee 
'**Zelot. In like maner when a man hea- 
reh one which holdeth cuill and abhowi- 


Ly 


nable opinions againſt rhe truth, he'may. 


as,boldely.ſay he is naught : becaule they 
liaue.given iudgement of them ſelues, ahd- 


Or. . pat Henne 
haue ſhewed v.tat they are, Nay they be 


he : S2 Fas 4 ; ya » BS gar ſt 
uchg as yeu which tazc vppon ye for to 


judge :forler a man be more carcfull ther 


your1clues tor zo ferue God :and by and by 


Yo Þ will enter into the ſecrets of his heart, 
which God onely doth knoy, & ye wil rigt 


Ricke 
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ficke for to pronounce thar bei isah hy 
crite; In the meane't:me, let a man tell you 
that yeare wicked, when he doth,ſee- your 
wickedneſle , ye aunſwere, ye ought nor to 
judge :but I will rooms for to proue that the 
thin es which ye ſpeake apgaintit preachin 
are oa Jeuilifh ada Sidked. Yelaide ——_ 
] allowe preaching. it is good nowe and 
then, but ſome can keepe np. meaſure 2 Nor 
will neuer haue done. 

Ath. Jſapd ſoin deede, I will nor denſe 
my wo2de, and J thinke ſo fill, Foz aman 
may haue ouermuch of any thing, and py 
nough is as good as a fealf, 

Zelot. Avery little is ynough for you, 
if the Preacher doe paſſe his houre bur « 
little , your buttokes beginne for to akes 
and ye wiſhe in your hearte that the Pulpic 
| would fall. 

Ath. Pe map geſle twiſe befozc ye geſſe 
| fo right, | 
| Zelot, Ni: ay I canne oeſſe fornewihas 
neere in ſuche a man as yee are- : .buth 
praye ” did yee neuer fitte at Cantes.all 
ni ar ? cans | 
| Ath. Pes that J hae , and _— 
 buta ſor night too. 
Zelat, The. cauſe why yee his 
DO D z 


= -k 
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houre fo long ata Sermon, 8 a whole ni ghe 
fo ſhort at Cardes, is that ye delight in <m 
one and care not for the other : the carding 


s toyned wich much finne and ſeruice of 


the Deuift, the other is for to bring vs vnts 
the knowledge and feare of God : Marke 
nowe how much by your owne confefſion 
ye loue the Deuill more then God ? for him 
doe ye loue moſt, whome ye delight to 
ferue molt, 
! Ath;” - Can we not ſerie God without 
fo mech;peaching 2? I ſee chep are never the 
detter which runne molt after fermons, they 
talke much, but J would hane them leaue 
king and fall co doyng , we ſee no do: 
Ho but men are fill eucn as cuill as be- 
f | 
"Zelor. Can your feruauint ſerue you vn- 
lefle he know your will ? | 
*Ath; ' No that he canior. 
.* Zeloz, No more can you ſerue- GOD 

Gur the knowledge of his will, and as 
fotthe reſt of your ſpeech,when ye crie out 
+pataft preaching of Gods worde , thar it 
.maketh men never the better,and ye would 
Hikdthem Teaue talking,and fall to doing:! 


._ *__ Efefſe there be a number which are coun- 


Gore which-lize not according 


0 
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ro the Goſpel, and moſt commonly they be 
ſuch, as haue bur a little ſmacke of rhe Go- 


they wantthe meanes, hauing the word ci- 
ther ieldome orlaoſcly preached. ButT will 
confute your vanitie another waye in this 
poin:,tell me, are not theſe your {ayinges ? 
where ihe worde is fincercly preached;if a« 
ny ſecke to frame their liues after the ſame, 
when they doe cither by worde xeprooue 
|  yourcuill wayes, orby deede refule:your 
lewd maners:Theſe men are full of the Spi- 
| rize;theſe are preciſe fellowes,thele are hos 


lie Saintes., theſe thinke them ſelues Qads. - 


fellowes : theſe thinke: them ſcluesberter 


then all other men. ' . _ 11:14 
Aih. TQeſayo in deede, there is-gjbod 
cauſe why. TOS ; © + >OFgJ 


| Zeter, . Then Ipray yetell me howtlioſe 


two things can hang together, when ye fay 
| there is no-amendment of life ,. and: yeuune 
; | complaine thar they. be ouer fullof the pb _ 
: I ritc,cuci preciſe, and ſuch like. Mayghoe 

ucry man ſee, that ye pronouncethutigsuts 


rectly.contrary. the one to the.othes 


cm 


| | thercisnoamendment,and yer inefir@bwe 


. lay, they amend ouer faſt; .. . -i3 boinss 
" Ath. Te doe noeſap that anydoe. a- 
Gee 3 


ſpel,& yer thinke they know much, becauſe. 


| The Countric diuinitie. - 
mende-ouer faſt.  : 
Zelet. When ye ſay theyare cuer holy, 
8& what ſhould men be ſo curious & full of 
the ſpire ,. what is this but to ſay that they 
amend.ouer fafi?Is not. this to amend when 
men by. duc inftruQtion out of Gods worde 
cometo repentaunce of.cheir former yices? 
and:hauc:a care to keepe themſelues from 
the ſpottes. of.the rotten flcſhe and filthic 
world,Do not you and ſuch as you are after 
a:fort-blaſpheme , when ye reproche men 
wizh the ſpirite?Is it a ſhame for aman now 
adayes for to haue any thing to doe with 
the ipirite of God? While a man doth walke 
aferdu=fleth inthe luftes of vncleanneſle, 
he-is an honeſt man: But fo ſoone as he is 
* indyted with any grace, ye wonder at kim as 
crowes do atan owle,ye are readyro floute 
ahd:mockec him.onrot his skinne. And as if 
the ſpirite of God were a ſpirite of diſho- 
mour andthame, yemocke men with him. 
We may wonder 'at the long patience of 
Godabich hath thus many. yeeres ſuffered 
hinwſelfe to be diſhonauredyhis ſpirice reui- 
led; bisworde defpiſed, and hath not bene 
reutnged, but no doubt the longer he hath 
taried, the heauier.will the ſtroke be. : --- 
-« Athi:  Menaremen , what ſhould = 
pou make 
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make themſelucs moze holp then they be?.. 
Zelot. If ye meane one way yelay right, 
fort is a'naughty vice for men to ſeeme to 
' be holy when they are not, orto ſeeme to 
be more holy then they be:but if ye meane 
another way(as Ithinke ye do)that becauſe 
men are fintull by nature, why ſhould they 
ſceke for to be better,then do yeſpeake ves 
ry wickedly, For God calleth men to repE= 
cance,toturne trom their cuill wayes; God 
ideth his ſcruances at all times with his 
tpirite,cherfore $.Paule fayth Rom.8.Thore 
is no conderanation nowe to thoſe whicts 
are in Chriſt Ieſus , which walke nor aftait 
the fleſh, burafer the ſpirite.And'againe in 
the ſame chapter,as many as are led by thg 
ſpirite of God, are the-ſonnes of God. 'He 
ſayth that if we liue akcer the fleſh,we ſhalt 
dyc : in other places he doth ſhew, which | 
are the workes of the ſpirjte , and: which 
are the workes of the fleſh :: And youtlike 
blaſphemous wretches allow thote whivh 
walkeafter the fleſh, and condemncthals 
which are led by the [pirite. - - | 53 five 
Ath.'  Are-none indued with Gods 
Syirite, but (urh as ruane to hzare:promd 
ching + - oligo gorge 
 \Zelot. Whoſowucr hath rthefj 
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The Countrie diumitic, 
God , cannot but delight in the worde of 
God, which the ſame {pirite ha'h vttered: 
The Lorde fayth he which is of God, hea» 


reth Gods worde: The happie man is he- 


(as we haue in the 1. Plalm? ) which hath 
his-delight in the lawe ofiche Lorde, ang 
which doth meditate in the fame day and 
night ? We haue in the Pſalme 11 2 Bleſſed 


| is the man which fearcth the Lorde,he hath 


great delight inhis. commainndements. - - - 
-- Moreouer, the ſpirite of God doth not 
euide men without the worde. And there 
fore ir is fajde Plalme 119. Thy worde is a 
hnterne-vnto my feete,and a light'vnto my 
pathes.$ Peter ſaych ,I,Epiſt.1.Hc hath be- 


.gatten vs .againe not of mortall bur of im- 


miortall ſecede, which he affirmeth-to be the 
worde of God that indureth for euer.Likes 
wiſeS.lames ſayth cap.1.of his owne goo! 
will-begat he vs,by the word of truth. See 
mgithcrfore that the holy (Ghoſt docth ger 


_ mic by the word,i: followeth that all thoſe 


which ſetlight by the worde , are.led , nos 
with the ſpirit of God,but with the ſpirit. 'of 
deDcuil,l mightalleadge a number of tc» 
Kimoryes of Scripture to proue that ſuch as 
ou which make ſo ſmal accompt of the ſa» 
Cadwigtdc of God, asthere.be a number, 
= NE yea 
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yearhegreateſt number which doe nor ſer = 


{o much by it as they doe by an olde ſhoe, 
arc deſpicersof God, woorle then brute 
bealtcs. TD. | 


' Ath. Cannot men be lead by Godsſpi- - 


tite and ſcrue God, vnleſſe thep knowe the 
Scriptures:GOD to2b4dve char all choſe 
Gaylae be awzy which are not learned: is 
it not enough for plaine countrie men,plow 
men ,. taplours, and luch 9ther,fo2 tohaug 
their ten commaundementes, the Lozdes 
p2aper., aud the beliefe 2: I! thinke chele 
| may ſuffice .ys., what, ſhoulde we meddle 


further ; } knowe men which are no ſcrip-- 


ture men Wiich ſerye-GDD 238 well ag 


the beſt-of them gll.. UWAitl ye condemag 
| 4 id + 


ſuch? i EE bd S : Iz 
 Zelet, 1ayde before thatmen canngg 
be lead by Gods ſpirite,& refulezo know 
the Scriptures 2 ' Neither can they rrucly 
ſerue hjm vntill fych type as they, knows 


| howe for to ſexug him; for God reacherh . 


how he will beſerued, and he teacheth ons: 
ly in his word:his wil is that we ſhal learge 


to know him by his ward: And therfoxe he - + 


hath 'sppoin;ed jhe Miniſtry of the words 


to cofitiinue for eyerin.hjs Church, that-by:. 
it menmay be built yp in Chrift,as ye ay. 
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rcade Ephe. 4- For this cauſe $. Pante ex 
horteth Timothy to be-inttant in teaching 
mn ſcaſon & our of ſeaſon:he travelled him- 


. ſelfenight and day,he maketh a veryferiic 


prayerto God continually for the Colloſ- 
Hans,that they might be fulfilled with the 
knowledee of his will, in all wifedome and 
ſpirituall vaderſtanding.Collof.ver. g..For 
this cauſe he cxhorteth the Chriſtians toibe 
thildrea in malice, -butnotro be. children 
" vnderſtanding . The holy Ghoſt doth 
ſharpely reproue the Hebrewes as we may 
ſee,in the latterend of the 5. chap. of that 


_ Epiſtle : becauſe they were yet children to 


be ravghr, whenfor the time they ſhould 
haucbene teachers-Againe there is a'nota- 
ble ſentence in the beginning ofthe ſccond 
chap.of the Proucrbs, wherca man may 
ne Provuc An nonecan come to the 

care of god, bur ſuch as do earncſtly ende 


How for ro know God. The words be theſe 


My ſonne if thou teceiue my words, & hide 
my commaundements with thee,to incline 
thine cares ro wiſedom;& to bow thy har: 
to ynderſtanding: ifthou' call for vnderitd- 
Unip;and vrter thy voyce for knowledge:if 


thotfeeke her as filuer'; & digge for her as 
SSrhidde treaſures:Then ſhalt thou vnder- 


and * 
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| fand the feare of the Lorde ance find the 
knowledge of God. Ita man doe not re- 

ccive the word and commaundementes of 
God viitered by his Miniſters, ithe doe nor 
keepe and lay them vp,ifhe donot cry and 
call vpon God for-yuderſtanding if he doe 
not incline his carcs 8& bend his heart ther 
to,ithe doe not ſearche and digge afterher 
a5 men doe for treafures:he ſhall nor esme 
to the knowledge of the feare of God;'i! 


.Ath, All men cannot come to thele things 
which pou-ſpeake of, - es as 
| Zelot, Allmenwhich will pleaſe God 
mult corae thus farre,'that rhey ci ſay:with 
the Prophet Dauid inthe 119. Plalme zT 
haue hidden thy-wordeiin my heart, thatTI 
mighr. not ſinne againftthee . Alſo in thi 4 
ſame place when he hath asked the-ques  , 7 
ſtion. Wherewithalla younge man ſhall : 
cleanſe his waycs, he aunſwearerli;:biitue 
king heede thereto according tothy'Woth 
whereby ir is moſteuident , that all cid 
are ynpure in their wayes,. ahd finiicight 
nouſly againtt God, which haue notlapde 
vp his worde in their heartes, nor-tleabſed. 
their wayes bythe ſame; - 00 0097 
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But let vs come to ſome other of your ſay< 
ings, which I am grieved for to heare. 

'. Ath. Ye neede not to be greeued, foz: 
doe-nochurt pe, - -. - T6.) 
.Zelot. Icannotbutbe greeued to ſee; 
your groſle and palpable blindnefle: and 
ain. the more grieued when I remembey, 
that: many which are -atherwiſe very wiſe 
men yfe much your doltifh ſayinges, and 
thinke they ſpeake. yery witely . They tay 
what ſhoulde vnlearned men meddle fur- 
ther thei to {aytheir tereommauyndemets 
the Lordes prayer , and the Artioles of the 
faith. And you are ofthe ſame minde, 
:..;Ath. Jtruſt todoe as well with theſe 
vs other with all their learning. 


1 : Zelgt. Doe ye thinke that ye ſhall doe | 


will even becauſe yeicanſay th&atthough 
ye: doc not vnderſtand them. by 
[': Ah. .; Nap if q vianſap them, and doe 
atviiderSande them, he is litle the beceer 
Wknowe not why I-Gauld not vnderftande 
et ;/ ſo long as Godibath giuen me my 
We-wittes : I: am no childe , no2 J amno 


Gfrlet. Indeede he that hath one good 
-witis no foole , much lefſe are you which 
have fiuc : you muſt needes knoy all and 
| | more, 
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more . For Ithinke ye meanc, that ye are 
able by reaſon to vnderſtand thoſe things. 
{ _Ath. FJiratF vaverſtandby thatrea- 
- fon which Godhath giuenme,ſo much as is 
ſuffecient:J can tell when J] do well, and 
can tell when J] doe cull, os 
Zelot. I percciue you are a fre wil man 
one of thoſe which thinke by naturall vn- 
I derftanding to conceiue the mitteries of 
| God : Andye doe in deede vndcrſiand fo 
much as is ſufficient:not for to ſaue ye,but 
as S.Paule faych Rom.1, ro make ye with= 
out excuſe:& ſoto codemne ye. You know 
ſome finnes: and likewiſe ye can tell fome 
things which are good, but ye can neuer 
tell any thing which ye have done that's 
pood. * 
Ath. J cruſt GOD will be moje 
faudurable then pou are 2 and that he wilf- 
not fo2gecte the good deedes which J haue 
done, wy 
' Zelet A vetielitle box I warrant yew 
wilt holde all your deedes , if ye havens 
moe olde deedes then you haue good 
deedes. = 
Ath. Are not thele good deedes, whens 
man doth give to the pooze, and is reavp'co ' 
boe his neighbour a good turne?whenam - 


"F. - >... oy” WW go i 


=. + , 7-aah. J'doe themas nigh as God will 
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doch live honeftly,ferize God,and thinke no 


man any harme. i 

. Zelot. Now ye ſpeake of coll:now ye are 
hitinto your right vaine againe, cuE where 
ye would be,to boaſt of thole things which 
ye haue not: for none of all thoſe or ſych 
like ate good in you, becauſe they doe not 
proceede of fairh:for S.Paule ſaith Rom.x4 
yer,2 3, Wha. focucr is not of fatth is ſinne, 

Ath. Howe can pe p2ooue that mine are 

not of fatch? HH 1+ 6; 
. . Zelot. Faith is by hearing,and hearing 
by the word Rom. 10.17.where a man de- 
ſpiſeth che worde there ci be no faith :be- 
cauſefaith is grounded vpon the word,and 
_ dotlynot belecuc things contrary vnto the 
worde, Moreouecr, they be not your five 
wits,(as you terme them) which canmake 
ye able for to vnderſtande the myſicries of 
Gods word. Forthey cannot be vnderſtood 
asS.Paule teacherth. 1.Corinth.2.11. Vn= 
kefle God reucale them by his ſpirite:for e- 
yenthe wicked which ſeeme to know the, 
do not know them aright. Bur let vs come 
for to ſee how well ye do vndeſtande the 
tencommaundements.Do ye not looke to 
.cometo heauen,by doing ofthe? . - 


cite 
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riue me grace, F truſt God wil not require 
moze at.inp hands chen FJ am able foz.co vo: 
Tam as he made me? tfhe had made me a-- 
ble fo2 co ds better, ] ſheulddo moze, 
| Zelat. Nowyeareinadecpepecce of. 
duivjty:ye thioke this is lo equal which ye 
vtter now,that al the Doctors in the workd: 
are nor able for to controll ye.Ye fay ye do 
what ye cat, mor: God caunot require at- 
your handes;you meane 25 if one ſhoulde 
make this comparifon : z father canne rc- 
quire no more of his child then his ſtregth 
will ſerue,a Prince can commaund his ſub< 
ict no impoſſible thing : ifa father ſhould 
whippe his child for not doing that which 
he 1s not able, it were crueltic vif a Prince 
ſhould put aſubieRto dcath fornot doing 
his commaundementin a matter vnpoſh- 
ble,it were tyrauny:the facher will ſay. My 
child did his 200d willI can aske no mores 
The Prince wil ſay he hath done tha: which, 
amay might,and further[ can not require 
Likewiſc-you thinke God ſhoulde deale, 
ftraightly with ye, ifhe ſhould condemne; _ 
yefer bgeaking the Law, which ye are not. 
able ro obſerue:&:harhe cannot looke for; . 
moxe at your kandes rhen he hathniade ye 


o "Pp 
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able to performe. - 

Ath. I meane fo ft beede,fteſh is ale, 
we can not doe all things. 

Zelot. Tprayyeteli me z doe ye thinke 
any ſhall goe to hell and be damned? 

Ath. The Scripture ſaith there fhall, 
doth it not? — 

- Zelort. Wherefore doe ye thinke they 
ſhalbe damned? 

Ath. Foz byzeaking Gods commatin: 
dements. _ 

Zelot, Arc they able for to keepe 
them? | | 

 Ath. No mantis able foz to keepe 
them. 
Zelot. Shall they then be damited for 
euerin hellfire, for breaking thoſe lavwes 
which they wins not able to keepe? * 


Ath. 32tot if chep had done cher good (- 


wilt : Foz then chep coulde not'by bia 
 Zelot, Howe the Diuell hath maffled 
- you to keepe ye from ſeeing the daun- 
; Fo ofeternall damnation which ye are.in: 
awe ye neuer heard that which. GO by 

_ © fathby Moſes, which'S.Paule citechin the 
_  75;thzp.tothe Galath, Curſedis cucty dtie 


bet: o_ abydeth not inall things which are 


Wite 
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tenin the. hooks of he law _ to _ them; 
by which ye, may.ſee that GOD with his 
owne mouth doth lay his curſe , which i is 
e .darnnation yppon-cuery one which doeth 

breake neucr 1q little of the lawe. 
þ Ath. GOD ismercifulſ, he is not 
| ſo ſeuere as you noules make him for to 
-be p,-- "Y SS 
f Zelot. - Doe ye nat thinks that he is a 
:  iuftandatrueGod? F 
Ath. - J mult needes thinke ſo. ; 


c Zelor, Do yethinke that when he hath £ 

| vttered his juſtice, thathe can by his mercy "<0 
e BE gofromit, and ſo be foundevatrue? Nay 2 Dr 
| here. be ! many of ye which. inall thinges 7 
F Erie God is. Ae God: i is merciful, ; 5 F 


$ which never conſider with what conditions fa 
| God hath promiſed mercy , neither how ... _ . *# 
A - at maye Rang. with his juſtice and trueth: "mi 
, WM yethinke God dffereth mency without eX>._ -/-, 
ception, . - A 
il. Ath., If God be not mercifull , weare 
but in euill cole, 
: Zelot:. Heisamolt mercifull and rat th» _. 
ous God, but yet.not ynto any but ſachs. E 
he hath promiſed mercy, How manythows: 2 __ 
Jandsthere be ,which are caried healiniy; . [2 
to ohel wit this error, which not knowhg-:: 
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the \iuſtice and truth of God, doe blefſe 
them ſelues where God hath accurſed the, 
For theſe things which you haue now vite- 
red,are cuen of the principal reaſons which 
Satan doth ſeduce men withall.,, and holde 
them fromthe truth. They thinke thus,I do 
wharlI can,God hath made me able to doe 
no better, God is mercifull, they know not 
this;that God made vs able inourfirtt crea- 
tion to keepe and obey his will wholly,and 
that although-we can now keepe nopartof 
it, yet he way mſtly accutſe and condemne 
ys vnto ctcrnall fire, for tranſgrefling ary 
part of it : ye are not as he made ye, & ther 
fore ye deceitic' your felfe when ye thinke 
chaths requireth no more at your handey, 
thei ye are how able for-to doe. Ye deceiue 
your {elfe; when ye thinke that Godecan 
be tnercifull ynto ye, and youliuve without 
repentance.  * CE raed er. 

+ Ath. You would niake a man diſpatre, 
Tf ye would put him out of-hope tin the mer- 
cle of God, , Tat? 4327 


3+ 


'. "*Selot. Iwould not bring ye out of hope 
-. Mithe mercy of God, but I would bring ye 
Hit of your yaine hope; which is not that 


”. ,  - Fſchwill aue ye, bur doth harden and 
& _ _ -plidycymodamnation, OT 


caule itbreadeth this in the hearts of men, _ 


-glad with feare & trembling ro ſecke-afrer | EE .. 


 gainſt their contempt of the Loxdes word, + 
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;Arh.. . How can amang hope and fayth 
tn God, harden and blinde.him vntodamna- 
tion: J2ow a dayes there is nothing among 
many of pe but danmation, damnation, Je 
is well chat God hath not giuen pou power 
foz to condemne men. EE ; 

Zelot. - If it were atrucfayth, itmuſt 
needes faue them,bur being a faith which is 
blinde, it blindeth thoſe which baue it, and 
hardnech them in their finnes, and keepeth 
them fromthe ſeeking after the knowledge 
of Gods will, and ſtayeth them from retur- 
ning home vnto God by true reperance,be- 


to thinke and ro ſay,we are wel ynough,we _ 
truſt in Gods mercy , we belecue as well as. 
the beſt of themall : when as if they were. - 
ridge out of this notable ſnare of the Deuilz-. © ..$ 
and brought for to ſce the wrath of Gad "5 
bent againſt them , they would then he <2 Ee 


Es” 


the Lorde in his worde, and to be afraide . - = 
to committe thoſe thinges which might == 
diſpleaſe him. Where as nowe a-miap.. *==8 
maye-crye yntill he rende his thoate. a= 


and againſt their fowle ſinnes;, .befare + 
he can mooue them ar all ; and why bes © 
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cauſe the deuill hath goteen the within this 
fortreſle : God is mercifull , God is merci- 
full. And for your other fvoliſh wordcs,that 
there is now nothing bur damnation dam- 
nation: Do ye thinke-that men are-euer the 
fooner caſt into damnation' becauſc they 
arc tolde of the great daupgertherof. _ 
Ath. I pjap pe let: me clee what good 
' Ean come therof.” 
Zeher. If Hhowldm ecte ye byt the way 
and perceiue that ye were going: into the 
way where ye ſhould light among thecues, 
which would murther ye:which were moſt 
profitable for you, if I ſhouldrell ye, thus, 
; "Ye be well, ye;be well , orto ſhew ye that 
 _ *yebe in dauvger of your life) 5 if ye palle 
-Ahat wayc?  '*. 
-  Ath. That were a wicked: part fo2 to 
+4et a man gee where he ſhould looſe his life 
8 =ayd not fo2 totell him. 
= -  ":Zelor, Whereforedoc ye not hes then 
' - "Thi&tthoſe which do fhew yethe daunger of 
- 1d@ination doe it for your profit, as well as 
they which teach ye to auoide ſome out- 
pnonoer a mantell yerhus,yoe not 
that: ewil be robbed,ye wil be killed, 
-  86Nit How that he will robbe or kill ye: 
 s ſay ; z men now vtter On, 
an 
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and that. it is well they haue not powerto 
condemine men. And know this for certain- 
ty, thatif Godin his worde doth threaten 
damnation, and the Preacher do not ſhew 
itto the people, and teach them how to a- 
yoid the ſame, thcir blood ſhalbe required 
at his hand.Butlet vs come backe againe to 
the former matter to ſee how well ye vn- 
derſ{tid your x. commaundements.I would 
know this of ye , whether it be good for 
men to know the Jawe, ſeeing it doth no- 
thing but curſe and condemne vs: if there 
were no lawe, there could be no finne, I 
ſpcake both of the law of nature,and of the 
lawe written, & if there were no finne, tliere 
could be no condemnation : Eor this cauſe 
thelawis called the minilſteric of death and 
condemnariqn, and it is called the letter 
which killeth, 2.Corinth: 3; Seeing it doth. 


workeall this, what proficcanit bring for, ' 
to know it,or why ſhould it be preached? ;t .. 
 Ath. ' J p1ap pe tell me pou, f62 IJ] ailh + 
bnlearned; and you are learned, If it boa. 
- pouſay, FJ chitke it were good no0 to pjeath - 
tc? if tt doecondemne vs, "0+ 


4 


Zelet. Whataſhame'is it that arnay 


*. ,77 


your age ſhould haue ſo little skillagnanredl 


know to what purpoſe the law ſerne8lhid 
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a token ye vnderſtand your x.commaunde- 
ments wel. I will tell ye, when a man know- 
eth the law,it doth bring him to ſee that he 
is alrogether corrupted with finne , both in 
body and ſoule, that he is vnder Gods hea- 
vie indignationand curſe : and that in him- 
ſelfe there is no helpe atall, ir caſteth him 
into feare and terror of Gods iudgements, 
and ſoinforceth him to ſeeke for remedy in 
Chriſt. Whom before he did nor greatly 
ſecke after. For looke how a mi which doth 
not thinke himſelfe ficke nor'in daunger 
of ſickneſle careth not for a Phifition: ſo he 
which doth not know his damnable eſtate. 
by the lawe, careth nor for Chriſt : This is. 
© the cauſe wby Chriſtſaith:The whole need 
not the Phiſicion, but the ficke , I came not 
co call the righteous, but ſinners to repen- 
- taunce. Therefore to ſuch as haue wounded 

* conſciences,the Goſpel is ſweete and com- 
fortable: and Chriſt in the later ende of the 

elcuenth chapter of $.Mathew,calleth ſuch 

'ynto him, ſaying : Come vnto me all ye: 
hich trauell and be heauic loden , and 1 
will refreſh ye. But ſuch as haue no feeling 

. '6f their finnes, or which are blinded and 
- hardened, ye ſhall percciue ſmall joyeand 
"&lghitin them forto heare the word pers. 

| ched: 
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thed:they had rather be at Bearebayrting. 
Ath. Peſay well, Jwould I! could re- 
member your wozdes. 
Zelot, There be many which will ſeeme 
to be deſirous for tolearne, but a man ſhall 
ſce, they continue euen as careleſle as be- 
fore:But I will goc on with this matter. The 
Scripture ſayth, that a ſorowfull ſpirite is a 
ſacrifice to God : and that God doth not 
deſpiſe the humble and contrite heart ; Bur 
men are afraid to be brought to the know- 
ledge and feeling of their finnes for feare 
as they ſay, leaſt they ſhould be driuen, into 
diſpaire : as though that were a ſafe prote=- 
Con for them for a time to be in a ſenſlefle 
ſccuritie:& as though they were inthe bet- 
ter caſe, becauſe they make no conſcience * 
of their ſinnes.Wheras indeed thoſe which 
are pricked and wounded with their ſinnes, 
are in the way to repentance, whe the other 
are farre of. . 
Ath. Icould like your wozdes the bet- 
ter, bue that ye would haue men not co truſt 
fo their fayth:is itnat good to beleeye well ?- 
Zeloat. There is nothing good in 
men, ynleſſe they belecue well : and we 
cannot truſt roo muche vnto fayth +. but 
you doe not ynderſiand what _ 1192 Tell 
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me this, doth'faych belcene according as 
God ſetterh downe, and ſpeaketh in his 
worde, or doth it beleeue contrary to that 
which God vttereth ? . 

Ath. | Fc doth not beleeue contrary fo 
that which Gov vttercth. 2 S 

Zelot, Letys icethen, when God ſer: 
teth downe &ſhewethwhich are the works 
ofthe fleſh,and threatnerch damnation vnto 
all thoſe which. walke in them : when God 
{etteth down that the deſpiſers of his word 

ſhalbe condemned: and yet men which are 
defiled with the filrhineffe of the flcſh, and 
walke aftertheir corrupt Tuftes do boldely 
bragge that they beleue to be ſaued: & ſer- 


Oo 


ES” ting tiaught by Gods worde, fay they truſt 


in God: is this fayth? God affirmeth ohe 


=J thing,and yet they beleue the contrary:bur 


ſee the blindnefle of mennow a daycs, whe 


By they heare vaine and brutiſh:men boaſt of 


their fayth, ye doe well fay chey, to hauec a 

| 209% behefe, when as in deed itis no more 

| butaproud preſumption, wherwith God is 
highly diſplaiſed, becauſe by it they would 

_. take him a Lyar. Whenthe ſonne of man 
_commeth, ſhal he find fayth in carth?Ifthis 


_—_— peythhe ſhall find great plenty of it eue- 


ere, For the Idolater,the fycarer, the 


o 
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drankard,the proud, the Adulterer, are as 
full of fairh as Hp can bechruſt. For euery 
one of theſe doth bragge that he-hath as | 
good a faith to god as he whichi iS je moſt 
holy of all, OB: 

Ath. Theſe may&repent and be ſaid, 
0 clſe God'fozbid. 

Zelot. Tdoe not { cake whas Godi is a- 
bleto doe in calling as hegdoth call ſome 
ſuch kn cinante'; : butwhar they haue 

in them preſently. But I willfee alitle far- 
thechow' prear skill ye haue inthe law of 
ood, becauſe ye neede:ſo litle preaching; 
What fay ye'vnto the ſecond cotmmaunde- 
mri is it lawful for a manto-worſhip idols? 

Ath-Y thanke Gov I voe not woxſhip ac 
vp,f62 ehat is flatly fozbidden: 

Zelot. 'Whnar ſay ye forthe making of 
any image or picture of God, do. ye chinke 
tlaris ami? +. 

Ath. Foz making iti ts no matter.ſo hae 
a man hane no confidence-in them, 

Zelot. How doye then vnderſtand the 
words of the commaundement which fay. 
Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelfe an 4 gra 
uen image, &c. 

Arch, "Ie meanerh chat we Houlvenoe 
make any-grauen Jimage to chr tneent to. 


, 0 
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Wwozlhip ic, _ 

Zelot, That is your owne addition for 
there is no ſuch exception expreſſed , nci- 
ther cay\ the order of the commaundement 
beare it:forhe dothnot ſay,Thou ſhaltnor 
make tothe entent to worſhip , butthou 
ſhalt neither make nor worſhip... 

Ath. If pe fake it ſo, then why. are 
Japnters allowed to make any picture, 
howts ic lawfull to haue the. image of the 
Purnce tin copte?-' * __... - : 


Zeb. 1 will ſhew ye your errour ,you 


do not ynderſtande that the law was deui- 
ded into two Tables, & thar in the firſt Ta- 
ble,which hath 4.commaundements,there 
is nothing commaunded or forbidden, but 
that whichreſpeReth immediatly the wor- 
ſhip-and honourof God, he medleth not 
with any ciuill or pollitike matter: he doth 
abſolutly forbid ro make asI may terme it 
any diuine image, any-{imilitude for to re- 
preſent God, or to be like him : becauſe as 
the ſcripture ſheweth, there ci no likeneſle 
or fimilitude be made of God. For he is a 
ſpirite of glory,infinite, incomprehenſible 
Which dwelleth in light, which none can 
come ynto:andtherfore ye may read inthe 
Epiſt.ta theRozcap.r. how horrible a finne 
| it 
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Wir was to ſer vp any image or likeneſſe of 
God::therefore the pictures of the trinitie 
and fuch1ike are very abhominable.Burtto - 
lt this paſſe, what ſay ye for the worſhip- 
ping of them:whether is it idolatric,or nor, 
fa man meane ro worſhip God by the i- 
mage,and not the image it ſelte? - . . 
Am. How can that be idolatrie, when 
a man doth wozſhip none but God, he 
knowech that the image cannot helpe hiin. 
' Zelor,” Then your meaning is, that,vn- 
lefle a man doe citheir worſhippe the very 
image it ſelfe,or elſe ſome ful: Godinthe 
image that it is no idolatric? BEN 
.Ath. FJ ſee no reaſon co the contrarp ; 
and Il thanke God J| never was ſo foo- 
_ as to:take a blocke oz a fone fo2 tobe 
od. ES, 
Zelet.: Thenye thinke your ſelfe cleere 
in this commaundement, ye were neuer a- 
ny idolater:ye neuer knecled or prayed yn- 
to any idoll? _ | 
Ath, J| haue kneeled befoze them, and 
p2ated befoze thein,but J] neuer cooke them 
tobe God,neither did J| p2ay vnto any,ſaue 
vntothe Lozd God, J truſt God will nener 
charge me tobe an idolacer, 
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Zelot. All you Atheiſts which haue no 
knowledge of God, are crammed as full of 
popith drofle as ye-can hold,fauing that ye 
will not abide by it,bur goe with the lawes 


ofPrinces;afraid to loſe the world:becauſe 


e haue made theworld your God. 


Ath. I\befie yoperp as much as the beſt 


- Zelot, Euenas much as ye defie the de- 


ucl, whom ye ſcruedayly.Fotye vic popiſh 


reaſons to excuſe your falling from god by 
Idolatrie,and wherby a man may eaſily ſec 
that you are readye vino itagaineif time 
ſerued. £18 | 


. Ath. "ſee multletye aloone to fuvge || 


whatyeluſt, - -... - 

: Zelet.: Nay ye vic the very popiſh rea- 
ſons:whereby they would proue when we 
charge then with the breach of this'com- 
maundement, that they do not commit 
idolatrie;forſaic they, when the Scripture 


doth condemne- that ſinne, it is ment of | 


ſuch as worſhip fayncd Gods,as the heathe 
men did, or ſuch as do worſhip the image 
it ſelte,and take it for to be God. But I will 
dealc with ye by Gods word.Whirt doe ye 
ſuppoſe of the children of Iſrael, when they 


_ came to Aaron, to hauc him make them 


Gods 
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Gods r0- goc before them, when Moſcs ta- 
ried ſvlong in the mount:did they commir 
this great {inne of idolatrie? 

Ath, Theydiv commit idolatrie , and 


| the! bogke ſapth they were deltroted,a great 


number of them. : 
 Zelot,Whatr?was their intent,to worſhip 
ay befides the truc God? 
-Ath. That it was, fo} they deſired Aa- 
ron fo to make them Gods, 
Zelot; Wharthinke ye they rooke Aa- 


ron for to be,aman;or a God? - 


Ath. : That is a queſtton in de2de ;  howe 


could chep thinkehtmto be a God? 


Zelot. -Did they thinke that Aaron 
being bura man hag power for to make a 
God? L 

Ath. Jif thep thought (o,thep were but 
fooles, 

Zelor. And. if you thinkethey chemke 


ſo,ye ſhall proouc no great wiſe man. For 


S which way can a man perſwade any,that a 


mai can make a god?Orcould they become 
more brutiſhe then a calfe, for to beleeue 
that the carcrings of 'golde turned into the 
fimilitude of a:calfe, were nowe become 
Gode No my friende i itis very plaine that 
they meant no more but an image of God 


ol. ©: 
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and that which ſhould repreſent:God, and 
putthem in mind ofhim:ye muſtaratthink 
they were ſo fooliſh , although they were 
very fooliſh as the holy Gbolt in one pal. 
chargeththem,that they turned their gloj 
into the ſimilitude of a calfe whichenak 
hay. This then is plaine enough, that thiey, 
meir not for to worſhip the golden calfe 
ſelfe,but God in the Calfe. Let us ſee then, 
did they meane for to worſhip any other 
by the calfe, beſides the true God:* . + 
Ath.Jtſeemeth thep did,o2cls why ſhouldſ 
they ſay Gods,foz there is but ane God, 
Zelot.Now ye are light.vpon a yery pore 
ſhifc : for we may as well lay . This is thy 
God © llfrael,or make vs a God to go be- 
fore ys. For the ſcripture it ſelfe, inthe He- 
brew t6gue, alihough irteachthat thexeis 
but one God, yet ipeketh of him inthephi 
ral:number.,and ſaith Gods,for excellencic 
or dignitics ſake,as we ice Princes here in 


- the worlde when any of them ſpeaketh, he 


doth not ſay,1,but we,not my perſon, but 
our perſon. For the phraſe of the ſcripture, 
Imight alleage divers places,but you can- 
not ynderſtand, but in your owne tongue: 


.neuettheleſſe I will cite oneitis in the Plal 
:Elohim Shophctim Hu: God:is the judge: 


but 
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but the words are Gods, he is iudge. 
Ath, Can pou pzooue that thep meanc 
£o wozthlp none buc the true God? —__ 
Zelot. Itis eafie to be proyed, bothby 
the wordes of people them ſeJues, when 
they ſay, theſe be thy gods. O Iſrael which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypr:they 
meant not-;to change 'their God which 
brought them out from Pharao, and ledde 
them through the red Sea:neither did they 
thinke that the calfe: which Aaron had 
made,was he which deuided the Sea, and 
drowned Pharao with his hoſt, but they 
tooke irforan image of that God, and not 


of any feyned'God,and alſo by the wordes 


of Aaron, when he fayth .' To morrowe 
ſhalbe a feaſt to Ichouah, which name was 
neuer giuen £6 any, but to the God of hea- 
uen,at the leaſt in thoſe dayes, rhe Godisf 
Iſrael had that name peculier ynto himſelf, 


 TheEye mayſſce,they worſhipped not the I 


dolitſcifiburGod in the Idol,they meant 


notto worſhip any falſe God bur the God 


ofheauc,which had deliucredthem, & yer 
they did commit foule Idolarry & fel from - 
God, in ſo much that God was excceding 


wrath with them. Likewiſe in popery yefel 
from God whenye bowed ynto imagese; 


The Countrie diuinitic, 

Ath. J hope not, becauſe Jdjd nof as 
they-did, chey-putadegotionin if, I meant 
no ſuche. thinge:,: brit40 be obedrenc t0 8 
ro AR 
©. Zelet, . Then your meaning is,that you 
kept your hearte-and conſcience, to God, 
and went with your body but forfaſhion. 
. *Ath. So long as Jdid keepe my conſct- 
ence and hcart coGod, J erult Jdid welle- 
nongh. on Oper : 
.. Zetort. Thenyouthioke God requireth 
not to be worſhipped but with your foule 
&-that you may {crue the Divel with your 
bodic . Ye thinke alſo that God dothnot 
require the outwarde confeſſion of the 
mouth, althoughir ſhouldbe with loſſe of 
life, 7 OPT 


NY '  Zelot; Yourmight heare your ſelfe ſay ſo, 
"0 butthatye ſay ye know not-whattfor here- 
'inyearc:ighbranc,' that the worſhippe of 
-images-isthe worſhippe of Diucls. But I 


2: ckoowe there be many trimme wiſe heads, 


-,. © - mwhichexcuſe the matrer & clere thEſelues 
= . this way,thartbeymakenodeuoci6 of the 
= - , image, or anyother thingin'the feruice of 

ES . the 


-  Ath. Ye-doe- not heare me ſape , that 
-we-map wozHippe the-Dinell with our 
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the Pope , their conſcierice is "A to God, 
they ſerneand feare him, what doethiithure 
+ || them,although they come ourwardly with 
their body;vnto theother:what ſhould they 

; in danger theſcluesin fo ſmall a matrer?Bur 
| will ye Sheare me what I can ſay out of Gods 
word againſt you, and ſuchfellowes?  - 
: Ath. E” will heare you gladlie, Jamnof 

; fo wilful, as not foheare. © © 

Zelot: There were'artioneſt the Eoin 
| thians, divers Chriſhas whicly were perfwa- 
|| dedthatir was a matter indifferent to goe - 
* |} totheIdoletemple, and there tofit at the 3 
: | feaſt withtheintidels ; which they made'in | 
honour ofthe Idole, 8 tb caroof ithie-rhieate 
whiethatl beene ſlainein- ſacrifice vitothe 0 
Idole.They excuſed the fa inthis wiſe;chit ”— = 
|| thexhad knowledge,they vnderſlood:ivell ©: oo 
|! thatthe1dolewas not God, they went tot el 
|| of aniedevotionatall;- as touching: the wot: 1:8 
. || ſhipand ſervice which the heathen: mendid - Bey” 
vic;, butfor friendfip wid neighboarhood! _ = 
fake; they woulde-not refuſe to- eite with _ 
ſuch as were' their kinsfblkes or- acquain- 
tance. NowealthougHS. Paul doth mildlic 
deale-with them; and aunſwereth theirr rea» 
| || fonsinthe8. and '9.-chaprer :'yerinthero, 
"| chap. he dealcth verie _ with keg: i bo 
| eto. = OS 5 


Pn 
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ſetting before themtheterrible example of 
Gods wrath vpon Idolaters, and ſhewerh 
plainly;thac they were partakers ofthe tabls 
of.djuels,& that they: drank ofthe cap of di- 
uelshowſocuer they thought they kepr the 
{{lues,Sc their conſaences freeand vnpollu- 
ted. Euen ſo I concludithat theſe worldlings 
which:yſe this ſhifc, how litle deuotiqu ſoc- 
uerthey Haue,yer they :haue no leſſerhen rhe 
Corinthians had inthe Idole feait, therefore, 
 whenS.Paulaffirmeth,that they commured 
idolatrie,it muſt needes tollow that theſe, do 
much more, . *.. 1 

; Ach,--:Wel, if: the matter bo heard,that it 
bean offence, Ftrult God will fozgiue; vs: 


- Belos.. It is your manner althoughafi ane || 


"wh neuer {o foule, yet to make ſinal account 
of ig, bur like a dogge, that is wounded , Ye ce 
- thinke yee can by this meanes. licke : 
{clues wholcjf ye can but lay, Thope, God 
will forgjue vs. ' ,:., 

_ Ath. Jfyou ſay frae,then al our fozefa- 
thers ſhould ve condemned.becauſe they did 
wozthip tmages.J doubt not but God was 


as mercifull vato them, as he is vntomen þ 


now:J thinke they pleaſed God better then 
wwe doenowe : let vs not ſtande ſo much mw 
our cone lighf. 

'Zebet, 
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_ dives: ni be! '- Sis S333 fot nf +4 + 
-Zala,;, Tt.is, a mernellous thing for to 


But ſeg hawg OT EREIS TIO our forcta- 
ElfiomGo 


Fo odhehtnlta er tominancy = 
of che man of Ein,8&1o to repent &rake hol oÞ 


of Chriſ:& god who js,alwaies like himſelf 
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re.nowe.:when God: offez #3 


fuch as you, not to ſtande- in your owne — {'Þ 
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: tizkt, and obſtin atclie'to refule the-knowe 


ledge of GOP* "Okt forefathers had thaj 
Creat plague catfie ypon chem which S.Pa 
did foreretl;2,: 'Theſ.2. Namely , thar there 
thoulde bee a falling awaie, that Antichrift 
ſhonlde deceaue the werld, and bring them 
to Jamnation: for God ( hee faith): ſhoulde 
ſendethem ſtrariz deluſion, euen'forto be- 
teeuc lies,becauſe they receaucd'tiotthe loue 
of the truerh, thatthey might be ſaued: and 
nowe when God6offeredi Ins wordeay avaine, 
men doc'natioytuthy&chank fy enibrace 
it;and heiffore Gold doth ſenc Jn ſhepe» 
Reards euen after theirheartes cdefire: not to 
feede therh(for they canngt)butrofleeſe the 
for that they can skill off 7not to beeſalt for 
to ſeaſon them, but'to bee ' enen hike Joons 


Gaſt vppon them for to corrupt theminiot k: 


SES 


gale them light, ſeeing themſelyeSareblind; 

The greateſt? number of youre as farrefromt 
God,as they were euen ir the hlindeft time 
_ » ahd hit is confeffed/by your 
owne mouth , when ye ſaie yee wanlde fol- 


 lowour forckadieis: : For ye meane notthoſe 

- Forefathers which did knowand worſhi 

. God aright, bur thofe which were ſdaced 
- and fell Dom him by Idolatrie. - Tam veric 


oth for to queſtionwithyouany furtherin 


the 


an v.10 A tra gas og 
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the commandementes,yee are ſo exceeding 
blindejn. them. ForT knowthat in ourland, 
letal the people be numbfed,and five partes 
of yec doe vnderſtand fo much 1 in the com- 
matdeiments, Lords prayer, and articles of 
che' faith, 'that it were a greate ſhame for a - 
eodly man. tqhaue a childe of x. Yecres olde 
for to know tomore. : 
-Aths. © Haw can vie fell that?J think ve 
goe beyond your booke, bane ye poſed all2 
Zelor...  ] 20e ot To-farre beyonde'my 
booke, as yon 1thinke Idoe, And ckhoush [ 
have notpoledal,yet: Thauepoſed ſo many 
thatt knowe whas the ſtate of the moſt is. 
This Ifinde that in thebeſt and moſt religi- 
ous townes generally; the greateſt part haue 
veric litle zeale,This I find ,Fhat where there 
15one of theſe townes: which, are forward, 
there bee fiue -which are not, becauſe they 
want teaching. This furtherT knowe by ex- 
perience,- that thoſe which'are the willitig 
ones,and as it were the daylic heafers for a 
long time are vericraw when they bee exa- - 
mined The ude you whati isin y 5 reſt, which - | 
are verie ſeldome taught, or refuſe for tobe _ 
caught:and if this be not true, let mee looſe 
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my hand: And yet there be idle bellies, which '- 


are not aſhmed with open 'mouth to lg” 
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that leſſe preaching woulde ferue, and that 
thereis knowledge enough arrions the" *ped- 
ple: when the poore people doe fot Vader- 
ſtand ſo muchas the Lords' ptiier {yoleſſe 
they would hold thein ſlit in  poperte e, they 
can beno more 12norant; bas 

Ath. Jcoulbe like the better, the p20d- 

ching might beonly vps the {| abvoth! bay:ba£ 
nowe they rurtinthe ineakiives, tleaue 
their buſines,+ begger themfelurs:they's go 
to other townts A0100Y isa pitfe that it 
is ſuffered:if is a great difozder. © 

'  Zelot, Heis ; ic ro be bleſſed. which hath 
his delight? in thelawe of thelord,& which 
doth meditate therin day:& night. Iconfeſle 
that y abboth day is the chiefet timeto ſeeke 
for knowleds e. But: that rhari which hath fo 
litleloue to Pe word,that he cannot heſtow 
one houre in A, 'weeke for to here] ir, & yet 
can beſtowe diuers houres in vaine ralking, 
drinkin, and' 'zarying, is bura dull ſcholler 
vpon the Gbbork day: :I warrant ye;ifa man 
looke iy el vnto him,he ſhall find'itharde to 
ud loc : whither he or the ſeathe (ar on,carried 
away moſt:& for leaving theit buſines ſo far 
as they may conueniently , wauld yee hauc 
them forget y Y Precept Ade ſautour Chriſt, 
firſt ſeekey kinzdorne of God, & his tighte- 
oulnes,& theal theſe things ſhal be caſf vpo 
you 
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$022; he ſoule with you islefſeto beecared 
for.t:£ y body:ye prefer this life beforeeter» 
na! 1;fe 26 as for thits; men come for tobe 
ber 15 iy following fermss,y they ſeltheir 
ive, that they arefaine to be gathered for 
ir: «!:e Church:ye haue a bowget ful of theſe 
lies,and ye nced buteuena mill forto grinde 
them. They are taught by. y-word preached; 
to follow their labors paintully, & the bleſs 
finzof God is vpon mens labours, whichdo 
ſceke him and the knowledgeof hisworde: 
andalthough ic ſomtime doth hinder them 
one houre, yet it faueth chem and gaineth 
them many honres , which they were, wont 
to beſtow vainely....-c 5 io 
- Ath.- Jdoenof like thts ſo enill as þ other 
when thep runne from fowne to ftowne 
diſozderly, Spa 
* .'Zelot, 1 pray yeetel mee if there werea 
dearth of corne, howe far woulde ye goe ro 
fetch corne, rather then ſtarue? I belecue ,as 
farre as the ſonnes of Iacob,when they wene 
out of the land of Chanaan into Egypt. - '; 
Ar.Jcoiit himafwle, which wil not goa gref 
way of fo buy his co2ne, rather then ſfarne.. 
Zelot.: He is a {tarke foole, which wil not £> 
a gret way rather the ſtarue his body: but hs | 


1s a foole which wil not once ſtep ourar his - 


F 4 _ dore for 
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for to- ſetke the cucrlaſting 'foode of his 
ſoute::: 

' Ath.* -Thoſe ate not alike, we mult 
needes ſake. fo2 foline. --,._ 
' )\ Zebor.: No, yourcannot ſee them for to 
bee alike: you 'n well in thinges of this 
world , but for heauenlie things, yee ſce no« 
thing: burto come to the matter, it js. great 
Pirie indeede; that there ſhould be ſuch diſ- 
order asthat men thoulde run fromtowne 
to towne to: heare' fermons : - Our Sauiour 
Chriſt pitied themwhenthey cameinto the 
wilderneſſe for to -heare him, becauſe hee 
fah;,.rbey wereas ſheepe withoura ſhepe- 
hearde.Bur you and your matesare not grie= 
net with the fanispitie:yce areas like a 102- 
kiciqus dogge as can/be,xyhich lyerh vppon 
the hay, and will cate none, neither wil ſuf= 
ferthe Oxe which iwoulde; Woe bee vnto 
yeeScribes and Pharifies, yee Hypacrites, 
yecſhurtvp the kingdome of heauen before 


men, Fee:enternot-in your ſelues, neither 


doe ye ſuffer thoſe which would enter Mat. 
23.14 I 

23 Ah. Pou ſay they goe fo ſeeke fode fos 
their ſoules,and folearne fo2 to know God: 
ha they doe it it of vaine glozie.. _ 


= ' ” Zelote 


2 


* 
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 Zelot. There be alwaics ſome no doubt, 
which doenot ſeeke ofa ſyncere minde but 
of -vaine'glorie, and doe abufe. their know- 
ledge; andare. vainclic puffed vpin them- 
{clues,with an opinis of thoſe things which 
are not in them: but will you ge ſentence 
againſt all, becauſe ſome are ſuch? 1s this'a 
good argument? men giue almes for vaine 
elorie, men come to the Church , and pray 
of vaineglorie : Therefore almes and pray- 
cr are to beeleft : for doubtleſle ſome doe 
thoſe thinges for vaine glorie, euen as our 
Sauiour Chriſte accuſeth the Scribes and | 
Pharifies. 8 DN 
Ath. But Chaiff biddeth vs doe thoſe 
I thinges, Powe will y& p2zouc that we are 2 
commaunded fo ds this? | | _ 
\. Zelor. | Tknoweno place which hath _.. FR 
in plaine wordes, Goe vnto other countries 
ortownes for to heare preaching, and whie? 
becauſe the will of God is, that they ſhould 
have preachers come home vnro them ,.and 
be appointed ouer them for to fcede them. 
I might alleadge examples of good men 
which ſoughtafter Chriſt, whom he did not 
forbid.Doe'ye thinke when the Lorde com>. 
maundeth vs to ſeeke him ſocarneſtlie, and 
thatin the myſterie of his Goſpel,that a few 
F 5 myles - 
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. miles onght for to ſtop vs.How farre thinke i), 
. ye men run for a littite earthly ſubſtance? il | 
-How far do they runnc on heapes;both men 
& wome,vnto feaſts, maygames,dauncingy, 
plaies, bearebatings,and other ſuch vanitics? 
Ach. Pouth will be doing,ye muff nof 
blame fhem, they haue fime enough to beo 
holy hereaffer.J haue had as greaf delight 
my ſelf erenow in thoſe things as one, but 
nowe J ware olde. PE Coop 
Zelot. 1 was ſure yee would. allow this 
kinde of running from towne to towne, this 
15 no diſorder at al : howe many are there of 
ye,which crie out with open mouth, againſt 
{ach as ſeeke after the worde, and ſeeke for 
to trouble & puniſh the for ſo doing, which 
once open your mouth againſt thefe foulea- 
buſes? Whereas ye ſay,youth will be doing, 
ſay true, and ſo wil many aged likewile,| 
ut doth it follow therefore that they muſt 
beſſuffered to do the things which are cuill? 
In that yeefay, they haue time cnough to be 
_ holy hereafter,therein ye ſhew your ſelfe to 
 bearightworldling,a very epicure,an igno- 


: rant man : for thus your worldly Epicures]ll ;:; 


 doeſpeake, youth will haue their race, let: 
_ :themalone, what ſhoulde yong men and 
. aides doc with the ſcriptures ? cleanc con- 
: | traryſl 
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trarie vnto that which God ſpeaketh by his 
Prophet. Wherewithall ſhall ayoung man 

clenſe his way 2 euen by taking heedethere- 
to according ro thy worde Likewiſe by Sa- 
Jomon in the booke of Eccleſiaſtes chap. 11. 
Rememver thy creator un the dayes of thy 
youth. Bur now a daies itisa principal point 


of dininitie,that youth may walke after the 
luſtes of the flethe, ſo long vnrill through 


| cuſtome of ſinning,they are ſo beſotted and 


hardened in'their wicked luſtes, & their c6- 
cupiſcences are growen ſo ſtrong, that there 
can fo grace enter into them;&ſoi it ſeemeth 
for to be with you, for I dare warrit, you are 
able to tel a long tale of your youth trickes. 

Ath. WellJamas Jam, yen cannof 
make me beffer,x'F truſt ye ſhallmake me 


_ no wozſe.Pe ſpeake as thongh none coulde 


be god buf ſcripture men. 
Zeler, Nonecan be good but ſuch as feare 
God; ſuch as ſeeke for 1 to obey him : None 
feare G od, which er light by his ordinances 
and caſtthemn behinde their ackes : None 
can obey God, but ſuch as doc ſeeke for 
to knowe: and followe choſe'- preceptes 
which thee vitereth 1 in his worde . None 
are godlie, but ſuch as are clenfed ard g ouvide 
their wayes by the worde. Hee which . 
O 
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of God heareth Gods word. | 
 Ath. Jftheybee ſo godand godlie,hots 
commeth it to paſſe then, that there is ſo 
much .vchate among them ? fo2-J knowe 
townes my lelfe, which are eucn deuided 
one part agaiatt another , fince they had a 
p2eacher, which were not ſo befoze . This 
they gatne, thaf whereas befoze they loued 
together,nowe there is diſſention ſowne a- 
mong them. | 

Zelor. Nowe ye diſcharge y our orcateſt 
ordinance: 1 trowe.yee haue nowe. paide | it 
home: Iris harde if Satan cannot. with this 
engine ouerthrowe and beate downe prea- 
ching. ButTI pray youtell mee, can yee put 
fireand water together bur they will rum- 
ble? Will yee have light and darkenelle for 
toagree as companions together; Eo. 

Arh. What is this tothe matter? 
..-Lelot, Woulde: yee haue God and the 
Dinell agree cootthert woulde yee haue the 
oodlicand the wicked for to beat one? this 
yee muſt doe, yeelooke where the fault; 1s 
to belaide. 

- Ath. Jthinke the fault mult nedes be 
layde vppon the pzcaching, becauſe ethey : as 
greed befo; c that came. 


; Pte 


The Conntrie divinitie. 4.7 
. Zelot.-- 1ftheir agreement together be> 
fore had beene good, ther no doubr'the 
preaching that ſhould breakeit ,could notbe 
o00d-: for one good thing cannot deſtroy 


Fw, 
1nother, Bur the former peace was notin 


G OD, butinthefleſhe © neither was itſo 
oreat as y ou would ſeeme for to ſctit forth, 

becauſe tharthe worldlinges are alwayes at 
ſtrife ; and onereadie for to cut anothers 
throate:: bue yet their hatred isſo exceeding 
creat againſt the Goſpell,; thatin reſpect of 
the minde-: which theie carrie towardes the 
profeſſors thereof, they ſcemeamong thent 
ſelues to bee at peace, and « one to loue and 
makemych ofanother,*'. © :+ FOR 

;Ath:. Where is the faulf ther fotos ber 
apde?' > 

Zilot? 'Vpon the wicked which Five ab 
rageagainſt the world, becauſeitlaierhopets 
and difcloſeth their flthineſſe, and bewftay- 
eth them.For the lightfas S.Paul ſaith) duly 
manifeſt all things. They pretend other: exe 
cuſes, as th ough they hated the profeſſors 
for fome cutt] conditions-: but this is very 
euidet,a blinde man may almoſt diſcerneir; 
tharſolons asa man is veydrofreligion, & 
maketh profeſſ 50n ofnomore:then they; {6 
lone, although hebe full, andfivarme with _ 
Ereat 
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| Freate vices, hee isan honeſt man, but let 


m follow the worde, and be.carefull for 
to amende,then there isnota lewder fellow 
vppon earth, dwerſe flaunders ſhall be ray- 


ſed,thinges fhall bee reckoned yp which he 


did 7.yeares agone: and nowe they hate him 
like adogge:Light is come into the worlde, 
and men Jouc darkenes more then light, be- 
cauſe their workes be cuill, Will-yee chargg 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, becauſe as he ſaith, 
He came not toſende peace, but a ſivoorde, 
to ſetthe father againſt the ſonne?Math, 10, 
Or will yee laye.the blame.yppon.thoſe 
which loue the. light? Will ye blame S.Paul 
and his preaching becauſe there was. ſtir and 
burley burelie almoſt whercſoever he'came? 
Was he to be blamed, orthe wicked hides, 
which couldenot abide to haue their: {11nes 
xeproued? 

. Ath. There be ſome places where they 
bane graue andlearned pzeachers, and yet 
there is no ſuch contention in their pari- 
ſhes:J like that well. 

. Zelet, Youlike that well: ſo docth your 
-. Mailteralſo. 
- .- Ath. What meane you by that#whome 
doe ye call my maſter? 
Zelot, Enen the Diuel!, for de) 15 con- 
' tent 


Co 


js 


The Countrie diuinitie, 43 
tent thoſe preachers ſhoulde ride vppon hig 
backe,becauſe heis ſure they will not ſpure- 
call him;-they be ycric gentle riders. Doe 
yenot thinke, rhatif hey ſhould ſer foorth 
Gods worde as they ought, and ſpread the 
light:thatal wicked men(of which their pa- 
nihe are full) would ſtorme and fret againſt 
them?rhe Diuell himſelfe woulde fiske a- 
bourt,if they thoulde ſpurre him bur alittle, 
Burt they can tela-ſmooth talein the pulpit, 
earnithedwith ſome mery ſtory,for ro.make 
the, people merrie: or elſe ſome-olde rotten 
alegorie: or ſome farre ferched matter our 
of ſome great writers, that the people may, 
be at their, wits ende, and admit them. Ami 
wouldethinke to ſec the peaple. come outof 
the Church blowing, that they.were fed as 
ful as tiekes:when they go home withemp- 
tic bellies. This 1 dare warrant, fit bee non 
ſo,let me lgſe both mine eares, that goctha- 
row the pariſhes of theſe graue ang learned, 
duuincs, and cxcept ſuchas runneto ferche 
their vicuals other where, yec ſhall not find 
five among fiueſcore.whichare.able to vn- 
derſtande the neceſſaric croundesand prin- 
ciples.of religiqn: and yet the people will 
lay they be excellent deepe men : But Iloue 
not thoſe Welles whiche are fo _ 
| bat 
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that a man can: drive, ns” water out of 
Henk. - ff: 

Ath. IJ fi you like beetgr &fyoungrath 
headcs,andfroubleſome fellowes; then ye 
doe of grate ſtayed men : fo2' nowe a dayes 
there are ayumber-which take vpon them 

p2each, whichindve&ede do but p2atfle:and 

02-my part;J wil beleene noneof them:but 
5 wil rather cine credifc fo that which an- 
cient learned men do ſpcakte; 
Zelot. Idownerly miflike;chat any raſh 
Ti head ſhouldehaue the office'of preaching, 

F =; which isathing of ſo'great dignitie, as'to be 

themouth of God vnro theprople, ro vtter 

| checounſets and'myſteries bf the Lord, and 

E - to teach themthe wayto' Gluation :- and 

E --: Steatdiſhonbiitzo God and*his Gyſpellir 

-- is, if there be tidy ſuch as you fay there be: 

=, butifthey begddly,learned; graue,difcrete, 

eh ind wiſe, and: doe Kichfully and zealouſly 

-- diſpoſe rhe manifold myſteries of God, the 

=”. the matteris not whether they bee young 

Bi -- or olde :, for the; da@rine which they doe 

E-=4- - teach and expouride, i is northeir owne, but 

= -thedoQrineof Chriſt, the authoriticisnor 

= ofthem, butof God which ] hath{giuen it. 
=... ButIknoweyour meaning: you' count all 

--- RE oy -thoſe to beignorant, and to oprattle., Fey 
WE; OC 
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doenot preach according to your humor, 


ſuchas doe ſharpelie inueigh againſte yours 


vanities: and thoſe which doe not, they bee 
learned and graue men, let vs beleeue them: 
and fo yee looke not- what God faith, bue 
what men ſite: and ſurely thoſe kinde of 


 graue men doe great hurt: I meane ſuch as 


carrie a great ſhewe of learningin them,and 


ſcarce anie arethebetter forit. 


_ Ath, Andſarely I tbinke thep do much | 
god, 


 Zelot, Youthinke they doe much good: 
but I knowethey doe verie much hurt : the 
blind and vnlearned Miniſters are hurtfull, 
thoſe which are -popiſh pricſtes doe hurte, 
they which followe cuill vices , as drunken 
Miniſters , ſwearers, quarrellers, Adulterers, 
cameſters & ſuch like do hurt, bur yer theſe 
which you ſpeake of, doe more hurte: I will 


tell you howe, where there is ſuchan oneas 


thoſe aboue named , the people haue na 
reat opinion of them, for they can cafilie 
Cie, alas our miniſter is not able nor mecte 
for to teach vs, and fo they are willing ta 
heare and to bee informed by others :- but 
thoſe which haue one of your profounde 
Clearkes, the people ſo much hang vppon. 


kim, tharthey will _ noneothers Thit-. 
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The Countriediuinitie. 
they Haie,our preacher isas profound a man; 
asany of them all:if we were out of the way, 
hee would tell vs, if fo much reaching were | 
needfull , woulde not he teach vs ? if ſuche 
thinges were euill, wouldehe vſc them? and 
ſo they conclude, that they care not for lear- 
ning ought fauing at his mouth, when as in 
deed he teacheth them litle or nothing, per- 
aduenture he giueth thery a colde collation 
once a moneth, and when a man ſhall take 
the proofe of them, he ſhall finde that they 

' arenobetter then ſuch as haue a dumbe1dol 
other ſhepeheard. LR 
Ach. Js it not beffer fo2 fo hane a ſermon 
new and then, andfohaue it a learned ſer- 
mon: then foz to haue many without lear- 
ning? J thinke one ſtich ſermon doefth mo2e 
god the an hundzeth of thoſe flying ſermos. 
Zelot, Tgraupt thus mnch', that y word 
of God isto- bechandled with great care, 
men are not to fteppefoorth and'to ſpeaks 
falblie, and without ſure and vndoubted 
knowledge of the' thinges which they vr- 
ter. Moreouer, there ought to bee ſuch lear- 
ning and diſcretion, as'thall bee fufficientts 
open and to manifeſt the power and digni+» 
tieof the word ynto: the-confciences of the 
hearers: he muſt beable for to make. plaine 


The Conntrie diuinitie, C08 
the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, and hee muſtap 

plic it to the hearers which doth preach. For 
tohandle the holie myſteries of ,God vne 
skilfully,is a vice greatly to be cotdemned, 
and I chinke ſuch, although they preach ne- 
uer ſo often,ſhall doe bur litle good, But I 
pray youlet me knowe which you count a 
learned ſermon: and which ye call a flying 
ſermon? 

Arh, MThatisa learned ſermon, when 

the P;eacher doth lay open the matferlear- 


nedite, 
Zelot. You meane when hee 1sable to 


ſpeakoruchatine, and to allcadge al ſortes 
of writers. | 

Ath. Jcounf thoſe learned felowes in 
ded,J willnot gine a buttonfoz theſeEng- 
liſh Doctozs, which catt i alleadge no moze 
but out of Paul and Peter. - - 

Zelot. Te woulde bea notable learned 
ſermon chen,if the Preachet ſhould ſpeaks 
all Jatine . 

Ath. * Them wee which doe nof vn- 
derffande latine ſhoulde be never the bet- 
1 - 
Zelot. If Glirle coulde pleaſure you, 
then no doubt a whole ſermon would edifie 
yemuch, But ſuch vayne men as you, 
s FEET G 2 d oc 
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doe ſhew your vanitic, when ye looke more | 


afterthoſe thinges which ſhould feede your 
eares, then for to haue your ſoules conuer- 
ted. Is that to be vſed which cannot edihie at 
all,bur ſeructh for a-yaine ſhewe, and diſturs- 
beth the minde and memorieof the di[tgent 
hearer? Bur letthis goe, and ler vs ſee the 
other, for alleadging of writers, in.this mats 
ter ye haue ſundrie graue men of your ſide, 
which count thoſe fermons learned , which 
are ſet foorth with all- ſortes of-ayRorities, 
and thoſe which bring the bare worde our 


of the Bible, they - make but'verball Scr- 


mons: But doubtleſſethey may ſhew. ſome 
erauitic intheir bearde Be there.1s none 11 
themanors <del iid | 12, 
_ Ach. . Are they not thereby knowng 
fo: to bee learned men? euerie Ploweman 
_ a dayes canne alleadge qut of Saint 

Fr? 1 | b _Þ Ro 1s Fo hs ES 

i. Lelot. They are thereby knownefor to 
be vnskilfull men, and ſuch asare not right- 
ly inſtructed inthe doftrine of S.Paul.Th ey 
makeagreaſheyy of learningand yer war 
the knowledg of the dignitie of gods word, 
When as they bring in the ſayings of Plato, 
and Ariſtotle, as fellowes and companions 
with the oracles of God vitered by h 
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$hetesand Apoſtles, and as though there 
were greater & deeper matter in thoſe, then 
in the Bible, whereas al the heauenly myſte- 
ries and counſels of God are vttered, they 
{ticke not to count that vnlearned which is 
brought from thence: and great learning 
to bee in the ſayinges of theather. For 
this cauſe they doe alſo ſeeke forto garniſh 
their ſermons ,and asit were for to ſet them 
with pearle, whenas in cffe& they do no- 
thing elſe, butas ifa man ſhoulde mingle 
leade with pare gold, and claye with preci- 
ous oyle. And becauſe yce ſpeake of lear- 
ning, tcl me what ye thinke, whether Saine 
Auguſtine or Saint Paule, was the better 
learned. DO LIE 
- Ach. Ponthoulde aſke that queſtion of 
ſuch as are learned: would ye haue re tell 
wr? © 
, Zelot. Tsnot hee which doth, alleadge 
ſentences out of Auguſtitie, Ambroſe, Hie- 
fome, & Cyprian, better learned then they 
which aleage out of Moſes,Eſay,Peter,Paul, 
or-lohn? rr 
Ath. J folde ye befoze that enery man 
can alleadge out of theſe, © if J could reade, 
and had a Bible, F coulde doe it alſo; buf fs 
- | allcadge out ofthe other, none 'candoe thaf, 


The Coumiedivinttie} 
Gut ſach as are greaf Clearkes. = 
 ; Zelot. Thenitſcemeth thatrhey were 
| Hetcer then Paul,and Peter,or Moſes, orelſe 
| why ſhould they bee cſtcemed tobe better 
- Fearned whichdoe cite them? 

Ach. Jf J might ſhof my bolf,J thinke 
they were the learneder,becauſe their wzi- 
inges are ſo pzofounde- _ 
Zelet. Iwould youdid thinke ſoalone,; 
| butindeedethe people haue beene ſo delu- 
ded with ſuch as would make a ſhew of lear+ 
ning, that multitudes are of your minde, 
which bringeth'in a vile and ſhamefull aba- 
fing of the moſt holy and ſacred Bible. But 
let mee aske yee certaine queſtions, Doe 
yee not thinke that if the writinges of thoſe 
men were to beredde in our tongue, that e- 
ncrie man then coulde bee able to alleadge 
= of them , . as they doc out of 'the B1- 

le? | k 
* I thinke they might then be a- 


Zelet. Doe yee ſuppoſe thoſe-ſhoulde 


by and by bee'eſtecmed for to bee learned, 


which doe then alleadge fayinges out of 

them? a 

 Ath, Jfeno canſe why then they ſhould 

| hot becountedlo. A 
7 ciohs 


» 


The Conntrie diuinicie? F$ 
Felt, Tshelearned in the Bible, which 


tan alleadge manie ſentences? 


= _ Aman maylpeake much 4 know 
were. - - --. + OD 
Zelot, You might ſee likewiſe that men 
may alleadge ſayinges out of great Dodtors, 
and yet themſc]ues be grett Dawes: for hee 
3s learned whom God doth teach for to vn- - 
derſtand'the heavenly myſteries vttered by 
the Prophetes and Apoltles: and in yttering 
them, toth followe the ſteppes of Paulan 

the reſt. The DoQors had all their true 
learning out of the Bible : for ia it is ſer 


foorth that wiſedome whiche is aboue 


_ Ath;” The ſcriptures are darke 4 harde, 


and therefoze men nowe doe not vnder- 


ffande them as the Docfo2s did. And foz 


this cauſe, J haue heard p2cachers (ay, they 


are fobe vouched, ,  . 
Zelot. Thoſe Preachers might haue beene 
wiſer,then for to maintaine two ſo groſle 
opinions: The firſt, accuſing the ſcriptures 
of ſuch darknefle, as though they coulde 
not bee veiderſtoode, whereas indeed inthe 
principall and moſt neceſlaric pointes, the 
Lorde hath ſpoken ſoclearly,that veric fim+ 
ple nicn' maie bee taught for to ſee the 
| 20 plaine 


- The Coutitrie divinitie, . 
plaine euidence/of the worde, The other dee 
riveth the Church of the true interpreter 
of the worde, which isthe ſpirite of God, ag 
though y Lord did not now giue ſuch gifts 
as he gaue to thoſe DoRors: which is a poe 
iſh opinion alſo: for ſo long as God giueth 
bis worde to the Church, ſo long he giueth 
_ theinterpreter of the ſame, although notin 
all agesalike: but whoſocuer is not blinde, 
maiceaſilic ſee,that in this age there bee as 
| great giftes beſtowed vppon the Church as 
_ were inany, ſince the time ofthe Apo 
CS. | 
Ath. Thenyouareoneof thoſe which 
' deface the olde Fathers, when ye will not 
allowe them foz to bee cited in the Sers 
mons, To what vſe then ſhoulde men reads 
- them?” i: | 
"= Zelot, Thatis a verie falſe accuſation? 
Y ſhouldea man bee accuſed for defacing the 
honour ofthe Lord Chauncellour, becauſe 
he woulde denic himthe dignitic and honor 
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{E of the prince? Likewiſe ſhal a man bee ſaide || 
2 for to iniurie or deface the DoQors,becauſe 

 ,  heewill not giue them the dignitie which || fi 

_ doeth belong vnto God alone? The Prea- || I 


cheris themouth of God vnto the people, 
and not the mouth of mien: heeis not for 
= : ©7S 
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The Conntriediuinitie. v3 
to viter doubtfull matter.and vncertaineg 
but ſuch as maie be moſt eurdent, He mult 
Gaie, and proue euen vnto the conſcience of 
the hearer, thus God ſpeaketh, and thus hee 
mcaneth, He cannot fay Auguſtine faith ity 
therefore God faith it, Auguſtine faith it, 
therefore it is vndoubredly true: for Augu- 
ſtine might and did erre manie waies.But ke 
mate ſ21e, Saint Paul ſaith it, therefore God 
himſelfe ſaithit, S. Paul faith it, therefore ir 
is vndoubtcdly true:for looke what he faith, 
or anje otherApoſtle,Euangeliſt or Propher, 
God hath ſet it downe,by them,1t is his,and 
not theirs: they are bur the inſtrumentes 
which he vcd for to viter & penne his wil, 
his ſpiritein them ruled the whole in this 
eafe,ſo that they did not , nor coulde nor 
erre: owe when the Preacher doerh laie o- 
pen their ſaying, nothe, nor they, but God 
fpeaketh:as they were the mouth ofGod for 
to ſetit downe, ſo is hee nowe againe the 
mouth of G O D, for to recite and de= 
Claret. 

Ath. The wozde of Godts cerfatne and > 
ſure, becauſe God cannot lie, but how ſhall —_ 
Iknowe whichis the frue ſcnfe of if 2 fall * 15 
JI belene eveitie man which doth intcrpzet Fr; 
the wozde? ſhal J not the better — _ 
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The Countrie diuinitie; 


The fay it is not my interpzetation, but &; || 


Jerome he ſaith ſo, ©. Auguſtine he ſaith ſo. 
Ap20miſe yee,he ſhall baue the greater cres 
Fife with me,foz they were other maner of 
men then hee. HE . . 

Zelot. 1lcannot bur tmaruell to ſee howe 
groſlſe and dul your head is for to learne the 


..:, . 


trueth, and howe redilie you can bring our | 


ſuch mattersas this: yeſpeake not of your 
owne head. I woulde there were no greater 
learned men then you blinded in this mat- 
ter. Butlet mee ſhowe yee your grofſe error: 
Ye ſay the worde is certaineand ſure:but the 


interpretation thereof yee make doubrfull: | 


but whatare we the better that the worde of 
God is ſure and certaine, vnleſle it be ſure & 
certaine vnto vs, which cannot bee except 
the interpretation be ſo?Ir is as good for you 
to ſay the word is doubtful, as for to fay the 
ſenſe is doubrfull : Nowe when as yee 
hang the ſenſe ypon men, can yee denie dr 
that ſtill itis in doubt. This muſt ncedes 


ariſe in the minde, thoſe doctors ſayd ſo,but 


they mighterre, and therefore Iam not cer- 
eaine that this is the ſenſe. If this ſhall bee 
admitted in the Church, what ſhall become 
of that 2wpeyia, orfull certzyntie of faith, 
which the worde of G O D doeth __ 
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to bein vs, it is rounded vponthe word of 
God, for it cannot ſtande otherwiſe. 
Moreover, faith is ſure what God mea- 
neth, or elſc itis no faith : therefore ſuch as 
woulde hang mens faith vpon the authori- 
ticof men,where they mult needes ſtil be int 
doubr, and when they areat the furtheſt, 


| they come but vntothis,it.is verie like for to 


be true;becaufe ſuch notable men ſpeake it, 
doe not knowe a right what faith is, for thar 
ye faic , he ſhal haucthe more credite with 
you, if hee ſay, Itisnot my ſaying, butthe 
ſaying of Auguſtine:therein ye were cuen as 


| good ſay, that your faith is built vpon men, 


and not ypon God. For of ou doe belecue, 
becauſe ſome great learned or godlie man 
telleth ye the matter, this is no true belcefe, 


{ for wee mult bee fully perſuaded that God 


himſelfe doeth tell vs, orclſc we bee neuer 
the neere. | 


 Ath. Yoweſhall Jknow when God 
fpeaketh, oz which God ſpeaketh?pou come 


| and pzeach one way, another commeth any 


he doeth p:each another way , ye pzeach 
one contrary fo another: you ſay God ſpeas 
keth , he ſaith God ſpeaketh , which ſhall 
wee beleene? Js not he to be beſte belee- 
ned, which can ſhew vp thofe great docts:s 

ars 


: The Countric diuinitic;: 
are on his ſive. 


| Zelot, Scewhata grounde you leans | 


vnto,you kno not when G OD ſpeaketh, 
nor what God ſpeaketh: and therefore yee 
wil haue ſome of the old DoQors for to tell: 
are ye ſureheetelleth yee right? if yee bee,it 
zs becauſe he ſheweth ye the worde of God, 
why hetelleth ve ſo, the credite muſt bee 
giuen ynto the word, &notto the man. But 
ou faic yee can not tell when one doeth al- 
likes the worde in the true meaning,howe 
then,can ye tel when oneallcadgeth the do- 
Ror in the true meaning?hee which wil fal- 
Ghie the word of god in the Bible,he wil not 
Kiicke for to fallifie the meaning of the Do- 
Qor: you maie ſearch the ſcriptures, to ſee 
whether the teſtimonies alleadged beſo, as 
the men of Berea did, when Paul preached, 
AQ.17.11.You cannot, neither are yee com- 
maunded for to ſearch the doftors. And 
vnleſle ye ſee the manifeſt auRoriie of gods 
worde,ye arenot bound for to beleeue, but 
If it be plainlic ſhewed, thatGod hath ſpo- 
ken,then yeare bounde vnder the paine of 
damnation, for to giue credite vnto it. 
_ Chriſtfaith, My ſheepe, heare my voice, a 
Araunger they will not heare. Tohn 10/Al- 
fo S.Ilohn faith, brethren; belecue notenerie 
: | -  fpirit 
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ſpirite, bur try the ſpirites, whether they be 


 Bof God 1.Tohn: 4. he therefore which fayth, 
[£[[ cannottell when the voyee of Chriſt is vt- 


tered, it isall oneas ifhe ſhoulde ſay, Iam 


* none of the ſheepe of Chriſt, becauſe(as he 


fayth) Every one of his ſheepe doe knowe 


ſkis voyce. He that ſayth, I knowe not which 


preacher doth preach trueth, and which fal- 
ſhoode, he may euen as well ſay, I am none 
of thoſe,to whom the holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh, 
and faith: Frie the ſpirites whether they bee 
of God, it isa general precept giuen vntoal 
Chriſtians. | 
Ach. Peſhall nener make me belene 
that encrieman its foz fo tudge, whether ths 
P2eacher ſpeake frac oz falſe. | 
Zelor, Iknowenot what I ſhall beable 
for to make you belecne, but I am ſure I can 
plainely ſhew what yee ought to belecuec « 
Firſt , marke this, the word came not from 
man, neyther can a man teach it yee, vnleſle 
God reueale it by his ſpirite: if it werethe 
wiſedome of the world, or of the fleſh, they 
the ſpirite. of the world which is in man Se 
knoweth the ſecretes of man, coulde teache 
It: but becauſe it is the miſteric of GOD, 
none can make yee learneit, butthe holy 
Ghoſt, which fearcheth eucn the _deepe 
/ thinges 
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things of God, as S. Paul teacheth. 1.Cor.z 
x0. Saint Iohn in his firſt Epiſtle , Chapter 
the ſecond, hauing told them that there were 
even then many Antichriſtes,he comforteth 
them with this . You ſaith he,haue receaued 
an annointing from the holy one, &know al 
thinges , Like as therefore none of thoſe 
can learne , whom God doth nor illighten 
with his ſpirit: ſoon the contrarie parte all 
thoſe which are taught within by the ſpirit, 
doefeele whenthe doQtine which the ſame 
fpirite hath taught,is vttered: hee knoweth 
his owne,and he ſealeth it vp in their hearts 
and conſcierices, which being inſtruted by 
him, muſt needes conſent thereto fullie, For 
this cauſe there is great difference betweene 
fuch as ſctall vpon the authorities of men, 
and ſuch as preach, as S, Paule faith hee did 
' with the plaige cuidence of the ſpirite, and 
of power.1.Cor, 2, 4. heeaddeth thereaſon 
in the next verſe, that their faith ſhould nor 
conſt{t in the wiſedome of men , but in the 
power of God. Iffaith may not hang vpon 
the wiſedome of men , and therefore y inti- 
fing ſpeech which mis wiſedomrteacheth,is 
to be auoided in ſetting forth the goſpel, the 
can it not ſtand vpon theauthorities of men 


- Ach, Js it notlalvfull in any reſpect _ 
% s 0 
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fo alleadge them? 


Lelot. Yes,no doubt thereare circum« 


ſtances, which may make it ſometime very 
needfull.I ſpeake only againſt this,that they 
are alleadged when as we may alleadge the 
ſame thinges out of the worde irſelfe. And 
when they are alleadged, for men to- builde 
their faith vpon, or to make men think that 


there can be no certeinty in the interpretatis 
of the word,but whereas they are made for 
to ſpeak.When as indeed the preacher in his 
ſermon muſt come with ſuch euidence and 
make his proofe ſo plaine and ſo ſtrong,that 
it muſt needes conuince the conſcience of y 
hearexs,in ſuch wiſe that of neceſfitie he ſhal 
be forced for to ſay, vndoubtedlythat which 
this man vttereth,is that whichGod himſelf 
fpeaketh: for ſo ſaith the Apolt.1.Cor.14.24 
If, faith he,al doe prophefie, aygd there come 
in an infidell,or one vnlearned; he is repro- 
ued of alt, he is iudged of all: & fo the ſecrets 
of his heart are made manifeſt,and falling v- 
pon his faceyhe wil worſhip God,confeſſing 
that God is verily among you. This teſtimo- 
nie doth ſhew that the force of Gods word 
vttered nakedly is ſuch, y it conuiceth the. 
hart of y infidell, & compelleth him for to . 
confeſle y God is with them which (| _ - 
. I - 
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The word of God is deſcribed in the Fa 
Piſtleto the Hebrewes chap. 4. 12. after this 
fort: the worde of God ( faith hee) is lively 
and mightic in operation, ſharper then ante 
two edged ſwoord, and entererh in vmto the 
_ eeuidingaſunder of the foulcand the ſpirit, 
_ of thetointes and the marrowegand isa dif+ 
' cerner ofthe thoughtes and in:entes of the 
heart. Men might vnderſtande by this, that 
by whomſocuer this ſworde of the ſpirit be 
drawne foorth, if ic bee r1ghtly handled, it 
will pearce through, and through both the 
bodies and foules of the hearers, and will 
moueecuerie veine in the heart , euen of the 
wicked. Sothat he needceth not forto grind 
it,or make it {harpe vponthe grindſtone of 
Ambroſe or Hierom. Fa 
:Ath. Then you deſtroy learning ,ifye 
fake awaye the w:itings of the Doctozs,foz 
they ſerue to no vſe: if it be as pou ſay, why. 


GouldCadents read them? —=£« + 
Zeloe, Thereis creat benefite in the rea« 


ding of them, for to helpe vs tothe truc vn 
derſtanding of the ſcriptures. 

- Ath, | If thep helpe pc to vnderffand the 
ſcriptures, wherefoze do yee not whe ye er- 
pound the ſcriptures , tell which is theirs? 


Pee robbe them,and take the glozte to your 
l ſelues 
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 ſelues. 


Zelot, Nowe yeereaſon as buſlardlike 


as can be, yec may be a Doctor of Dunces, 
forthis argumenr.Doth the Preacher come 
inhis ownc name, mult he tell his owne 
will,or is he to ſeeke his owne glorie or the 
glory of any other man? If other haue hol- 

en himto finde the knowledge of Gods 
will, which he muſt vtter, is: therefore be- 
come theirs , becauſe they haue ſhewed it 
vn:o him: If he nowe ſet it foorth in the 


name ofthe Lord alone, whoſe it is, doth 


he robbe them ? Forlooke whaiſoeuer a 
man findeth in the auncient writers in ex- 
pounding, he is no further to belecuc them 
then they prooue their expoſition out of 
the Bible : ſo that it continueth ſtill not 
theirs, but che Lordes:and ifwe ſhoulde aſs 
cribe ityntothem, we ſhoulde robbe the 
Lorde, and be theeues for other men. Ther= 
fore in this matter, we multe followe the 
precept which the Lorde giueth.1.Peter. 4. 
I Tt. He that ſpeakethlet him ſpeake as the 
wordes of God, 

Ath. Ts thatſomeant, that it isnot a- 
lowed to cite any ching out of other bookeg 
belides the wowde, GR 


D 


. 
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Zelot, TIrtolde ye before that itis not 
fimply vnlawfull for to cite or allcadge a 
ſentence out of a Door . But the ma- 
 nerand ende of the doing of itis all : I fay 
likewiſe that a man maye in ſome forte al- 
leadge aſaying out of any heathen or pro+ 
phane Writer : for wee haue the example 
of Saint Paule. Actes 17. 1. Corinth. 15. 
Titus 1. Alleadging the ſayinges of pro- 
phane. Poets . Bur wee mult Pe to what 
ende : doth he reafon thus, the Poet ſayeth 
it, therefore yearec to giue credite ynto it: 
no man woulde be fo fooliſhe as to make 
their wordes being heathen men , to be of 
ſuch authoritie : but he ſheweth that eucn 
their owne doctors conſented with him in 
thoſe thinges. And therefore a ſhame, and 
foule reproche for them to bee igno- 
_ rant of the ſame , When the Papiftes doe 
charge vs to be gone from the fayth of the 
olde Fathers, although we are to confute 
them this waye, namely, by ſhewing their 
treacherie and lying, when we arc ableto 
prooue by the writinges of the auncient fa- 
thers that in the chiefe pointes they fully a- 
gree with ys : yetthis is not the way whiclt 
God hath appointed and ſanGified for the 


con- 
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conuerſion and educatior off his people + 


rhis engine is over weake to reare yp the 
Temple'of the Lorde : we muſt take heede 
weleaue not the mighty wotde it ſelfe; and 


teane vnto a tottering piller ': Saint Paule- 


ſheweth the power ofche-worde 2: Corin; 
10. where he ſayth, although we walke 
inthe fleſhe, yet wee warre not after the 
flcſhe : for the weapons of otir warrcfare 
are not carnall , but mightic in God for to 
throwe downe holdes : which he expoun- 
deth in the yerle which followeth ; to be 
the iniaginations and euetie highe thing 


which is exalted againit the knowledge of | 


God, and euery thought, which ( he fayth) 
they lead captiue vnto the obedience of 
Chrift:cThere is no powet not any authority 
can doe theſe thinges, bur that which is in 

the worde of God it ſelfe ; Which is to be 

made ſo euident by the Preacher , that ir 

maye bring this thing to paſle. 

The miſerable experience 1n our time 
of ſuche as flye from the ſtrong power of 
the worde , and fight with the weapons 
of menne , maye teache ys , becauſe it 
doth manifeſtly appeare vnto all whiche 
haue eyes too ſee , that they arc not 

i 


, 
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flrong cnough to throwe downe holdes, 


and to leade captiye vnto the obedicnce of 
Chriſt the rebellious thoughtes and ima- 
| many of mens mindes : they can nor 

ewe a man:by them conuerted {yncerely 
and throughly- tromerrours and cuill ma- 
ners:by allcadging the authorities of men. 
It wasnot the praGtiſe of the auncient and 
godly Fathers in their ſermons for to leaue 
the teſtimonies-of the mightic word,which 
is able to rent the ſtony rocke in peeces,and 
to cleaue to the authorities of weake men, 
which were gone before them. But whar 
ſhoulde a man ſay ? The worde is thought 
tobe of no power vnleſfle it be ſtrengthned 
otherwiſe, + 

- But let vs leaue this and come backe a- 

gaine to ſome of your other matters. Tre- 
member yedid laye this as a great accuſa- 
tion againſt the preachers that they medled 
with predeſtination. | 

Ath. FJ did (6 and not without cauſe, fox 
thep do great hurc chereby vnto many when 
they teach ſuch thinges, 

Zelot. What hurt can ye ſhewe, which 
commeth by preaching of Predeſtination. 


Ath. 
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Ath, - Jf.a man bee choſen fo2, to: bee 
ſaued,let him doe ageuilas hee can hee ſhall 
not bee damned; and ifg.man, be appointed 
befo2e hee was bozne to bee damnev, let bim 
doe neuer ſo much good hee ci not bee ſaued 
and therefoze when pee teach this doctrine, 
ye were eu? as good tel the people that they 
map line as. they luſt ; . Let chem nener 
heare ceachivg ,0 what pourpoſe ould ic 
ſerue? © ;--: --.. 

Zelot Howe proude ad preſumpru- 
ouſly bolde- ignorance doth make a ma ? It 
might ſeeme to be arare thing that a mor- 
tall] man, which. is but clay and duſt, yea a 
rotten Carion-ſhoulde aduauynce him ſelfe 
againſt God;'.tuen the Lorde of infinite 
wiledome and. oloric, but thatwe ſee it day 
ly for to be, common, | +: .- 

 Ath;. Doe-not accuſe nie- fox fo Fro p30ud; 
7-wouly-T were.as free from al other faults 
if.it pleaſed God, . - 

.1Zelot, If ye were as icke,as ye be proud 
a: very litie meate would = ye your ſup- 
Mt. .- But 1 knoawe you doe not ſee. your 

ride, - 

q Ath. I. maruell why ye houlde counte 
me p2oude. ye ſee how plaine J.goe. 

Zelot, You thinke that prideis inthe 
H iy 
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coate, whenit is in the hearte, a man maye 
haue a kinges hcarte in his breaſt, and yet a 
beggers coate ypon his backe. There is 

:cauſe why ye doe not goc gay, ye are not 
able : for take the raggeddeſt begger inthe 
worlde, and giue herthe ſame wing which 
the great Ladyes bauc, and ye ſhall ſee her 
flie the ſame flight; There is pride againſt 
G O D, and againſt men-, and you are 
in the deepeſt of them , euen againſt 
Gall” oi 4 

Ath: PÞzooue that, becauſe ye gondemne 
mm—_— 

 Zelot. - Ye take your ſelfe for to be 
wiſe, and the Lorde yndiferer&and vnwile, 

For ye charge him: with' folly when as ye 
faye this doQtine doth ouerthrow all, and 
=- he hath expreſled it in ſundry places of 
tis worde . It it be fe exceeding hurtfull, 
then ſurcly Chriſt was to be blamed: Saint 
Paule, and Saint Peter with the reſt of the 

Apoſtles were very vndifcreete , becauſe 

they haue ſet it forth. It ſeemeth''that ie 

had bene good for them' to have taken ad- 
uiſe of the deepe heades of the worlde, 
whiche might haue foretolde them-the 
daunger which woulde follow', and haue 
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faide , Maiſters take heede how ye deale 
with ſuch dodrine, it will turne ye ynto 
diſcredite. O fooliſhe wiſe fleſhe , this 
matter js ouer farre beyonde thy reache, 
thou canſt never come within the ſmell 
of it, | | 

Ath. Smell, o2 (mell not, let me heare 
ye aunſwere the matter. 

Zelotr, You ſuppoſe that your reaſons 
are vnaunſwerable , and that cauſcth ye to 
be ſo fieſhe and ready , buralas man, your 
halfpenie is no good filuer , ye are in a 
wrong boxe, I will ſhew ye hovw childiſh« 
ly: ye erre, Es 

Forſooth ſay you, it God hath choſena 
man to faluation before, he was borne , 
then let him doe as cuill as he can, he ſhall 
not be damned : and whereas the nature of 
man is prone and ready to ſeceke after the: 
libertie ofthe fleſh, this doth open a doore 
vnto him, and a wide paſlage ynto all cuill, 
becauſe he needeth not to care what he 
doth, it 1s appointed before hande whas 
ſhall become of him, 

This mightie and inuincible reaſon of 
yours hath neucraneyeto ſce with all, and 
although it ſeeme for to haue good legges 


4 


- 
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yetis it butan olde Criple : be not ledb 
-1tfor ye ſhal both fall into rhe ditch . Did 
-ye neyer heare what S.Paule {ayth, Ephefi« 
ans.:Chapter .1.4.theſe are his wordes, as 
he hath choſen vs in him ,. before the foun- 
dations ofthe worlde were laydc, that we 
ſhoulde be holy and without. blame be. 
for him through loue . Howe ſtand theſe 
two thinges together, when you ſay ifmen 
be choſen they may liueas they luſt, and 
God ſayth by his Apoſtle:, that he hath 
choſen them for to be holy and .blame- 
lefle in their conuerſation . And this is un- 
doubredly true, thatthoſe whom God hath 
predeſtinate to be heires of glorie , he hath 
ſealed them whith the holy gpirite., as ye 
mayereade in the ſame Chapter , They 
arc freed from the bondage of finne by the 
ſpirice,, they walke in the ſpir te , they are 
ledbythe ſpirite, they ſhewe forth by the 
fruutes of the ſpirite , that the fleſh with the 
Juſtes & concupiſcences thereof is crucified 
inthem, and thattheyare regenerate and 
borne againe of the ſpirite , and ſo become 
new creatures in Chriſte, finne is abomi- 
nableynro the, they hate & loth itnoleſle 


then deadly poiſon,they pant and breath » 
o 
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be wholy ſet free from theremnantes ofit, 
Righteouſneſſe is deare and precious ynto 
them , their ioy and heartes delight is init. 
They figh and grone, becauſc they can not 
reach vntothe pertection ofit, The worde 
of God doth plainely teache, that the ele&t 
are thus as Ihaue ſhewed : and yet men tay 
that cletion taketh away all care of godly 
be. EE 
 Ath, Flike not this, chat men will aye, 
thep know God hath choſen them; howcan 
thep cell? Cananp man cell what God will 
doe with him?Did God euer teil chem, that 
they are elected? OK | 
Zelot. Howe ſhoulde you like ofthis, 
when asye like of no goodnefſe . Howe 
ſhoulde you-which are buta naturall man, 
iudge of thinges fpirituall > You thinkea 
man-can not tell what GO D will do with 
him;becauſe you are blinde and ſee not the 
way: ye ſuppoſe all other are _— are an 
Infidell,or els ye.might plainely heareGod 
ſpeake in his worde,and tell which ſhall be 
ſaued, and which are in the way to damna- 
tion, Docye ſuppoſe rhar ir is vncertaine 
when the ſcripture telleth a man howe he 
ſhall knowe x zap is choſcn, ifthe worde 
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of Gsd tell him he is choſen, hath not God 
himſelfe then told him?Read the firſt Cha. 
piter of the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter, & there 
ye ſhal ſee how a man ſhal know certainly 
that he is elected, and that he ſhall never 
fall . For ifa man feele that God teacheth 
him by his ſpirite, and renueth him by re- 
entance, hc isſure (becauſe God faith ſo ) 
that he is choſen to eternall life : ifat any 
time he fecle the grace of God weake in 
him , then doth he doubt and ſtagger, bue 
yet his faith getteth the: vpper hande , Qn 
the other fide, when a man liuerth in ſinne, 
and obcyeth vnrighteouſnes : God relleth 
him plainly that he is in the way to damna- 
tion. And therefore all thoſe which do nor 
finde in them felnes the ſpirituall birth at 
the Icaſtbegyn whereby they may afſure 
them ſelues that they be chofen :May cer- 
tainly ſay,that as yet their ſtate is davable. 
Ath. Howe can ye ſape their ſtare is 
damnable.,ſo long as they beleeue? Can me 
do m92e then belecue? 
| Zetor. _ They doe not belecue : for if 
they beleeue , then are they ſure that God 
louech them, what is it elſe which they be- 
teeue? ifthey know they be in fauour with 
God,it is becauſe he choſe them in Chri w 
] 
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If they doubt of Gods fauour then do they 

doubt whether God heareth their prayers, 

& therefore they (hal not receiue any thing 

at the handes of God, as ye may learne in 

the Epiſtle of Saint. Iam -— 

6.7.and althotigh many of the faithfull doc 

doubt & {tagger oftetimes,yet they arenot 
like the vnfaiihfull which continue in the 
ſame,but they get the yper hid, they ſtriue 
by praier & by al other meanes which God 
hath appointed, to ſireng:hen and increaſe 
their faith,their knowledge, their reperice, 
& lo farre to grow 1n grace,yntil they com 
to aſlurice that God hath choſen them. As 
for the wicked they know ofno ſuch faith, 
that a man may attaine to afſurice ofhis c- 
Ieio:they labour not about any ſuch mar 
ter,but corinue {til in their blind doubts,fee 
ting all vpon hazard: and as for their doing 
wha: they can,it is nothing,they canort but 
fin, & therfore be damned, howfocucr they 
ſeem for todo good works, yet before god 
they are no good works becauſe they pro- 
cede not of faith, bur fro the fleſh; they are 
not graffed into the true vine,Chriſt, & for 
that cauſe can bring forth no fruit.Ihon.15: 
Ath. JFfG DD had choſen men befo2e- 


the wozlde to be ſaued-, Wherefoze did | | : | 
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Chzift dye foz co ſane them ? Af chey (duly 
be ſaued befoze , his death -was moze then 
needed. UWlherefoze ſhould men be taught, 
whezefoze ſhould thep p2ap? all theſe are in 
batne, OE ES 
Zelot.. You are like vato a man whiche 
doeth make ſtrife & debate betweene bre- 
thren and friendes: you weulde ſet prayer 
and teaching,and the death of Chrift,toge. 
ther by the cares with Gods-election : but 
doe what ye can, all theſe will agree wel;to 
_ gether,they beſo ynſeparably knitin fried. 
ſhip.God hath choſen men for to be redee- 
medin his ſonne. For the ſcripture ſheweth 
that we are chol{E in Chriſt, He hath choſen 
men to bee inſtructed and called by prea- 


ching the word, hee hath choſen me for xo 


call ypon him. and ro worſhip him,in holy. 
nes and righteouſnes, all the dayes of theiy 
life. Cr xrugl. | i 

ching as though it were lo neevful;Can chep 
make the wszd of-Godbetter then it is? Js 


there not enough ſec downe inthe. Bible foz 


men to read: wherefoze ſhoulde thep adds 
moze ? Cannot menread chat ?.:Js not rea» 
ding p2eaching? - Fre no: 
-Zelor. * Now ye ſceke new ſtarting holes. 
| There 


 Ath. Pe ſpeake much of peaching, p2ea- 


nr WW _ wm 
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There is ſome Colt ſo wilde, that heyvill 
trouble halfe a doſen light men of toote for 
to driue him:he wil in at eucry gappe,turne 
at cucry lane, and out at cuery gate , Euen 
ſoI can liken the reaſoning with tuch as you 
are:ye haue ſo many by ſhiftes,ſo many ca- 


uils, ſo many turninges, thatten of the beſt 


learned inthislande,ſhal hardely be able to 
keepe ye inthe way, But we mult notleaue 
ye thus but bring ye into the way againe. 
Preaching is not ſo ncedeful,they can make 
the word of God no better then it is : wh 

man they doe not preach for to make the 
worde beiter , but for to make you better. 
There is enough ſet downe in the Bible, 
but you vnderſtand litle enough of it, Men 
maye reade it,as a.great number doe-which 
peruett it, and are nothing betred by it, be- 
cauſe they ſeeke not helpe forto vnderſtad 
it Reading ſay you is preaching. Truly then 
I knowe a man which hath alitle daugh- 
ter,that is a trimme preacher.I perceiue our 
lande is full of preachers : but yetin deede 
not ſuch as Saint Paule deſcribeth . Forthe 
litle girle is not apt to teach,able to.inftruct. 
toexhort,to conuince, nor to deuide or cut 
the word of God aright, nor to open. the 
Miſteries of it. If ye leape ouex many .of . 


The Countrie diuini:ic. 
theſe ditches, ye will breake your necke ir 
the ende : yeare a very skiltull man; when 
ye take expounding & applying the word 
of God,for to be adding : for ye aſke why 
they ſhould adde. | 

Ath. Are notnicn allowcy which are 
but readers, cen by the ſearnedcſt in the 
lande? Do pc fine caule wich the Biſhops? 

02 are ye cone of thoſe wytch doe not allowe 
of Biſhops ? foz ſuch fellowes there be now 
a dayes, . _ | 
| Zelet. 1 woulde ye ſhould know that 
I am none ofthoſe which difalow Bifhops: 
when as'the worde of God doth ſette it 
downe tobe a worthie worke « it isave= 
rye reuerende ofthice,ond exceedingly they 
are to be blamed, which doe contemne it, 
or deface it, GOD hath ordeyned the of 
fice of Biſhoppes in his Chnrch, for to go- 
ucrne and feede his people : ſuch as would 
aboliſh this ordinance of God, doe reſiſt 

God, and ate enemies ynto the church of 

Chriſt, : 

Ath. By mp faith. FJ like pe the better 


fo2 that, 
Zeller, 1 like you neuer the better for 
your {wearing .. 


Ath, FJ am not fo p2eciſe as to make 
any 
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any accounc ofſwearing by mp faith. 

Zelot. Ithinke 1o,for faith is no more 
account made of, then as a packehorle, all 
is layde on his backe, . | 

Ath. TJ-pay God we map do no wozſe, 
e | andchen J hope we ſhall doe well ensugh: 
e | are you without linne ? JT] doubt not but pe 
* | willcommit as great offence to GDD as 
e 
y 


this , 02 euer the weeke be ended, Pullche 
beame out of pour owne eye 3 Jfeverp man 
woulde looke to himſlclte , there ſhoulve 
t U notbe ſo much finding faulte one with an 
: i other. 
C Zelot, Where learne yethatprayer in 
= || the ſcripture ? The Prophet Dauid,Ptalm, 
/ | 19. Praycth to be clenfcd from his ſecrete 
, || finnes, although they be never ſo ſmall, 
f | Whereftcarned ye to ſpeake after this fort, 
- Þ to woorſe, audthatye hope then rodoe 
4 | well enough : Is it nothing to breake ſo 
t F ſtraight a rule of Chrilt?Doe ye notthinke 
f FU chat children dying in their infancy, before 
they can ſpeake or worke are damned for 
r Ieff. fins. I ipeke ofſuch as are not of Gods 
church.When as they hauc onely originall 
e | fin. You know not fro how euii a roote this 
finne doth ſpyging:ncither doc ye know the 
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foulcnefle of finne , and therefore yee can- 
not tell howe much God do:h abhorre it, 
and comdemne it. For this cauſe, beeing 
as full of filthie vices-and prophane finnes 
as yee can bethruft, arid of fuch im deede as 
God doeth curſe and hate : becauſe they 
ſeeme {mal vato you; ye ſuppoſe.ye ſhal do 
well enough. What if I haue greater in me 
or that I fhal commit greater as you ſay be- 
fore the weeke be ended, doth that excuſe 
you?I haue many fecret finnes in me,which 
I do not ſce becauſe I doe not perfectly vn- 
derftand the law of God:for theſe I do ear. 
neftly intreat the Lord to make the known 
vnto mE,by giuing me more pertect vnder- 
ftanding of his will,and alfo to giue me po- 
wer for to caſt them out. 1 haue alſo man 
finnes in me which I ſec and knowe, that 
cleaue ſo faſt, that TI cannotytterly caſt the 
foorth :not wichſtanding Ihate & abhorre 
them, Iam weaxie of them, I fight againſt 
them,I grone and figh in my heart with ſo- 
row for them, I feele no ſweetnefle in them 
for they are more bi:terthen Gall vnto my 
foule. I am exceeding glad whe I canſup- 
preſſe them, I haue profefſed and vowed a 
con:inuall warre againſt them, 8 although 


 Ipreuaile not fo farre as to be ytterly ridde 
of 
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6f them , yet 1 labour by medication in 
Gods worde , and by heartie prayer ,.to 


bring theth vnder, tha: they raigne not o- | 


ticr me,northat Imay not agree withihem? 
and although I be notable to become per- 
tet, yetwith all the mightI can, I ftraine 
and breath to come asnigh perte&ion as I 
can : my deſire is good toreachit, andal- 
though I finde that I come many degrees 
ſhorc , yet 1 approche neater and nearer; 
Thisis true repentance, this is that which 
Sainc Paute ſerceth forth in him felfe.Rom, 
5. Philip. 3. Wich this I know God 's ple#- 
fed, wt hour this there can not be any ſer- 
bice done to God, — 
Ath. Jlike not when men will ſpte a 
mote in another mans eye. WI 
Zelot; Our Sauiout Chrift do:h not 
forbid to efpie a moie in an other mans 
eye, for we are commaunded to admonitſh 
one an other ; whatſocuer it be, whercin 
we doe amifte : bii- ſuch as you 5 which can 
not abidero be admoniſhed , doe euer al- 
leadge that ſaying of Chritt , as thoughe 
he had ſpokertit vnco this ende, that 6ne 
ſhould not admoniſh an other. I: is u;foule: 


hypotrifie for a man to be curicus in re- 


prooving (inall faultesin other; and make 
| . 


_ 
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The Countrie diuinitie, 
no- conſcience of great and foule yices in 
him. felfe.; Euerie man ought to lJooke yn- 
' to himſclte, and cuery man is bounde b 

the worde of God , and charitic, to looke 
vnto-others , and to conuerie them from 
their finnes if they can, To convert a fin- 
ner from going aſtray, and to fſaue a ſoule 
from death. As Saint James ſpeaketh, Cap, 
5. verſ.20. And ſoto couera multitude of 
finnes, is a bleſſed thing , and ought, to 


moye men with diligence to yſe charita- . 


ble admonition. _. 
- Ath.  . If they would doe tit in charicte, 
F'£euld like of it: but men have no love; 
they dog ir breauſe they are p2cceile and 
captious.. | {1 
Zelzt, Let a man ſee ye commit any 
foule crime, and reprooue ye, Four aun- 
{were is. by and by, ye maye not iudge? 
vthenas'the matrer is plaine and doth judge 
it {cifei ;/Now when a man doth admoniſh 
you,according as God commaundeth, ye 
ate balde with the ſame mouih ,.;vhich 


ſaide,gye ought not to iudge, for toiudge, | 
him, aSrming that he doth it of a captious* 
and quare!ling minde : the thing. behng £6 . 
execetiing 2ood of it ſelfe : who made.you 
_ able foro ſceintothe heart of a man; avd : 
| (6 
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toifmdeithat he doth»itrnor well ,; You are 
thoſeof whom rhe Prophet ſpeaketh, Wo 
beymorthort \vhichcalt: good ceuill, and 
euil} pookl,! T]he þeanmantpotted with vi- 
ceshimifelfe{:anddothreproouc anothet, 
not caring foeto-amend;jye may boldly ſay 
he doth icof an cuill-/minde ; for can he be 
charitable ynto-athermen, to ſecke their 
conuerſion ; and not to be charitable ynto 
him ſelfe croiſecke hisowns ſatuation ?' Or 
can hehare vagodlicelſe: in other , and not 
hateivitthim felfe ? -: -: 

Ath. '- Well, the-beſt of vs all may be 
amended, - we haue all- infixmities 2 what 
would ye hane moze then'this , at the laff 
foz tocall foxiercy :-Jf:a man be ſozieand 
alke God fozgtuenes, is he noteuenag well 
as.thep which-are the moſt p2eciſe: the mer 
ry-of God muſt ſaue all ;: and whae wonly 
pebave aman care foz moze chen to be ſa 
ued? Jpzaye GodJ map have ne to res 
pent'inthe ende. ' 1-3 54:50 

Zetot,, Hereis good faffehere is {ſound 
. diuinitie :-I maye well terme thisreaſon'e- 

- uenthe porter of hell , forir openertvcuen 
the wideſt gate, that a auld __ £0 


NY #1 onarancke. 


This 15 true that thel bet 'of vs all may be 
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> The Countrie divinitie; 
amended , and that we haue all infirmities: 
bur ye doe wickedly applic it, for when ye. 

ſhould reaſon thus , the beſt may be atnen- 
ded, the moſt holie are ſpotted, and there- | 

fore as Saint Payule doth teache , they muſt 

indeuour for to proceede forwarde : for | 

| the worde of God willeth men to fitriuve | 
= - & contende cuen againſt all yncleannefle, | 
; 


and neuer to ccaſe, but to come as nigh 
perfection as is poflible , Burt you reaſon | - 
quite contrarte, that becauſe the beſt arc ; 
finners, therefore men are to make {mall 
.2ccount to amend. Ye ſhould thinke ihas, 
the moſt godlyhauc necde to ſorrow and 
mourne,and progecde in repentance,therc- 
fore how much neede , haye ſuch as are 
grofle finners. Fox our Sautour Chriſt doth 
b ſhew, Tohn. 8. That whoſocucr commits 
=. teth finne, is the fernant of finne ;: Now 
fo Tong as a man is the feryant of finne, 
fo long is he not the feruant of God, for 
no man can ferue two ſo contrarie maſters, 
Saint Iohn ſaycth , hee that committeth 
finne , s of the Deuilt , Where learned ye 
this, that a man may continue in his vices 
all his life , and atthe laſt call for mereic ? 
Cod commandeth mento repent fpeede- 
ly, and no: to put of from day to day, He 
Cat. 
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threatneth excceding ſharply, inthe firſt 
Chapiter of the Prouerbes, that when he 
hath called and cryed vnto men for to re- 
turne from their cuill waycs, and they haue- 
refuſed, thatat the laſt , they ſhall call and 
not be hearde; he will laugh when their 
deſtruftion commeth vppon them : they 
ſhall ſecke him, but not finde him. Doe 
you thinke that when God hath called 
and we refuſe, that we ſhall not caltand 
he refuſe ? | Wo 

Ach, The Scripture ſapth , that whac 
time ſoeuer a ſinner doth repentehim of his 
ſinne, Gov will fo2cgiue him, 

Zelet. Tf the ſcripture ſpeake any thing 
to the comfort of the ſorowfyll heart, the 
Deuill doth teache the impenitert for to 
abuſeit to their hardening. Itis moſt true, 
that at what time ſoeuera ſinner doth re- 
pent,hisfinnes are all forgiuen, but igitin a 
mans choiſe for torepent when he will,can 
he rake a new- heart when it doth pleaſe 
him, can he haue the new birth , anda right 
ſpirite when he will ? Itis God which doth 
create a miana new, ormaketh him a new 
creature in Chriſt, when.it pleaferth him, A 
man-needeth not for to care for avy thing 
but to be ſaued,, but that is not fo cafic a 


"7 
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matteragmenthinke; Striue for to enter ity 
attheſtraight:gate'({ayih Chriſt) for maby 
ſhall-Bxiveand tballnotenter , Thewayis 
nazolne dot}the gaie-is firaight which lea- 
dethiynt life, ard fey there be-which'find 
i; and.if this be; true which you fay;,- thar a 
man maylitic in-finne41this life , and at.the 
laſt be ſaucd enen for yitering a fejv.-words, 
then the way is broad &.eafic, who cannot 
finde it, who alrftoll doth not walke in;it;2 
But alas, it isa broken taſte which-men:da 
kane voto. God 43'very nireifull , butnor 
to thoſe which deſpiſe hipfagipeil, fon yen= 
geance belongethjyingo ſuchtiir.js vypoſhble 
(faych the holy Ghoſt. Hebr. 2. ) thar.ſach 
thould eſcape.Andalkhoughyethaye never 
lo:long time to repet,'if God:do'not worke | 
itinye;youſhalldyejh-thithlindneflc:and 
hardviefſc ofheartia which: ye habe Jiued: 
we muli-feekejn.ourtlife timerahehbtgots 
tenbythe word:forthg-(aipture ſaith God 
doth'beget bis qajlfeemby that, > +7 - 
. Ath: ..- Shall nota,manhope-fo2 £0 rei 
peneacthe FE; cit helen in fon ft han 
. Zelot,' Marke what repentance 45: and 
try whether ye can repent now, if ye cans 
not, what moucth ye to thinke that-ye:(hall 
be able then? | OS, TS 

Ath, 
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++Ath. I hope Jdorepent now,aud ſhall 
do at che ende, 3-3 | THE res 
Zelot. Repentance isa returning home 
ynto God from all euill vices and cortupte 
delires which are inthefleſh & inthe heart, 
To be renued by repentance, cannot be but 
where a manis renued in knowledge, for 
that is one part of the Image of Goq which 
mult be reſtored it vs:Read in the 4.Chap- 
terto the Eph.fromthe 17.verſe forwarde, 
If a man continue in darknefſe, he dothmor 
repent;He which comitteth his foule nnes 
{ill ; although it be but in the defire of his 
heart,hath not repeted. He which doth not 
feele. lorow and griefe, and hath not a bro- 
ken and contrite heart, and a ſorowfull ſpi- 
rit,, hath-not repented; he which doth not 
eſchue cuill and doe good, hath not repen- 
ted ; All theſe are taught by the worde, for 
that. .is it. by wich -we muſt clenſe our 
wayes and therfore ye may boldly ſay, that 
he which learneth not out of Gods worde 
to repent, cannot repent for although if. it 
were poſſible he could repent for all other 
ſinnes, yet this one ſinne, to ſer light by the 
inſtruction of the Goſpell, will make ſtill 
worſe then they of Sodome,as our Sauicur 
dothtell vs Matth, 1 1. 
| L4 
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Ath, Till pou condemne thoſe which 
call foz mercy at their ende which nener re- 
pented befoze? 

Zelot. We may not pronounce ypon 
any one man , becauſe God onely ſeerh 
what is in may. But yet we may boldcly 


— goeſo farre asthe word of God doth leade 


ys ; and by it we may ſce what God requi- 
reth 2nd what God doth coandemne .. We 
may fee that the common and generall re- 
| pentance which all profeſie at theirende is 
nor ſo much as a ſhadow of true repentan- 
ce : repentance can not bein a man, eſpe- 
cially vpon a fodeine, but he muſt needes 
fecle a' wonderfuil change in himſelfe : he 
muſt needes be able” for to ſay I haue re- 
pented , ] knowe and feele ihat I am a 
new man, and therefarc becauſe 1 know 
moſt certainely that there is repentance in 
me, | know molt certainly that I ſhall be 
faucd: for God pramiſcth ſaluation vnto 
euery one which doeth repent. In the com- 
mon repentance men fcele no ſuch thing, 
But are ſtill (as they may be well enough) 
in doqubr of ſaluation, =? 
Ath, Shall not all (uch as call vppon 
God be heard, ſyrelp I! dare not but thinke 


they ſhall, 
Left. 


 Zelet, Tamiure becauſethe Lord doth 
fpeake it. That whoſocuer do h call vppon 
him ſhall befaued, Bur yet ye muſt pur 
thisin,that then they muſt pray in tajth, as 


for the prayers of a wicked ma which doth 


not repent, and therefore ha.h not the true 
fith they are no prayers before God , al- 
though he crie lowde , or call neuer ſo of. 
ten: for vnto ſuch the Lord ſpeakethinthe 
firlt Chapter ofthe Prophet Iaiath, Wien 
ye ſtretch forthyour hands, I will turne a- 
way mine eyes from ye. Alſo if ye multiply 
your praycr I will not heare , Likewiſe che 
. holy Ghoſt ſaith by Solomon inthe Pro- 
uerbes that the ſacrifice of the wicked is an 
abhomination. And inthe ſame booke it 
is ſaid. He that turneth away his eare from 
hearing the lawe, cucnhis prayerſhall be 
abhominable, and therefore inthe latter 
ende of the fourth Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, 
he adujſeth men when they.come intothe 
houſe of God, to take heade to their feete: 
and to be readierto heare then to offer the 
ſacrifice of fooles.For (ſaith he)they know 
not that they doe cuill. Now ye ſhall finde 


many men cryein their miſeries and make 


great confeſſion of their vngodly life : but - 


yet without true repentance, as it is mani- 
« 
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feſt, for ſo ſoone as they proſperagaine, ye 
ſhall ſee them returne to their olde byas:if 
they had truly repented,then ſhoulde it c- 
ucr continue with them, many that liue in 
malice, ſo ſoone as they be daungeroully 
ficke,will be readie to aske forgiuenes,ahd 
to forgiue all the worlde . They knowe it 
booteth not to beare malice any longer, 
but ſo ſoone as they be able to. craulle our 
of their bedde, andto Rande yppontheir 
legges,ye ſhall ſee their old wythered ma- 
lice (asitſecmed) ſpring afreſhe againe 
which 1s a ſtrong proofe , that they ueuer 
trucly repented, howſoucr they thought 
they did . And euen fois it inall other 
finnes, they ſeeme vnto men forto re- 
pent they aske God forgiuenefee, bur yet 
theheartc abideth (till the {ſame that it was 
before God : there is no chaunge in.them 
before God:they have not put of the finn- 
full bodye ofthefleſhe: there is no change 
in them before God:howſocuer they ſeme 
to be chaunged before men. This coun- 
rerfet repentace maketh men bold al rheir 
life toditpiſe the holy word of God, which 
ſhould inftruct and guide them : it cauſeth 
them ar their end not to feate the wrath of 
God,northe yengeance to come ; becauſe 


they. 
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rhey thinke God is ſatisfied with this re« 
pentance;andalſo.becauſe they knowenor 


their finnes, chey ſuppoſe that they are but 


ouer the ſhoes, when as they are drowned: 


inthe goulfe of vncleannefle ouer head 8 
i |» + OO oe - 

 Ath. Godhelpe vs if it be thus;:howHal 
pooze men do then? | Fr, 
.: Zelot. Men muſt apply them ſclues all 
their life to ſecke for the knojvledge' of 
God, to increaſe in faich-and repentance 
that .when they come to their ende,.they 
may bauc ateſtimonic of conſcience, thar 


hy 


they haue feared God. | PI Ea 
Likewiſe: whenye come ts a ficke man 
and aske howc he doth, it he can but ſaye, 
asSit pleaſeth G O Dye aunſwere , thar 
is:ehoughneighbaur, holdeye there : If he 
ſay Thaue offended 'G OD, and Ipraye 
GOD hauemercyyppon me, there nee. 
deth no more as you thinke . Ye ſhoulde 
teach them the Lawe, that they:mayſee. 
howe they haue offended God,ye ſhoulde 
ſhew themrthe fearefull curſe, and hortible 
vengeance due vnto finne;, that ſo they 
maybe. ſtricken with remorſe and ſorowe: 
ye ſhould ſhew them alfo the gladzidings 
of the:Goſpell ; and: what Chriſt offereth 
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The countrie diujnitie, 
vnto the penitent ſinner; ye ſhoulde teach 
them what holines God requireth at their 
hande, howe they may come vntoit, what 
promiſe they haue made to God of itin 
bapriſne - Ye ſhoulde inftruct them inall 
the principall poyntes of the faith, That ſo 
they may haue the renuing faith which ſhai 
iuſtifie and ſaue them, 

_ Ath.. What difference can you ſhewe 
betweene thoſe which are not taught as pou 
woulde haue them, and ſuch as haue know: 
ledg,they canno moze but repent ,. call fo 
mercte,and beleeue. And this do thep aſwel 
as the other. | 

Zelot. You thinke there is no diffe. 
rence, but there is this difference , that the 
one part doth belecue & repent in deede, 
and the other but 1n worde; as our Sauiqur 
Chrift Matth . 15 . alleageththe ſaying of 
Godby his Prophete, This people drawe 
neere me with their mouth , and honour 
E-- me with their lippes, but their heart is farre 
E from me. - | 
q Ath. That is meant when a mandoth 
| ſpeake with bis month , and meaneth not 
"Y with bis bearce, but theſe haue a good mea- 
-. ning fn their minde. | 
_ Zelet, Itis meant when a manappro- 

| cheth 
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The Countrie diuinitie, 71 
_ cheth with his mourh, & hath fill a wicked 
heart, and an euill conſcience,for thoſe doe 
remooue a tnan ſo farre from God, thatno 
blind intent can make him neere ynto him 
God looketh for great things inthe heartes 
of thoſe which call yppon hin, 
 Ath, Ithinke Goo accepteth the pzap-: 
er ofthe honeſt pooze man as well ag of anp 
other,and wil heare him as ſosne,ag he wil 
beare the pzayer of choſe which knowincf, 
gud are the belt learned, Es 
Zelot, Godis noaccepter of perſons; 
he heareth the poore aſRell as the tiche; 
the vnleatned as well as the learned, ſo 
that their prayers be made aright.Bur if ye 
ſpeake of thoſe honeſt men which are ſo 
called,and yer are voyde of all knowledge 
of Gods worde,8& of religion, it is an eafie 
matrer for to prooue that their prayers are 
not good, | 
Ath. Can pehane any beccer pzayer 
then the TLozdes pzayer , whenthep pzaye 
fhac,can pe require moze? es 
| Zeler. There canbe no better prayer 
then the Lords Prayer, and he which pray= 
eth that right muft. needes be ſaued.. Bur 
let me aske you this queſtion, what if a 
| man pray the Lords prayer with his _— 
an 
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and _— it not in his heart , ſhall his 
profes e good? 

.:Ath. Dis pzapcr cannot be good: he doth 
bue mocke Gov, _ 

Zelor, Then tell me this,a man prayeth 
thus, hallowed be thy name.in word he fee 
meth to deſire that the name of God may 
be ſanRified and honoured : he goeth his 
way , & blaſhemerth. thejname of God, 
or heareth it blaſphemed & neuer careth, 
rayleth vpon his word, diſhonoureth him, 
doe ye nor thinke that he made a. fwecte 
praycr? In like manner he fayth, thy will 
be done in carth as it is in heauen,he goeth 
away andand is ſo farre from defiring to 
doe the will of God, that he neuer ca- 
reth for to knowcit. W hereby it iseuident 
thathe litle ment with his heart that which 
be ſaide with his tongue. 

Moreoucr, hc w ould ſecme in TP 
to craue of God that he and others might 
doe the will of God in earth, as the Angels 
doc in heauen : and yet tell him when he 
breaketh the will of God, and his anſwere 
is, I ara not ſo preciſe, Tam not ſo curious, 
I will not be ſo holy, you are full of the ſpi- 


rite : and then he will cuen reproch thar 
| ER: which 
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which he ſcemed for to pray for. And theſe 
arc the prayers of thoſe poore honeſt men 
which you thinke God heareth aswell as 
the prayers ofany other. Imight goe tho- 
rough althe petitions & finde the like, lr is 
exceeding great pitie that me want inſtru- 
ion : for a great multitude doe truſt to 
their pratling prayers,when as they donot 
either vnderftande what they ſay, orclſe 
meane the contrary. 
| Ath, IJf a man labour all the weeke 
trucly and honeſtly, and vpen the Sabboth 
day come to the Church and make his pzats 
ers.ſhall we ſay God regarded nothts pats 
er, becauſe he doth not vnderſtande whac 
he pzaperch ; his intent ts good, he doth his 
Nood will; he hath a wife and clildzen to 
P20utd fo2,he muſt follow che wozlve, and 
lce p2eachinge goe , o2 elſe he ſhall begge: 
and ſo longe as he doth hurte no man, but 
dealeth vprightly : If thinke God doth re- 
qutreno moze at hishandes, Such as hate 
naught elſe fo2 to doe let them ſceke fox 
knowledge. 
Zelet, Yeare like viito a hedge which 
is ful of bryers and pricking thornes,a man 
cannot lay holde on ye yalefſe he bring 
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his hedging gloues and his bit. Ye.haue ' 
maſs things ro ſhronde your ſclfe vnder, 
and tokeepe the truth from touching of 
ye,as the Lorde in his worde hath ſcrforth 
the whole armour for a chriſtian fouldier: 
ſolikewtſe Satan doth by ſuggeſtion reach 
men toarme them(ſclues av ainl(t che Lord. 
Bu: ye muſt be [tript of your armour,at the 
leſt ye muſt be ſhewed that it is no armour 
of p:oofe, Ye lay thatif a man labour truly 
& honeltly all the weeke, thoſc labour ſo 
which do'tt not alone for neceſlitie, but be- 
cauſe God requirerh that men ſhould pain 
fully traueſl: and which haue the worde of 
God asalanterne for to guid their ſteppes: 
for whartfocuer a man dothif it be not in 
obedience of Godin his word, it is firme. 
To pray vpon the Sabdoth tor faſhis ſake, 
is ucry deteſtable, becaule we arc1n conti- 
nuall danger,& in continuall neede,& wit 
helpe continually fro:mthe Lorde, vppon 
whom our ſaluation doth daicly depende: 
weare comtnaunded to pray continually, 
er to hauec our heartes watching thereunts 
To pray without vnderſtading, is not prays 
tng,butmumming. You fpeaice asthough 
it were a thing which God doth allow,that 
men ſhould ſeeke more after the world the 


after 
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afterGod: and: ſo'make: the worlde their 
God;And becauſe they have wife and chil- 
drentoprouidefor , therefore they cannot 
ſeeke torknow God... As though we were 
not'commannded to ſeeke firlt, the king- 
dome of God ;tharis to ſeeke that chiefly, 
and more then the worlde , and then God 
hathpromiſed, thar'all theſe thinges ſhall 
be caſt ypon vs; How: ſhall anyman be ex-. 
cuſed when God-maketh this promiſe vn 
16 all-a& he doth perfourme it-ynto as ma- 
- # as doc truſt him I haue bene young 
 (faythrheProphet) and now am olde, yet 
agI neuer fee therighteous forſaken, and 
his Teedebegging their bread, When ye'ſay 
he muſt follow the world ,*and let prea- 
ching pot , ye were cuenas good ſay, he. 
muſt follow the Deuil,atilet God go.And 
if an ignorant man coulde come ſo farre as 
to deale vyprightly, andto hurt no man nei- 
therin 'worde nor nicede ( which notwith- 
ſtanding they come nothing necte) yet this 
wolilde not ferue the turnec : for there is a 
God who will be knowne and worſhipped 
in that religion which he teacheth.Hane ye 
ſo fleſhly eyes that ye can looke no higher? 
Doe ye thinke Godrequireth no more'but 
an honelt and ciuill conuerſationtowardes - 
. | K 
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meft. God requiretheuen of the poore-la- 
bauring:man thatghe ſhould (if he will be 
bleſſed:) meditate.in his Lawe, or his Doc+ 
erine daye and night, Plalme 1. Likewiſe 
whe he fayththat the man is bleſſed which 
feareth the Lorde, to the ende we-might 
know which that man is, he addethimme- 
diately , he: hath great delight in his com+ 
maundements. But the moſt part of your 
honeſt mennowe a dayes, delighiſo much 
in the worde of God, . and meditate 1g 
much- in it, that they care not_a/butto3 
thoughthey never heare itithey louc it and 
ſet.as:much by it as they doe by an olde 
{hoe. And are not ſo forwarde as you doe 
allowe,to ſecke for the knowledge of God, 
when they haue naught cls for to doe ; for 
you thinke ye graunt a liberall allowaunce 
to God. nn, 7 Fe OR 

 Ath. Would ye make me belecue thac 
God. doth require thac men ſhould: Jeave 
their buſines : when thep be pooze and haue 
charge of childzen, and'giue themſcluesto 
reading, and hearing of pzeachings.Could 
pe haye him lec his childzen ſterue. 

Zelot. God dothnot require that-men 
ſhould leaue their buſines,bur as they haue 
rimesto ſecke for the thinges of the body, 

io 
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ſo alſo are their times, for to ſebke for hea 
uenly 'thinges : God Minor: made' then 
for this life, bur for theworlde to come; He 
hath ſer the promiſes of cternall life before 
thein that ſeeke the painfully in his worde, 
men mbiſt not be'as bruite beaſtes all for 
\:Atcth., What if there be no p2eaching 
where a tan dwelfeth? - oO 
'Felot. Wharif there be withirt' thice 
or fhaemile? 5 57 he ben Fn 
Ach.” ' Shall herunne thee 02 foiire nile 
aberabneF* + fete I ORR 
Zelot.-. Ye goe about three -6rToiite 
mile to the market for to prouide meat for 
the carion body, but ye-would notallowe 
a man ypon that day which is the marker 
day for the food 6 the ſoule to goe halfe {o 
farre. Ye are the'childret! of rhe worlde, 
earth , wormes , thoſe which labout for the 
meate which periſherh; but will not labour 
for the meate which Induteth ' for 'exer, 
Iohn.6.” Ye loue the world and tho thingey 
which are in the world, and therefore'as 
Saint Tohn ſayth in his ficſt Epiſtle , The 
loue'sFthe Father is not 1 ye,'ye cannot; 
ferue God, and Mammon, -** 7 ff 05h 

Ath, - Let them rune darwin, wyns” 
0 | 
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I ſeechemagree better cogether,then J wil 
beare them, when chep cannot agree among 
themlelues , they. are inwiſe which hearken 

baco chem, {oo ih, 
..-Zelot.. Ye mightbea counſellour for 
your graue wiſedome , who is able to aun- 
ſwere you in this matter : when ye daſhe 
forth ſo __ an argument,grounded'ypo 
ſo great reaſon, andinfallible principles: 
but.Ipraye ye what would ye haue doone 
if ye had liued in the time of Ieremie the 
Prepher,and alſo of other Prophetegjyhen 
there were the Prieſtes and the rulersin the 
Temple,, withmany which tooke ypon the 
tes be Prophctes,and to ſpeake inthe name 
ef the Lorde,ſetagainita few of Gods mel- 
ſergers ? What woulde, yce haue doone 
when Chriſt preached, and the Phariſecs 
ang Prieſts, and all the learnedagainſt him. 
Would ye not haue hearde Paule, becauſe 
he diſagzeed with the.falſe Apoltles ? The 
Serptures haue foretalde'that there ſhalbe 
herefies,, fees ; 2nd falſe teachers in-the 
Church euch to the worldes ende. Your 
orga ſkill hath raught: yee to; take fo 
good, 8 choiſe. ob the: time when. yee will 
heare, and'to take ſo long a day, for Lwar- 
rae: ye. i:yill not be two weekes befo - 
- | Tc 
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the dayafdoome. Ye ſhould ſpeake plaine- 
ly -and ſay. Ye neuer meanie for to heare; 
and that ye would wiſhe 4l{ other for toBe 
of the fame minde': andtherrye ſhould be 
litle troubled with Gods worde , Cry « out 
againſt thePreachers,butlet your meanin 
be againſt reaching iefelft; "The Deuillis 
A very lll workeman, he doth not teach 
his ſchollers to ſay, fie ypon Gods wordez 
but to find- excuſes how to ſhite themfelues 
frotn hearing the me: -- 
 -Ath.- FJif they} woulde teache. ri 

how-to- beeeite better; then'F cotllde. he 
contene fo)' co ſaye as'ydir ſaye: But thep 
wotild vjine nien into: vifÞapje , and bzing 
them out bf belief with we fear of dam 


nation; 
" Zelor. This wedge Hath bene drfvetr 


often endilbh alreadic , henerthcleſle,, be 
cauſe ye are fo knortie;arid crabbeda peece 
to clecue,] will giue it one blow more: the 
matteris hainouly taken that men preach 
ſhatply it -reprehending*rhic: vices Which 
now raiphe,T hey are ow Bide roÞfeathe 
nothitig but the Eavve, which ind Me hap 
not comiett: 2 man from yn! odlincfſe;; bi F 

of ic Ak#'the ſtrength of - ne 7 Fn Sn 
4a ww 
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faideto be murtherers becauſe they preach 
bux the dead letier which. doth kill. No 
daybt whoſocuer doth preach no more but 

Lawe., and lodamnation , is no mini- 


| KS would be flattered and foothediin 
go HANES', 


kd ec AV-t.. 


- 


eatened vengpance,and 


£ 


9 when they. 
Wl 


owes vader their el- 


. 


,Propheres, ſhall finde. the ſite of the 
Church then ,and, ours nowe, inall theſe 
thinges ycrie. like,:. Firſt , all: foule vices 
our owing »3$,4Mong vs :. Secondly, the 


people. prelummmgypon their blade; taith, 


and countertet;xepentance, and.hy 


uh. 


Pacritl. 
God exceeding ſtyrply 


reprog- 


| galprayers, aaheydo pae : Thirdly, the 


Prophercs ſent. o 
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reproouing them: and, denouncing the, 
iudgements of God againſt them + Fourth 
ly:the people repining thereat, and thin- 
kipg them ſclues hardely dealt withall': de-. 
firing to be more. tenderly handeled as to-' 
heare pleaſant thinges, and: to have. them 
prophefic of witie and ftrong drinke : Laſt- 
Iy; certaine Preachers fit for the turne, hea- 
ling vp;, and.ſmoothing vp all with ſweete - 
wordes,;and telling them all is well, all is 
well;He which doth; bur lightly reade oucr 
the. Prophetes, and cannot finds all theſe . 
thinges, is bur a ſimple man. Jo like man= 
ner: he which-doth dwell among ys/at this: 
day,andpercciueth no ſuch macters , is but 
alirafigers ROE nb 4D TT INS HNNIIEINON 3578 
.160th. |. Nay pou'that. are-p2eciſe Py- 
ricans doe finde fault: where:there is none: 
y9it-.cormbemne men fo}. everie. frifle...;-- 
Uabgreas ye-are-but men, and bave-pour:: 
infivnicties-as:: welt: as. other : ygc: peer 
> Re make-your {elues as holp as: An-: 
Bo com Fs, ©, a 44 
Zope, I:abhorre;he erroitr pfithe Ca-, 
therifiesos. Puritans, [I confeile that: 1 am: 
loadeg.'with.corraptions 2 if that be your 
meaning togharge. me with that opinion, . 
which is wicked and Mvcliſhe. .Bur.if ye 
ES 4 
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take the name Puritane for one which hath: 
more:care to'obey God, then the common 
ſort,and'thcrefore laboureth to keepe hiin+ - 
ſelfe pure and vnſpottedof the worlde (as: 

Saint Iames'{peaketh)then looke to it, that" 

ye be not fornde among: thofe which re- 
uile not men but God..Ikye mcane by:;pre-. 
ciſe men ,'thoſe whicharefo ſcrupulous; as 
to make ſinne- where thete'is none, as your 
wordes doe plainely ſhew,then doe Fvtter- 
ly renounce that name foro be calledpre- 
ciſe; and 1diſalow fuch fond perſoins, who-' 
ſoeuer they be . Bur 1 knowe you meane* 
thoſe Which walke preciſely as Saine Pauls 
witteth, and do take heede-to their wayes-' 
not condemning men , but admonifking 
theiri p nor intrifles ;*biit' in waightie-mat- 
ters::#1chough you couht them trifles.” The 
comtaundeinents-of God (ar-the leaſt 
ſomne'of then ) are bir trifles withijou. - 
Yoti ſee' not,” nor conſider: how gremithe 
Lord God is; and therefore yedare6aFffirme 


diuers finnes done againſt him to be-bijr: 
rrifliag'and ſmall /ys meaſare not fidnc 


with 2 true meafure, when ye'doemeaſure 
it after the-rule of 4 nin} Ye docnorkinoaw: 
whetefore there' is terhall death 'rhfour«" 
ned againſt cuery- ſmall finne : ye mer- 
; uell 
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ucl{atthat, becauſeyeare blinde and can- 
not iudge howe great he is, whoſe.will is 
diſcheyed. Let me ſct itbefore ye :Doc ye 
not ſuppoſe that if one of your degree 
ſhould ſay ſome thing againſt ye that were 
a reproch, as for example, call ” _ 
were it notan offence? .. 
Ath. .J:thinke J map well fap be dach 
offend, fo2 he ought notto deale fo with his 
neighbour; - $1 
Zelot. :Thenhe is worthie ſome rebuke 
forhis cuillrongues oo ub cl 
-Ath. Yea, and £0 confeſſes faule ak 
': 
Z lets Wharif he ſhonkiaing ſuch hs 
guage roaTuftice ofpeace?;onqo ſome ine; 
criour Magittrate?Ye will catefſe the fault; 
- greatonboeauſciris be ANN pore ; 
ofl. : * T7E 
Ath; . No voubtithe-faultſhoulp be _— 
PE be were mozthie to iebp the veeles 

0}: f. oy + (3433 Cl 513, £36) ; 

. Zelor'! "What ifhe fhouſde: Hoek 0.4; 
nobleinan;':asoneof the chiefe Cqunſel»: 
lours of thie Prince, wete; it not then much 
oreater? [24 th 6-16 -rbch 54g et 

Ath;' Jmuſt needes confee oi aitd ſurch- 
a villaine were woxthp lop:olole hip'rares: 
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- Zelot. | Whatif he ſhould doe it vnto 2 
Prince?: -::-,- : a Wy 
Ath. : He were. wozthte then: fo2 tolole 
::Zebvt. ' Doe ye not knowe that God. is 
inan infinite-degree,aboue Princes, they 
are but duſt beforc him; | 

:::Ath. - I knowe that well enough. 

- Zelbr, Wherefore haue ye not the rea- 
ſon then for to conſider, that thoſe finnes 
which feeme to beverie tmall; are excce- 


ding great , becauſe they be:done: againſt_ 
his Enire Slaleſie. The ignorance of this 


_ cauſeth many men for to make. 
Calightaccount of diners finnes, and 
cuen to laughat them :-likewife. to mocke 
atthoſe which make conſcience of them, 
coanting.them'oucrpreciſe and-nice.guch 
men doe not know the Lorde aright in his. 
miofthiolr maicttie :*Fhey know not the 
waighygineſſeoflvs Jawe,. cucnin the leaft 
pointin it, And jt is ouer childiſhewhich 
they. obiect againſt the: godly', haue not 
you':infirtnties3 are you not men? Whit. 
woutd chey gathcrherby, thatbetauſe me 
haue infirmities,therefore they may not re- 
piviicfinctuasWiltaly and carcleſly offend. 
Tir raſbofymichreech isamecretlaider,a 


deuice 
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deuice which the Deuill hath founde out 
for co ſhame true godlines . Forlcta man- 
haue butthe tenth part ofthe zealc,which 
the wordeof God requireth, or, neuerſo 
litle a ſparke'of indeuourfpr to walke vp- 
rightly ; &he ſhall haue.it caſt in his teeth 


that he thinketh himſc]fe halfe a God, and | 
taketh him iſplfc ro beias. holy as an An- 


ell, yp | THEO ERY 206-17, þÞ AT $a 
y Ach, -;:A.numver doe;\9.in deeve, oz. elſe 
they mwoyla not be ſo readie.foze tochecke e-: 
uerie: may 3.and effeeme-ſo; well. of chenr- 
ſeluess:. F, x 10 > 17 1.6.3 STS 7; 

Zelot.:. Doth thatbone- ticke in yaur- 
throte-ſtill, rake heede thatiit do not. chake- 
ye. Yeirahe it fora fore.checke , when any, 
doth-refyle.to rake partewith you inyour. 
wickedynes:following the counlell of Saint: 
Pauſe, when he faith-haug.no fellowſhip» 
with:the vafruicfull warkes of darkeneſle;: 
but rather .xeprooue them, Lightis com: 
into the worlde, andjmendoue darkenofle: 
more then;light, becaufetheir woorkesH 
euill, Hgys welthey eftegme of themſqlues: 
you,cayfgt tell : this isgoft cercaine ,. that; 
although, a-godly manhath nothinge of 
bis; oxwng fer to. boaſt of, becauſe is 5the: 
grace-of the Lorde , which hathe putts: 


oF | 
«@ & - 
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che difference, yet ye may well thinke bet- 
ter of him ſelfe, then of the wicked'; And 
ſach as haue no regard to ſerue God/butin' 
a few wordes. 5 


- Ath. Doe pe thinke that there be none. 


which are ouerpzeciſe: which wonld ſeeme 
fo2 tobe fo holp,and pecarenot;:--'7 

_ Zelor. The Deviillis a ciittiines worke- 
ma, when he ſecketh for to bring the truth 
intodiſcredite, he'can play on both hands, 
he can deceiue orfcuerie fide . And therc- 
fore he hath ſome vaine & curionsbraintes 
which are ouer preciſe in things whictate 
nofinne, paſſing by fouic and greatfinnes 
in themſelues, which is great yanirie;,2nd' 
vnder colour of godly zeale, which they 


would ſeeme forto-haue,, they'coutrtheir 


bitternefſe eucn of wormewood,and Gall. 
which vncharitably ſometimes they coſte 
foorth-vpon fuck 4s-ire more: godly then 
theen felues;, Butthis ought tior for to be 
anydiſcreditevntoſichas are zetlous and 
earneſt apainſt thoſe thinges which are vi- 
ct$itrdeed, alth6nghthey ſeemefbtiober 
neverſo ſmall-a9 forexample } Whendne 
doth ſweare asyoir did, by his fich3/brby 
bread,or fire:tell hid of it: wht hivanr- 
ſwerc:ye arc ouer preciſe; Imearicihohntt 
ncither 


i nk >. - at A. __ and | hd fron Ks 
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neither to God nor men : I ſpeake earneſt- 
ly, I doe notlye : If it be a finne, jtis buta 
m 


all Gnne. Butſee howe grofle an excuſe 
this is, he breaketh tne commanndemient. 


of God, 8 yet he meanethno hurt : Chriſt 
our great teacher doth ſtraightly vrge it, 8 
yet he ſaith it is but a {mal ſinne,a thing not 
to be regatded.. Howe much diſhonour is 
this to our heauenly Maiſter, to ſay thathe 
taught-things ſo ſmall & triflingg that they 
arc not to be regarded? | 
: Ath.” - Gellzit is happle that we ſhalbe 
ſaved by faith in Chyiſt , although we be 
finnefidl:: be hach Ghead big blood fo2 vs: If 
Tooke fo) co-be ſaued by him, what would ye 
haue moze,. _ | 

' Zelot. Itis happicin deede for thoſe 
which haue faith, for they are clenſcd from 
their finnes,But fuch as youſeeke no more 
but to make the death of Chriſt as encaſfie 
fcore to-fet.all yppon:for ye are like to the 


man which thinking that he ſhould have al | 
of his boſtis for ſqoring vp,tooke yery libe- 


rally:ye:thinke the reckoning is now ſo ca- 
fe;thar ye may fet cock ahowpe;al is paid 
for. ButifI' ſhould trieyour faith bythe 


warde, ye ſhoulde.ſce-thatye haue litle e- 


nough; & therefore your {core will faile in 
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| -theende, and growe to a greater paymetit 
then ye ſuppole.' Le: 
-Ach* Whatſoener pouſay, ye hal ne- 
uer d2inemefrom belecaing in Chiift:nozx 
all the-:fozc of pe. ets ogg 7 
- Zelot; .] would notfor tenne thouſand 
worldes be the man which ſhould drive a+ 
ny one from the faith in Chriſt, I doe ſeeke 
to bring ye ynto the fatth-in Chrift, + 
Ath. Pe map keepe ſuch [ceking to porx 
ſelfe,and lecme alcne: I! beleeue as well as 
por, take care for your ſelie , you ſhall noc 
anſwere foz me. - / ith a; 
| Zelot,Nowe yeare ſureI trowe,for this 
night,ye hauc ſtopped my mouth, and gi- 
uen we a boneto gnawe vpon.. ButI pray 
ye,ſhal notI anſwere for you innoreſpe&t? 
Whartif Iſee ye are blindeand ready forts 
fall inco the pit of crernall deftrution;and 
will not pur forth my hande forts ſuecous 
ye, isit notto be laid vnto my charge;that 
I wanted loue 7 Therefore I caneafily pull 
pour bridle out of my -mouth+ and be fo 
old as for tqmeddlewith ye awe: will a h- 
tle rric,becaule ye braggeſo-ſtouly,howe 
wel ye belecue.Yebelecue Chrifttwas cru 


cified, and fuffred ypontthe Crofle + butare | 


ye able for -coprooug that ye blceue' in 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt crucified. ; BY. 
Ach. Flap Idoe, are potable foz co 
diſpzone me? }__- 
Zelor. Sitine is not ſlaine in ye,therfore 
e doc not, eee þ 7 
Ath, - Powe p2oue pechac ſinne is not 
flaineinme.. 
. Zelor.Becaulc it doth raignc in ye, her- 
fore it is aliue, | Ne 
. \Ath,'- I. ktiowe noc. what pe meane by 
that. Dy ENG a rCa) =» 
:Zelor. Ye are ledde by finne, ye delight 
in:ic, ye hauc not mortified the luſtes and 
concupilſcences of the ſame. And therefore 
ye haue not learned Chriſt, as Saint Paule 
ſpeaketh;Epheſians.4 .: Ye haue not put of 
the olde man, and pur one the newe man; 
The death and paſſion of Chriſt hathnor 
ſlaine finne in ye, for to belecue in Chritt 
crucified, is forto be crucified with him, as 
the Apoſiles do teach in ſundry places:The 
reaſons this;: Chriſt was not crucified for 
to ſlaie: fine in him ſelfe;(forhe had none} 
bir.in hjs members which arc ioyned and 
knit ynto. him by faith, in them the foree 
and power of his death doth ſhewe irſelln; 
now he which hath not this worke of.the 


' deathof Chriſt in him , that he feelgth 
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him ſelfe crucified concerning the body of 


{in,his faith-in-the paſſton of Chrift is but a 


dead faith,and cafinot faue him. This is the 
cauſe why Saint Paule faith,Rom.8, That 
thoſe which arcin Chriſt, walke not after 
the fleſh, but after the ſpirire . Saint Tohn 
faith, Epiſtle, Chapter.z. Ye knowe that 
he was made manifeſt to take away our ſin 
nes,andin him was no finne , Whofocuer 
abideth in him ſinneth nor, he that fin- 

neth hath not feene him,not knowne him. 
__ _. Ath, -Thenbythat reaſon , pe woulde 
p2ooue that all that beleene in Chyift are 
perfect without linne »I thinke all are fin- 
_ Zelert. Wholoeueris borne of God fin- 
neth not. 1.lohn.z.g. 

th. Js there any man which can ſap 
that he is withour ſtance? 

- Zefoat. Not one whiche liuerh; in this 
fleſh, SN | 

.:Arh.  Thenpeare contrarie bnto your 
ſelfe + fo2 even-nowpe ſaide . That wholo- 
ever abideth in Chaiſt ſinnech not, (and be 
which is bozne of God finueth noctzand now 
pe confelle chat altare Unners iolong as 
thip live, Cn Bot ha 

 Zelot. lamnpt contraric ynto my = 

uT 
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durhoar blindnefſe canſeth-yefor to.thinke 
ſo; Lookein the. Epiſtle ro the Romans 
Chapter,7,And there yeeſhall finde how S. 
Panle couplethiboththeſe things together 
ichimfelte,whichyou iudge to bee locon- 
trary;tharby no meanesthey maybe found 
in one man togetherat onetime. He c6fef- 
ſeth-that there was alawein his members, 
rebelling againſt the law of his mind, & Ra 
dinghim captine tothe law of ſin.And yer 
alitls:before intheſame chapter hee ſaith; 
That he did not commit the euil, but finne 
which dwelt in him. The reaſon which hee 
maketh tis, that hee did conient vntothe 
Jaw,and wovlde haue doone thegood,bur 
ke did theeuil which he hated. To makethe 
matter plaine,thus its, S.Paulwas regene- 
rate,butyet notin full:perfetion, forthe 
remnantof ſinne did abide in him 2 that 
which the-part tegenerate did, .or coneted 
todoe;or.conſented:vnto, that he ſaith he 
did: and thar which the corruption which 
did ſtill remaine in him, forced him for to 
doe;that hee ſaith he did not,bur fin which 
divelled inhim. He doth efteeme himſelfe 
inthe partregenerate , hee counteth-the- 
renants.of the 61d man, ta:be but as. excre» 
ments;oras adead carion " didabida 
SY _ 
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mnhitm;and anoy him: His delight and ies 
firewas'vpon the good, he hated/theeuill; 
and therefore when he did ſinne,becanſe ir 
was againſt his.conſent,andagainithis wil, 
#'wasno obedience which he gaue:vnto itz 
he did notthexeforelſerue ſinne,ncither did 
fin raigne ouer him, bur exerciſe accertajne 
tirany ouer him;which he could.notſpeake 


.Ath, Jknownot what pe meane; whey 
y& hane ſaide what y&e-can, all mul bee 
fltaners.. 7 oo oi 
.Zelor. Yee may very caſtlyperſuade meto- 
belecue that yee knowe not whatT meane; 
Iyourfiue wits were fifteene, they woulde 
helpe nothing in this caſe, Becauſeye know 
not what this meaneth,yee'know notwhat 
faith in Chriſtcrucified meaneth; yee-know 
not what repentance mmeaneth, 'yeecan {ce 
no difference of ſinners : allareſtnners ſay 
you,and the death of Chriſt is that: whiche 
faueth, not conſidering that the death of 
Chriſt firſt killeth thoſe whom it maketh a- 
liue. For this cauſe men are greatly ouer-: 
ſhot oftetimes, whe they come vntoa ſicke 
man;they thinkeif he ſay ,I belecue Chriſte 
died for my {innes;and ſhed his blood. for. 
me,that then al is afvelas may be.If ir _ 
7s Sn, aitln 
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| The Countriedininitie. 22 
faith indeed inthe blood of: Chriſte; rhey 
multneedes bein gondcaſe:for.altharbe- 
leene 1a him, ſhalbeſaued. but they ſthy.vp6 
abarec fatafie, which-is a doad8& weak-faith;; 
not-making themto feele the pawerof the 
death of Chit. [gnorance3s ſo deepelyer- 
Ied in mens minds,that:letaman beneuer 
ſo wicked; neuer ſo farr fr6:rrue knowledge 
of god;ifhe can make butſomeigeneratos 
fesfis,they neuer loaokfurther. Andibecauſe 
they lee-almoſt all;(howſoeuer theyine) 
find this, it maketh the alſo to be careleffo, 
8& neuer for rothinke'of the new-byrth;of 
which Chriſt ſpeaketh, when he ſaithikao 
Nicodemus:exceptaman be borne:agait, 
heicannot ſeethekingdome of Godt: This 
new byrth is ſhut otratthe doores,& ther- 
fore.no doubt God dbthſhurchems out:of 
his kingdome which make'no accoitrofir. 
Ath. Bake pourfelfe-nener ſo ſkilful, 
pet pre cannot tell which:man: God: _— 
and which he condemneth. : 4 
;: Zelst.: © It is not the will of Godgthiar: we 
thould take ypon'vs fort@pronounce vpot: 
any man, & to ſay he isdamned:;becauſewe 
Thuſt teaue the ſtcrete counſellofGod wits 
himſelfe,who'is not bound vnto vs,to give 


anyaccount of his og "yg pray yelet 
vs 


_ ” © TheCountriediuinitie: 
- "vsalittle conſiderhow this headlcfic bolte 


of yours is ſhot: foorth againſt true godly- 
nes. Thus you reaſon, no man can tell who 
are faued,and who aredamned.therforewe 
ate not for to care fortriall-of our:faith-8& 
zepentice; &rhat therfore.the rules which 
are giveirthe word of God in theſe points 
are nothing worth. Every man may fearche 
andinow in himſelf, whether he be in good 
.caſcor not; and we ought cuery one forto 
ric 'our ſelues by that which the ward tea- 
chetlfo plentifully.-:Z woulde wiſhyee to 


5fider what the caaſe is why the greateſt 


anutltitude goe to deſtruftion;cuen becauſe 
theyknow notthele things, & therfore: ſee 
Not the greatdanger which they be in, but 
can boldly beare rheſelucs in had that they 
ſhall doe well enough. : Many doe laugh e- 
uen.in the middeſt of deſtruction, 1 meane 
that they can ſport themſelues cuenin do- 
Ing thoſe things which are their bane: and 
all becauſe they traſtto this belicfe which 
you bragge of.. For ason the one fidetrue 


faith 8&rrue repentance, & conuerſio' vntd 
-pod,doe ſalueallthe ſores & ſicknefles of 


the ſoulezcuen ſo the comondead. faith: 8 
coijterfer repstace-miy be called thediuels 
| Ces LET od. ..cplaiſiar 
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plaiſter;by whichhe dath alitle in therap 
tor atime,laluethe deepe &deadlywoids, 
but they rancle within, 'and.bringytter de» 
AruRtion,It is great pittie that the worde of 
Godisnotlaydopen mall places,; that the 
people might come tothe vnderſtading of 
Chriſt and his power , in tranſlating them 
out of the power of darknes, into his kings - 
dome oflight;whichis wroughr-with great 
and diligent teaching ,.becauſe men:are 
madeofagul merall.and hard to conceiue 
ſpirituall and heauenly things. .-: + | 
 Ath;: ::Well,J muſt teaue yee: now: ye 
hanedcit veryhardlp with me:it were gad 
that yoit Puritanes ſhoulde-conſider your 
| lelues,4 become betterſubiets toy pzince: 
Zelor, I amliketo haueaveriego 
farewell atyonr handes,forallmy traue!l in 
teaching ye; But Llookefor none other xe> 
wardefromye : the blacke More cannot 
[change hishewe,tior the Cat of the moun- 
- taynehet ſpots. I muſt ſuffer yourreproch, 
for if they haue. called the good man of the 
Houſe Beelzebub,howe much more thoſe 
which be ofhis houſhold. 
Thoſe whichevnſider not them ſrlues are 
worſe then-niadd men: tald ye before,that 
ING nn Gar aa Ia 
&e 
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gerous accuſation, I ſcorne anddefieit ; 1 
may boldlytake the Lord as a witneffe vn- 
eo-my confcience,tharIdoo honour and o- 
bey the Prince, andthatl doo condemne, 
hare, and accurſe all diſobedience'vnto the 
higherpowers.: But this'hath cuer bin the 
readic way which the diuell hath vſedforto 
bring thoſe which feare God: into hatred: 
by bis inſtrumenres to charge them for ro 
beenemies vntoPrinces, Chriſt was accu-- 
_ fedoftreaſon,and condemned asanenemy 
to Ceaſar, t 4 ps Parent Zigieg: f 
Saint Paul diuers times, was thought'to be 
aman whiche&did trouble the'ftxte; © And 
whoſoeuer ſhall read theauncient tories of 
the Church, ſhall finde that this continued * 
Kill from time totime. © - | 
- Ath. Arenot there many which coſit the» 
ſelnes very holy, &-yet bzeake the Qucenes 
Zelore. © Whatif itſhould fall out,as it 
. doth fal out ſometimes;that godly Princes 
commad ſome thing which is contrary vin- 
to Gods word,ſhould we obey God or m&? 
Ttis a very groſſe thing to thinke-rhata ma 
for obeying Goddoth diſobey-his Prince: 
T would know this allſo;whether the brech 
of cuery particularlawez dothrinake Ms 
ard poporage le bord y 


| TheCoudtreydiuinitle?, 8g. | 
dy and by ancuillſubieQts! his Prince? if 7 
it ſhoulde;;- I thinke true fubreRes:mighe = 
foone be-numbred.Likewiſc, I would know ; 
this, : whether a man which. isdifobediene 
into God and difpiſeth-tits lawes , . can for 
conſcience ſake be obediEtynto. his prince? | 
Hauing-bin found vnfaithfullto God, ſhall 1 
he be iudged faithfull romen.? And where | 
as ſuch as youcrye out againſt thoſe which 
profeſſe the Golpell ,. that they-breakerhe 
Queens laws,&are not the Queenes frieds: 
Ianſwere ye thus. I will aduentureallthatT 
| hauezthat letproofe be made , and thoſe 
which hanethis moſt in. their mouths:the 
Queenes laws,the Queenes lawes,as thogh 
| they werealtogether made of obedience, 
ſhalbe foundeto breake twofor their one, 
who they accuſe, If yeedid cryeout inthis 
matter mooued with a good coſcience, the 
would ye be carefoll for to keepe thelawes 
your ſ{clues, - and if ye haue. care of princes 
laws,then would ye hanecare of gods laws. 
 Ath. -Wherein can ye accuſe me? : --- 
 Zelet; Imeanenot toaccuſeyou, but to 
ſpcake thatwhichIknowe by a: nuber,they 
breake her.maieſties laws in their apparell, 
in theirmeate,in their woordes being blaſ- 
phemers and raylers, in quarelling &figh- 
$ng,indicing,and carding, & bowling&z 
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+ him,and anoy him-> His delight andles 
fire was'vpon the good, he hated/thetuill, 
and therefore when he did ſinne,becayſe ir 
was againſt his.confent,andagainithis wil, 
#t:wasno obedience which he gaue-vnto itz 


he did nottheyeforeſeruc ſinne,neither did | 


fin raigne ouer him, bur exerciſe acertajne 
tirany ouer him; which he could:notſpeake 


Ath: 'F know not what var meane, when 
ey han ſaide what y@-can, allmufbee. | 


ners... - © 


.Zelor. Yee may very caſflyperſuade meto- | 


belecne that yee knowe nor whatt meane; 
Iyourfiue wits were fifteene, they woulde 
helpe nothing in this caſe, Becauſeye know 
not what this meaneth,yee'know notwhat 
faith in Chriſt crucified meaneth; yee:know 
not what repentance tneaneth, 'yce<an {ce 
no difference of ſinners : allareſinners ſay 
you,and the death of Chriſt is that: whiche 
faueth, not conſidering that the death of 
Chriſt firſt killeth thoſe whom it maketh a- 
live. For this cauſe men are greatly ouer- 
ſhot ofterimes, whe they come vnto a ſicke 
man;they thinkeit he ſay, I beleene Chriſte 
died for my ſinnes;and ſhed his blood for: 
me,that then alisafvelas may be.Ifir _ 
oy IN 2th: 
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| The Countriedininitie: 82 
faith in'deed inthe blood of: Chriſte;they 
muſtneedes bein gondcaſe:for.altharbe- 
leeue in him,ſhalbe ſaued. but they ftky.vp6 
abare fataſfie, which-is.a doad8& weak-faith; 
not-making them to feele the paweroof the 
death of Chriſt. Ignorance1s fo deepelyrfer- 
led in mens minds,that:letraman beneuer 
fo wicked,neuer ſofarr fr6true knowledge 
of god;ifhecan make butſomeigeneratod- 
fesfis,they neuer lookfurther. Andibecauſe 
they Tee: almoſt all;(howſacuer theydliue) 
find this, it maketh the alſo to be careleffo, 
& neuer for tothinke'of the new-byrthijof 


which Chriſt ſpeaketh, when he ſaithikmo 
Nicodemus:exceptamanbe borne:agaiv, 


heicannot ſee thekingdome of Godt: This 
new byrth is ſhut otratrthe doores,& ther- 
fore.no doubt God dbthſhurrhem out:of 


his kingdome which make no accoitrofir. 


Ath. Bake pour felfenencr ſo ſkilfull, 
pet yee cannof tell which:man: God: (aneth 
and which' he condemneth.  - 

;:Zrter.. © It is not the will of Godgtharwe 
Gould take vpon'vs forts pronounce vpot. 
any man, & to ſay he isdamned:decauſewe 
Thuſt teauethe ſecrete counſell of God vnto 
himſetfe,who'is not bound vnto vs;to give 


gny4gcount of his doings.ButI pray yelet 
OO ons are mn vs 


< ea ” * TheCountriediuinitie: 
- 'vsalittle conſider how this headlefle bolte 


of yours is ſhot: foorth againſt true godly- 
nes. Thus yon reaſon, no man can tell who 
-areſaued,and who aredamined,therforewe 
ate not for to care fortriall-of our:faith-& 
-pepentice: & that therfore. the rules which 
are giueinthe word of God in theſe points 
are nothing worth. Every man may ſcarche 
andinow in himſelf, whether he bein good 


.caſcor not; and we ought cuery one forto 


tric 'our {clues by that which the ward tea- 
chetlfo plentifully.:F woulde wiſhyee to 


"cofider what the cauſe 1s why the greateſt 


multitude goe to deſtruQtion;euen becauſe 
theyknow notthele things, & therfore::ſce 
Hot the greatdanger1 which they be in, but 
can boldly beare theſelues in had that they 
ſhall doe well enough. Many doe laugh e- 
uen.in the middeſt of deſtru&ion, 1 meane 
that they can ſport themſelues cuenin do- 
Ing thoſe things which are their bane: and | 
all ſbecanſ they traſtto this beliefe which 
you brapge of.. For ason the one ſidetrue 
faith &rrue repentance, & conuerſio' vnto 


-pod,doeſalue allthe ſores 8 ſicknefles of 


the ſouletcuen ſo the comondead faith: & 
coiterfet repitace.miy be called the divels 
| LS US ES: 00 - ..plaiſtnr 


TheCountriedwinitie, 82 
plaiſte&;by whichhedath alitle in therap 
tor a timegſaluethe deepe &:deadlywonds, 
bur they rancle within, and bringytter de> 
frudtion.It is great pictie that the worde of 
Godisnotlayd.apen mall places,; that the 
people might come tothe vnderſtading of 
Chriſt and his power , in tranſlating them 
out of the power of darknes, into his king» - 
dome oflight;whichis wroughr-with great 
and diligent teaching ,;becauſe men:are 
made.ofadull metall.ayd hard toconceiue - 
ſpirituall and heauenly things. . : + 
- Ath;: ::Well,J muſt teaue pee: now:r ye 
pane velt veryhardly with me:it were gad 
that yoit Puritanes ſhoulde-conſider your 
 lſelues,+ become better ſubiecs. toy pzince: 
Zelot, I amliketo haveaveriegood 
farewell atyour handes,forallmy traue)l in 
teaching ye; But Llooke for none ather xe> 
warde fromye : the blacke More cannot 
change hishewe,tior the Cat of themoun- 
taynehetſpors. Imuſt ſuffer yourreproch, 
for if they haue. called the good man of the 
houſe Beelzebub,howe much more thoſe 
which be ofhis houſhold. 
Thoſe whichebnſider not them ſclues are 
worſe then-miadd ment rald ye before,thac 
| Idococtallonethatyice,' For your _ 
Go 


On 
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derousaccuſation,I ſcorne anddefieit : 1 
may boldlytake the Lordas a witnefie vn- 
co-my confcience,tharIdoo honour and o- 
bey the Prince, andthatl doo condemne, 
hare, and accurſe all difobediencevnto the 
higher powers.” But this'hath euer bin the 
readic way which the diuell hath vſedforto 


bring thole whichfeare God into hatred: 


by bis inſtrumenres to charge them for to 
beenemies vntoPrinces, Chriſt was accu- 


 fedoftreaſon,and condemnedasancnemy 


to Cealar, 1H 
Saint Paul diuers times, was thoughtto be 
aman whichedid trouble the" ftxte;* And 
whoſocuer ſhall read theauncientftories of 
the Church, ſhatl finde that this continued £ 
fill from time totime. | 

Ath. Are not there many which coiit the- 
ſelues very holp;, & yet bzeaks the Qucenss 


lawes? © 
Zelot. Whartifit ſhould altiout as te 


. doth fal out ſometimes;that godly Princes 


commaid ſome thing which is contrary vn- 
to Gods word,ſhould we obey God or m& 
Ttis a very groſſe thing to thinke-rhata m3 


for obeying Goddoth diſobey his Prince. 


T would know this allſo;whetherthe brech 
of cuery particularlawey dottrinakea _ 
of ora —r ge y 


TheCoudtreydiuinſtie?”, 


it ſhoulde;;- I thinke true fubieftes:mighe 
foone be:mimbred. Likewiſe, l would know 
this, whether a man which. 1sdiſobediene 
into God and diſpiſeth-his lawes,. can for 
conſcience ſake be obedietvnto his prince? 
Having bin found vnfaithfullto God, ſhall 
he be iudged faithfull romen.? And where 
as ſuch as:youcrye out againſt thoſe which 
profeſſe the Golpell ,: that they-breakethe 
Queens laws,&are not the Queenes frieds: 
Ianſwere ye thus. I will aduencureallthatT 
| haue;that letproofe be made , and thoſe 
which hanethis moſt in. their mouths:the 
Queenes laws,the Queenes lawes,as thogh 
| they werealtogether made of obedience, 
ſhalbe foundeto breake twofor their one, 
who they accuſe, If yeedid crycout inthis 
matter mooued with a good coſcience; the 
would ye: be carefull for to keepe thelawes 
your ſ{clues, - and if ye haue. care of princes 
laws,then would ye hanecare of gods laws. 
 Ath. Wherein can ye accuſe me? - 

: Zelet, Imeanenot toaccuſeyou, but to 
ſpeake thatwhich 1 knowe by a: niber, they 
breake her. maieſties laws intheir apparell, 
in their.oeate,in their woordes being bla(- 
phemers and raylers, in quarelling & figh» 
ng,in dicing,and carding, & bowling&s 


Þy and by ancuillſubieQts: his Prince 7 5 gn 


Intnmyich liz:&nd becauſe 

tenof this, who arethe GR 

Ifayenonebiit ſuchasfeareGod:: - for-the 

wicked & vngodiydeprovoke@Godtoan- 
againlt thetealine, and dopra | 

dcftruRionefit.Godhearcththe ontkinol 7 
ſackasfoareand louchis lawes, when they | 
crynto hinsfor theirPrince:therforethers + 
canbe no more vtterevimies:vnto Princes © 
' thenſachas are wickedagainſtGod::Now | 
this isavery prepoltreovsrthinge, tharyou . 
which are enbels againſt God iſhould Gears 
menin hand thatyee be the frendes ofthe 
ptince;8 that ſuch as are godly; they muſt 1 
becounedenemies. + 
Ath. Jean faynomoze but godbleſſe and 
fans her, 

:i:Zelot .' Amen:I pray God fon his mercye 
Fate grait,that wemay bethakfullfor thoſe 
exioegdiing greatbleflings which he hath by 
her heaped ypon vs, both for body & ſoule: 
And'the Lord ginevsloumg and:obedicnt 
hearts rowads her. And alſo I'beſeech God 
tokeep herout of the hand ofher enemics, 
togouerneher with his bleſſedſpirite, that | 
ſhe mayerxalt gong. his glorious Goſs 
SE irethernines of . 

hurch: & ſo viorifi im in thisxworld; 
that inthe workdto come ſhe may be glorts 
hed for cuer. Amcns FINIS, 
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